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USA Checklist Postal Counterfeits

This checklist only indicates the amount of Counterfeits discovered per issue. To classify a counterfeit
found as a specific type, there are comparison lists with detailed images for each issue are available at
www.usca.nl

Here are some basic steps to take to distinguish the Genuine from Counterfeits.

How to check Genuine vs. Counterfeit

1. Tagging
Check the stamp with Short Wave Ultra Violet light (SWUV) for tagging. Most counterfeits made before
2022 lack tagging. From 2022 printed counterfeits (also older issues) do have tagging, but the taggant
is brighter under SWUV than the genuine. There are also CF Issues that glows under SWUV and LWUV.
2. Surface by daylight
Check the surface in daylight or under white light. Some counterfeits differ markedly in gloss or color.
3. Paper type
Most genuine stamps are printed on Off-white paper. Counterfeits often on White paper. Check with
Long Wave Ultra Violet light (LWUV) the paper type of the stamp, Backing Paper or booklet. Many
counterfeits differs the brightness (Paper fluorescence) in Dead Paper, Low Bright or Hi-brite paper.
4. Printing differences
Check the details with most noticeable differences. These are:

ly copies| |
; P111

Die Cut Date Microprinting Printing Backing paper Plate number

= Die cut: The difference in Die cut can sometimes be clearly seen with the naked eye, but with the
most recent counterfeits the Die cut is very accurate and sometimes only a tenth of a millimeter
difference. With Genuine issues the perforation is even and with the Counterfeits mostly uneven.
Also beware of a possible difference between Peak-Valley and Valley-peak.

= Date: The year number is a remarkable difference for most issues. Pay close attention to the font,
color and printing.

=  Microprinting: The microprinting USPS is one of the main features to recognize a Counterfeit. In
many cases the microprint is missing or illegible. And if it is legible, the fonts and size will be
different. A number of coil stamps even have double microprinting on two positions.

=  Printing: In general, there is a clear difference in the way the printing ink is applied. The
Counterfeits are often printed more coarsely. The direction in which a waffle pattern is printed
can also indicate which counterfeit it is.

= Backing paper or Booklet cover: The print on the backing paper or on a booklet cover can also
serve as a comparison to be sure whether or not it is a counterfeit. For example: An error in the
text, a different font, the pattern of the plate position or a different barcode.

= Plate number: The difference in the font of the plate number is generally not immediately
noticeable, but it can be seen. Often the difference is in the thickness of the font or the way in

= which a serif is applied to the top of a "1". Most Counterfeit Coils do not have a plate number.

PS. If you have counterfeits to add or something to correct please let me know: Hvg1958 @hotmail.nl

Updated: Dec 16 2024 (Note: Most photos are genuine stamps, see for CF scans the comparison lists)
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Sheet Stamp - Pane of 20, 39c Children’s Book Animails 2006
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Self-adhesive Coils, (44c) Lady Liberty and Flag 2010
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Double-sided Convertible Booklets of 20, (45c) Four Flags 2012
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Sheet Stamps - Pane of 20, (46c) New England Coastal Lighthouses 2013
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Double-sided Convertible Booklet of 20, (49¢c) Winter Flowers 2014
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Double-sided Convertible Booklet of 20, (49¢) Rudolph 2014
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Fruit Issues 2016-2022
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Double-sided convertible Booklet, (49c) Botanical Art 2016
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Double-sided Convertible Booklet of 20, (47c) Songbirds in Snow 2016
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Sheet Stamp - Pane of 20, (47c) Diwali 2016 Convertible Booklet of 20, (47c) Madonna 2016
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Sheet stamps - Pane of 20, (60c) Pony Cars 2022
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Double-sided convertible Booklet of 20, (60c) Snowy Beauty, Winter Flowers 2022
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Sheets Stamps - Pane of 20, (60c) Love 2023
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Sheet stamps - Pane of 20, (63c) Railway Stations 2023
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Sheet stamp - Pane of 20, (63c) Endangered Species 20
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Sheet stamp - Pane of 20, (66c) Live Magnified 2023
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Double-sided Convertible Booklet of 20, (68c) Garden Delights 2024
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Sheet stamp - Pane of 20, (68c) Carnaval 2024
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Sheet stamp - Pane of 20, (73c) Pinback Buttons 2024
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Acknowledgement
Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps & Covers 2023 Amos Media

Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Counterfeits 2023 Amos Media

Pricelist Robert E. Thompson Apr 12 2022

Counterfeit 2015 U.S. Love Stamps, Charles Snee Feb 10 2017

Stream of recent Counterfeit stamps Diwali, Charles Snee Mar 17 2017

Counterfeit 2017 U.S. Love Skywriting, Charles Snee Aug 18 2017

Counterfeit 2017 Forever Flag Stamps, David M. Frye The United Specialist May 2020
Counterfeit Flag Found in Mixture, John Himes Coil line May/Jun 2021
Counterfeit 2018 U.S. Flag, Robert E. Thompson Coil Line Jan 2021

Counterfeit 2019 U.S. Flag, Robert E. Thompson Coil line Feb 2021

Linns Stamp News CF list Feb 2022

Correspondence with:
Robert E. Thompson
Rainard Beer
Ed Pawlowski
David Crone
Wayne Youngblood

Abbreviations Sheet Stamp Plate Positions (see Comparison lists)
# (Plate) Number B Bottom
APU Ashton-Potter (USA) Ltd C Central
BCA Banknote Corporation of America CL Central Left
BEP Bureau of Engraving and Printing CLL Central Lower Left
CF Counterfeit CLM Central Lower Middle
DS Double-sided CLR Central Lower Left
LWuVv Long Wave Ultra Violet (light) CR Central Right
P Pair CUL Central Upper Left
PS Plate strip CUM Central Upper Middle
SSP Sennet Security Products CUR Central Upper Right
SWuUV Short Wave Ultra Violet (light) L Left
WAG Water Activated Gum LL Lower Left
LM Lower Middle
LML Lower Middle Left
LMR Lower Middle Right
LR Lower Right
M Middle
R Right
T Top
uL Upper Left
UM Upper Middle
UML Upper Middle Left
UMR Upper Middle Right
[] Red Box = Rare, 5 or fewer reported UR Upper Right

Green box = Tagging glows under SWUV
Orange box = Tagging glows under SWUV & LWUV
Copyright
© 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025 Hans van Gils
Permission to copy, use and distribute this checklist for educational purpose for members of the Dutch philatelic

society: Vereniging voor USA en Canada Filatelie is freely granted.
Resale or distribute otherwise is prohibited.

For using Scott # see for © the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps & Covers.
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Comparison lists

Genuine vs. Counterfeit

See for all lists: www.usca.nl
List order: Year and alphabetically

Issues Updated
1998 Uncle Sam’s Hat Aug 2023
2000 4 Flowers Nov 2023
2001 34c Statue of Liberty Nov 2024
2001 America Responds (Scott B2) Nov 2023
2002 37c Flag Jul 2022
2002 American Bats Aug 2023
2005 Disney Celebration Nov 2023
2006 Children’s Book Animals Yet to come
2006 Common Buckeye Butterfly Aug 2023
2007 41c Flag on Pole Jan 2022
2007 Liberty Bell (AVR) May 2022
2008 Liberty Bell (AVR) Dec 2023
2009 44c Flag Jan 2022
2010 44c Love Nov 2023
2010 Flag and Lady Liberty Jan 2022
2010 Hollyday Evergreens Nov 2023
2011 Celebrate! Sep 2023
2011 Christmas, Madonna and Child Jul 2023
2011 Garden of Love Sep 2023
2011 Holiday Baubles Feb 2023
2011 Saving Vanishing Species (Scott B4) Dec 2023
2011 Wedding Roses Aug 2022
2012 Birds of Prey Jul 2023
2012 Bonsai Nov 2023
2012 Christmas, Holy Family Jan 2023
2012 Four Flags Apr 2023
2012 Santa Sleigh Jan 2023
2013 A Flag for all Seasons Nov 2023
2013 Gingerbread Houses Jan 2023
2013 New England Coastal Lighthouses Yet to come
2014 Christmas, Magi Dec 2023
2014 Christmas, Rudolph Sep 2023
2014 Songbirds Nov 2023
2014 Star-Spangled Banner SSP Booklet Nov 2023
2014 Star-Spangled Banner SSP Coil Feb 2022
2014 Wedding Cake Dec 2024
2014 Wedding Flowers Dec 2023
2014 Winter Flowers Nov 2023
2014 Winter Fun Nov 2023
2015 Celebrate! Mar 2022
2015 Christmas, Charlie Brown Nov 2023

2015 Coastal Birds Jan 2022
2015 Geometric Snowflakes Nov 2023
2015 Love Hearts Jul 2023
2015 Summer Harvest Jul 2022
2015 Tulp and Heart Dec 2023
2015 Vintage Rose Aug 2023
2015 Wedding Flowers, Yes | Do Dec 2023
2016 Botanical Art Jan 2023
2016 Christmas, Florentine Madonna Mar 2022
2016 Christmas, Holiday Windows Dec 2022
2016 Diwali Dec 2023
2016 Eid Greetings Aug 2022
2016 Flag and Clouds Jul 2022
2016 Jack-O’ Lanterns Apr 2023
2016 National Parks Mar 2023
2016 Patriotic Spiral Jan 2022
2016 Pets Dec 2024
2016 Songbirds in Snow Aug 2023
2016, Christmas, Nativity Nov 2023
2016-2022 Fruits Issues Apr 2024
2017 Boutonniere Jan 2022
2017 Christmas Carols Jul 2022
2017 Corsage Nov 2023
2017 Disney Villains Feb 2024
2017 Echeveria (Global) Apr 2023
2017 Flowers from the Garden Feb 2023
2017 Love Sky writing Mar 2022
2017 Sharks Jan 2022
2017 Sports Balls Nov 2023
2017 The Snowy Day Apr 2022
2017 Uncle Sam Hat Jul 2022
2017 Waving Flag Jun 2024
2018 Birds in Winter Dec 2023
2018 Christmas, Madonna & Child Dec 2023
2018 Christmas, Sparkling Holidays Mar 2022
2018 Frozen Treats Nov 2023
2018 Hot Wheels Mar 2022
2018 Love Flowers Jul 2023
2018 Peace Rose Jan 2022
2018 Poinsettia (Global) Oct 2024
2018 Scooby-Doo Feb 2022
2018 Zig-Zag Flag Sep 2023
2019 Cactus Flowers Nov 2023
2019 California Dogface Butterfly Aug 2023
2019 Christmas, Wreaths Jan 2022
2019 Coral Reefs Aug 2023
2019 First Moon Landing Yet to come
2019 Flag in Sky Apr 2023
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2019 Frogs Apr 2022
2019 George W. Bush Yet to come
2019 Love Blossom Hearts Oct 2022
2019 Military Working Dogs Feb 2022
2019 Purple Heart Dec 2024
2019 Sesame Street Nov 2023
2019 Spooky Silhouettes Jan 2022
2019 Star Ribbon Nov 2023
2019 Wild and Scenic Rivers Aug 2022
2019 Winter Berries Jul 2022
2020 Boutonniere Nov 2023
2020 Bugs Bunny Jun 2022
2020 Celebrate Jul 2022
2020 Christmas Holiday Delights Mar 2022
2020 Christmas, Our Lady of Guapulo Feb 2022
2020 Chrysanthemum (Global) Jul 2022
2020 Corsage 70c Apr 2022
2020 Drugs Nov 2023
2020 Earth Day Nov 2023
2020 Enjoy the Great Outdoors Mar 2023
2020 Fruit and Vegetables Apr 2022
2020 Grand Island Ice Caves Aug 2023
2020 Hanukkah Jul 2022
2020 Hip Hop Feb 2023
2020 Kwanzaa Dec 2023
2020 Lunar New Year, year of the Rat Jul 2022
2020 Made of Hearts Sep 2023
2020 Mayflower Yet to come
2020 Thank you Jul 2022
2020 Wild Orchids Nov 2023
2020 Winter Scenes Feb 2022
2021 Back Yard Games Aug 2022
2021 Barns Nov 2023
2021 Brush Rabbit Nov 2023
2021 Castillo de San Marcos Jan 2022
2021 Chien-Shung Wu Yet to come
2021 Christmas St. Nick Nov 2023
2021 Colorado Hairstreak Butterfly Aug 2023
2021 Emilio Sanchez Jul 2022
2021 Espresso Drinks Nov 2023
2021 Garden Beauty Oct 2022
2021 Happy Birthday Nov 2023
2021 Heritage Breeds Nov 2023
2021 Love Dec 2023
2021 Lunar New Year, Year of the Oz Apr 2022
2021 Message Monsters Feb 2022
2021 Mid-Atlantic Lighthouses Dec 2023
2021 Missouri Statehood Aug 2022

2021 Mystery Message Jul 2022
2021 Otter in Snow Mar 2022
2021 Raven Story Sep 2023
2021 Star Wars Oct 2022
2021 Sun Science Jul 2022
2021 The Day of the Dead Apr 2022
2021 Ursula le Guin Dec 2023
2021 Western Wear Nov 2023
2022 African Daisy (Global) Feb 2024
2022 Buzz Lightyear May 2023
2022 Charles M. Shulz Dec 2022
2022 Christmas, Holyday Elves Nov 2023
2022 Christmas, Virgin and Child Jan 2023
2022 Edmonia Lewis Nov 2023
2022 Elephants Feb 2023
2022 Eugenie Clark Aug 2022
2022 Floral Geometry $2 Nov 2023
2022 Floral Geometry S5 Nov 2023
2022 George Morrison Oct 2022
2022 Hanukkah Jan 2023
2022 James Webb Space Telescope Jan 2023
2022 Kwanzaa Nov 2023
2022 Love Feb 2023
2022 Lunar New Year, Year of the Tiger Nov 2023
2022 Mariachi Feb 2023
2022 Mighty Mississippi Aug 2022
2022 Monument Valley Feb 2023
2022 Mountain Flora Nov 2023
2022 Nancy Reagan Dec 2023
2022 National Marine Sanctuaries Jun 2023
2022 Palace of Fine Arts Yet to come
2022 Pony Cars Feb 2023
2022 Shel Silverstein Aug 2022
2022 Snowy Beauty, Winter Flowers Nov 2023
2022 Sunflower Bouquet (2 ounce) Oct 2022
2022 Three Flags Nov 2023
2022 Title IX Aug 2022
2022 Tulips Aug 2022
2022 Women Cryptologists Jan 2023
2022 Women Rowing Oct 2022
2023 Art of Skate Board Nov 2023
2023 Chief Standing Bear Nov 2023
2023 Christmas, Snow Globes Dec 2023
2023 Endangered Species Nov 2023
2023 Ernest J. Gaines Oct 2023
2023 Floral Geometry $10 Dec 2023
2023 Florida Everglades May 2023
2023 Freedom Flag Dec 2023
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2023 Great Smokey Mountains May 2023
2023 John Lewis Nov 2023
2023 Live Magnified Nov 2023
2023 Love Aug 2023
2023 Lunar New Year, Year of the Rabbit  Aug 2023
2023 Orisis REx Nov 2023
2023 Pifatas! Dec 2023
2023 Railway Stations Nov 2023
2023 Red Fox Nov 2023
2023 Roy Lichtenstein Nov 2023
2023 Ruth Bader Ginsburg Dec 2023
2023 Sailboats May 2023
2023 School Bus (Coil) Sep 2023
2023 School Bus (Sheet) Jul 2023
2023 Thinking of you Dec 2023
2023 Tomie de Paola Nov 2023
2023 Toni Morrison Nov 2023
2023 Tulips Blossoms Dec 2023
2023 Waterfalls Nov 2023
2023 Winter Woodland Animals Dec 2023
2023 Women's Soccer Oct 2023
2024 Alex Trebek Dec 2024
2024 Ansel Adams Dec 2024
2024 Autumn Colors Dec 2024
2024 Betty Ford Dec 2024
2024 Bluegrass Dec 2024
2024 Carnival Nights Dec 2024
2024 Celebration Blooms Dec 2024
2024 Christmas, Holiday Joy Dec 2024
2024 Christmas, Madonna & Child Dec 2024

2024 Constance Baker Motley
2024 Cosmic Cliffs

2024 Dungeons & Dragons
2024 First Continental Congress
2024 Floral Geometry $1

2024 Four Flags

2024 Garden Delights

2024 Hank Aaron

2024 Hanukkah

2024 Healthcare Community
2024 Horses

2024 John Wooden

2024 Kwanzaa

2024 Love

2024 Lunar New Year, Year of the Dragon
2024 Pillars of Creation

2024 Pinback Button

2024 Protect Sea Turtles

2024 Saul Bellow

2024 Save Manatees

2024 Shaker Design

2024 Underground Railroad
2024 Wedding Blooms Two-Ounce Rate
2024 Winter Whimsy

*) BLUE: are new updates

*) PINK: need a new update

Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Sep 2024
Dec 2024

Dec 2024
Dec 2024

Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Dec 2024
Dec 2024

2024



