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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTIQN

This book is intended to be an informative introduction to
a very large, complex, and sometimes obscure subject, the
impressions in ink called postmarks and made by machines.
This book deals with the first half-century of the use of
such machines in the United States, from 1871 to about
1925. It may well be many years before a complete history
of such postmarks and postmarking machines can be written,
for postal historians and collectors are still delving into
0ld records and making new discoveries.

The development of postmarking machines parallels the inven-
tion and development of many other machines which we now
take for granted. The typewriter, the telephone, and the
electric light had their beginnings in the 1870's when post-
marking machines first appeared. There was for many years
no electricity in even the largest postoffices to run the
early machines, so hand cranks and even pedals were provided.
Nor was there a telephone to use to call a repairman when a
machine broke down - which may explain why there are long
periods of no known use of some postmarks. From what we
might call crude beginnings they were slowly developed into
the sophisticated machines we have today. When "electronic
mail"™ supersedes conventional mail, the need for postmarking
machines may disappear.

Whether you collect for fun or profit, to satisfy the old
acquisitive urge or the wish to own something rare and
interesting, the following pages can introduce you to a
hobby that finds new devotees every day.
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DEFINITION

THE DEFINITION PROBLEM

What is a machine postmark? This question has been answered
in many ways. Collectors are far from unanimous about what
considerations are essential. Is a hand stamp a machine?

Most collectors would probably say not if they were thinking
of a simple rubber stamp and ink pad. But there are far more
complicated versions of that simple idea. The postmarks

shown in this book as being machine-made probably came from
machines powered by hand cranks or electric motors and had
some provision for feeding the envelopes and cards into the
machine automatically. The earliest postmarking machines

were probably fed by hand. The mechanisms are or were covered
by many patents, a subject now being explored by a few collec-
tors who combine detective work with engineering expertise.

Before putting envelopes and. cards into a postmarking machine,

a postal clerk had to "face'" the mail, that is, put all the
address sides face up. Ordinarily that resulted in all the
stamps being in the upper right corner so that the cancellation
would hit the stamps as the envelopes and cards went through

the machine. Errors in facing and stamps in irregular positions
usually resulted in stamps remaining uncancelled. If detected, .
the piece would be run through a machine again or be cancelled
by hand stamping. Such repetitions and variations can make

very interesting, humorous, and unique collections.

Dials of various types have long been used to indicate the place

from which a letter was mailed. They antedate the use of stamps.

The primary purpose of a cancellation is to prevent a stamp from
being reused to prepay postage. Postmarking machines typically
perform both functions. The part that cancels the stamp 1is
usually called the "killer." The killer can be a set of bars

or wavy lines or a 'flag or a slogan. Sometimes the killer con-
tains the name of the station from which the letter was mailed.

For a few decades, postmarking machines were used to record the
date and hour when a letter arrived at its destination for de-
livery. Usually applied to the back of an envelope, such post-
marks are called "backstamps" and "service markings." The Post
Office Department discontinued the practice of stamping the
received date on most letters in mid-1913.
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COLLECTING

NOTES ON COLLECTING

Collecting machine postmarks is one of the least developed
branches of philately and one in which new discoveries seem

not only possible but probable for years to come. Serious
study of postmarking machines grew slowly after World War II
but has accelerated strongly in the last decade. It is also

a hobby still remarkably open to rich and poor alike.

This is not a hobby for typophiles. With the possible excep-
tion of the short-lived involute flag postmarks of the American
Postal Machine Company, utility, not art, was the apparent goal

of the makers. Postmarking machines are required to print with
great tolerance for variations in thickness, shape, paper qual-
ity, dust, and humidity - and machine operators. So it 1s not

surprising to find imperfect impressions.

The ideally collectable postmark is a clear, complete impres-
sion well positioned on a clean, complete envelope or card.
Whether one prefers cards or envelopes or advertising pieces,
assembling a noteworthy collection of postmarks is likely to
require a degree of tolerance atypical of philately. Leavitt
postmarks are found on postal cards, rarely on envelopes. Reg-
istry receipt cards commonly are handstamped, but there are a
few International Postal Supply Company machine postmarks and
American Postal Machine Company postmarks that were designed
especially for registry use. The more scarce or rare the
postmark, the less important what it is printed on. The im-
portance of condition is necessarily relative, too.

Problems with inking mechanisms and feeding mechanisms produce
the majority of imperfect impressions. Perfect condition is

‘quite unknown for some postmarks. The most horrendous problem

by far is the way envelopes were opened, probably the only
aspect of the postal system that the government has not tried
to control. Recklessly torn envelopes abound. Ink starvation
causes light and incomplete impressions and so frustrates
jdentification. Generations of stamp collectors have cut,
peeled, and soaked stamps from mail, leaving ugly gaps in the
few covers that survive such vandalism.

Repairing cards and covers is a perilous activity. Rubber
cement and cellophane tape are ruinous. Airtight plastic
sleeves may accelerate deterioration. Unless expert assist-
ance is available, it is hard to know how to protect, much less
repair.
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IDENTIFICATION

|
ix 1

SCARCITY |
|
SCARCITY and VALUE |
IDENTIFICATION OF POSTMARKS 1
1
Like telling one make of car from another, telling one make of ) !!
postmark from another is largely a matter of observing closely No one can tell how many postmarked letters and cards have i
and remembering salient characteristics. And referring to survived the innumerable housecleanings and paper recycling 1
guides like this book. In dealing with the many US machine drives that have occurred since the machines discussed in |
postmarks from 1871 to 1925, it is surprising how few are the this book were in use. Scarcity depends not only on survival |
really confusing postmarks. The novice may be encouraged to but also on the extent to which a postmarking machine was i;
know that this becomes increasingly apparent as one gains ex- used, a somewhat easier factor to estimate. Zillions of [
perience. American Postal Machine Company flag cancels have survived, 1
and yet some style-town-year combinations are scarce or rare. i.
The first task is to decide whether a postmark was made by a In contrast, Constantine machine postmarks were probably |
machine or by a handstamp. Machine-made postmarks tend to be never COmMMmon .

parallel to the top edge of an envelope or card, and handstampe( |:
postmarks are likely to be anything but like that. Nonetheless, ' There is no simple and reliable rule for determining whether 1
machine postmarks are occasionally seen registered at odd a postmark is common, scarce, or rare. Lt is likely that a | |
angles, so the rule must be applied with judgment. During the postmark is relatively scarce if the make-of .machine was not 1
period covered by this book, 1871-1925, handstamps tended to long in use. In mady instances no one yet knows how long .i
be duplexed, and the only machine-made postmarks that look : some machines or some designs did last, nor how many and how 1
much like them are some of the more common Leavitts (which are long may have been the periods of disuse within any reported '!
anything but common). Here the rule about parallelism applies: dates of use. The best sources for such information are the |
Leavitt postmarks almost never occur at odd angles. Moreover,, specialist catalogs, supplemented by data in publications :
Leavitt killers are shorter from top to bottom than are most such as Machine Cancel Forum, U.S.Cancellation News, and the |
duplex handstamp killers. Note the illustratiomns. like. In many instances there are as yet no catalogs to !
which one may refer. ii
The year in a postmark is an important clue to identification. 1
There are no known machine-made postmarks before 1871 in the Scarcity depends also on geography. Mail from New York City 1
U.S. By comparing the year in a postmark with the years in | probably had as wide a distribution as, and a greater volume |!
the Time Chart on page xiii, one can quickly see what makes than, that of any other U.S. city, certainly more than the i
of machines should be considered. Then by comparing with the mail from Oswego, New York. Consequently, New York City [ ]
illustrations for the possible makes of machines, it will Barry postmarks may show up anywhere, and Oswego Barry post- 'i
ordinarily be easy to arrive at a correct identification. In marks may be hard to find even in Oswego, the home of the |
'some instances one will have to refer to specialized catalogs. Barry Postal Supply Company. Similarly, it must be- easier to fi
find a scarce American Postal Machine Company postmark in New !i
The really tricky ones to identify are the 6- and 7-bar killers England than in New Mexico, for APMC was a Boston company ;‘
with small round dials. While at first the potential for con- with many machines in use there for decades. 1
fusion may seem overwhelming when one considers how very many !|
such killers there are, the question becomes much more manage- Scarcity is a matter of opinion. No one really knows how ii
able after the time chart has been used. Similar reasoning , many copies of even the rarest postmarks actually survive. 1
applies to wavy bar killers. Taken in isolation from their { At best, the specialists keep track of how many copies are 1
dials, killers can be hopelessly confusing, and the reverse is reported by collectors. Not all collectors report their hold- | |
also true. Some wavy bar killers were apparently installed ings, and not all postmarks have been adequately identified. 1
upside down, giving rise to more varieties and more confusion. Experienced collectors generally get a feeling for how common w
a given postmark seems to them to be. The most reliable data k

is the consensus of experienced collectors over a broad geo-
graphical area. Specialists welcome reports from collectors. k
| \
| i;
viii 1
| |




SCARCITY

As one searches through cards and covers to find postmarks, it
is important to look at the backs as well as the faces of the
mail, Service markings are commonly backstamps, and entire
dial and killer impressions can be found as received marks.

Many of the postmarks illustrated in this book are common as
to type but scarce or even rare as to date or period of use,
When appropriate, these are designated " Common Type, Scarce
Date,"” and the like. Earliest reported postmark (ERP, or EKU
for earliest known use) and latest reported postmark (LRP or
LKU) usually command a premium.

Value is created by demand, and demand is stimulated, if not
created, by the availability of catalogs and studies. For
example, Frank Stratton's excellent catalog of Leavitt post-
marks has generated a lot of interest in collecting Leavitts.
As ‘comparable studies appear, interest rises, demand rises,
and values rise.

Condition of the postmark, condition of the card or envelope,
value of the stamp, etc., may greatly affect overall value.
Without market demand, value is only potential. Paradoxically,
a postmark may be rare without necessarily being very valuable,
There are many postmarks which were in use for only a few hours
or a few days, or are simply varieties of otherwise abundant
postmarks. Only a specialist is likely to value such postmarks
exceptionally. 1In some instances a type of postmark used in a
particular city (a Leavitt in Cincinnati, for example) is much
more valuable than the same type used elsewhere (a Leavitt in
Hartford, for example) because the latter are relatively
abundant and many people collect Leavitts.

For simplicity, the following terms are used in this book:

Common Types - worth 10¢ to $5
Scarce Types - worth $5 to $50
Rare Types - worth $50 to $200

Possibly or nearly unique types, very few
copies known - worth over $200

SERVICE / SLOGANS

SERVICE MARKINGS

Most postmarking machines were used for service marking as
well as for printing the usual date-place-killer on envelopes
and ‘cards. Service markings can designate many different
happenings, such as:

Received (implicit or explicit)
Postage Due or paid in full

Train Late ~ Mail Delayed

Found in mail box intended for packages
Forwarded to another address

Resorted at transfer office (transit)

"Received”™ markings are usually backstamps (on the back of an
envelope), but service markings may turn up on fronts or backs..

SLOGAN CANCELS

Slogan cancels are a form of advertising inserted into the
killer die on a postmarking machine. Some slogan cancels were
used for years in advance to advertise expositions, and others
were used very briefly to advertise local events. The Post
Office Department used them widely to urge people to address
mail properly, etc. Slogan cancels should be distinguished

from killers indicating branch post office, exposition stations,
service markings, and the like.
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CLASSIFICATIONS TIME CHART

CLASSIFICATION SYSTEMS

xii - iis |
X111 J

Q l_ |
[\ |
m I
This is a book for classifying machine-~-made postmarks by
name of manufacturer and for illustrating the rich history
of postmark designs during the first half-century of use !
in the United States. As mentioned in the references, there . |
are type charts for some, not all, of the makes of machine _
postmarks. Some type charts are easy to use and others are = !
not, depending on both the complexity of the postmarks and o L i @ o |
the degree of detail which the specialist-author chose to = 1 |
recognize. For example, the classification of Barry post- e 5 1
marks by use of the Funk and Bond type chart requires excep- - r e @ - g
tionally close attention to detail. Classifying flag cancels a9 e |
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willing collectors on a fascinating quest - and be utterly ; =t . e E D B Sl |
alienating to others. It would be presumptuous to label one ) — B aced STk ‘
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AMERICAN

AMERICAN POSTAL MACHINE COMPANY

APMC postmarks first appeared in Boston in 1884. The style
from 1884 to 1890 was very distinctive: a large circle dial
and six long, usually heavy, killer bars. By 1890 compet-
ing companies were producing similar postmarks. The APMC
introduced several different styles in the early 1890's,
then began producing the popular, long-lived flag cancels
in 1894,

As types, the Boston postmarks of 1884-1891 are fairly com-
mon, Specialists recognize numerous dial and killer changes,
differences in letter/numeral sizes and positions, and trans-
fers of dials from one machine to another. The early Con-
stantine postmark looks like an APMC postmark, but Constan-
tine machines were never used in Boston. The early Inter-
national machine postmarks of 1888-1891 are somewhat similar
to APMCs, but the relatively short distance between dial and
killer which is characteristic of APMC postmarks makes iden-
tification fairly easy. Moreover, Internationals were not
used in Boston until 1900.

References:

The extensive and erudite study of early APMC postmarks and
machines by Reg Morris, "American Machine Cancels,” published
in 1978, is an invaluable guide to these postmarks. It cov-
ers 1884 through 1890. It supersedes his earlier handbook,
"American Machine Cancels 1884-1898,'" which remains essential
for the 1891-1898 (and somewhat later) period..

Machine Cancel Forum published an update of the above on
pp 1375-1379.
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AMERICAN

The Early Postmarks 1884 - 1891
The Early Postmarks 1884 - 1891 AMERICAN

Killers with holes
(diespaces for numbers
of machines) appeared
briefly in 1888. The
type is somewhat
scarce.,

The first APMC postmark.
Known also with date and
_tfme.

1884 rare

Machine numbers first

appeared in 1886.

Numbers range from 1

to 15 as the number

of machines increased.

_ / Numbers may disappear,

\\ESS:L/‘ machine number 2 /w probably.misprints or
. . new machines.

Most are not common,

a few are rare

1885 postmark like 1884

Scarce

- el e

Note curved left end of
killer - type used until
1891. Uses range fram
comman to rare

Miniature "2" used
vary briefly.

Rare

Aﬁ%ﬁab
N4 N

No date/time given
for Third Class mail.
Solid bars again,
perhaps introducing

a new machine

Rare 1885 service mark-
ing, used only a few

4. . months Machinme 14 was added
&ANSh 193 g i
Tp?/ in mid-1889. Note
irregular pattern of

e PM“’&»
ﬁ'gz

~88%/

bars at left end of
killer.

Scarce

a'ﬂ" P B . v




AMERICAN
The Early Postmarks 1884 - 1891

The rimless dials
of '1889-1890,
generally believed

All are rare.

Rimless dial, two
digit year
5 bars

Rare

Third Class mail

Rimless dial, four
digit year
6 bars

Rare

Possibly an ancestor
of the fFirst flag
cancel - see below

The only reported
instance of a letter
in this type killer,

SR '

Ca

O'MAR !0 "3
w

m

4\-"|59/

483}

use of this poestmark
in 1881. Appears to
be same dial as in
Janm. 16 above, and
perhaps the same
killer with diespace
added.

to be APMC postmarks.

and the only reported

AMERICAN

AMERICAN BAR CANCELS
1890 - 1897

In 1890 the large dial, heavy bar killers of 1884-1891 were
gradually replaced by smaller, light designs. The evolutionary
nature of the changes is illustrated here by a summary of the
postmarks from Boston's Machine Number 5. Actually, there were
more varieties than are illustrated here, but all the known
types are shown. Similar summaries can be constructed for the
other Boston machines (1-15 and A-H), though no other types

but those shown here are presently known.

Until 1890 APMC postmarks were used only in Boston. About
March 1890 one of the small, light designs appeared in Phila-

delphia. Machines were gradually introduced into the Boston
suburbs and into a few dozen other postoffices from New Hamp-
shire to Virginia to Illinois. The great explosion of APMC

machine use began in 1895 after the introduction of the flag
cancels and the suspension of International Postal Supply Com-
pany contracts by the Post Office Department in mid-1895.

References:

Reg Morris, "American Machine Cancels 1884-1898"
Copyright 1978, published in England by the author who now
resides in the United States

Machine Cancel Forum, pp 635-640, an update of the above




AMERICAN

A progression of postmarks from Machine 5, Soston
(not complete)

- -

/’;i_‘\fJ- PRN
f~ e,
(SOCT o
\&4-tw )
\ L om o= 'f

N s

l1884-1891 type postmark

used January-April 1890.

Scarce

New size and style of .
dial and killer inttro--
duced in 1890.

Scarce in 1890, common
thereafter

There is a 5 in killer

A new dial and perhaps
a new killer

Probably the same dial
and killer distorted by
slippage

Amother new dial

AMERICAN

progression of postmarks from Machine 5, Boston
{not Complete)

M

e o T e e

New dial

New style postmark,
more space between
dial anrd killer

Common type

Another new style of
killer

Somewhat scarce type

.

New dial. Back to
February type killer

Another new dial.
Here postmark was used
as a service marking

Further damage or
new dial?
(rot retouched)




AMERICAN
A progression of postmarks from Machine 5, Boston
(not complete)

New year, new dial.

Commaon type

New dial. Style of
killer revived from
May 188l1. Short -
vertical bar may be
from ink starvation.

e 3T T
- 30P 7 —

New dial?
Entire vertical bar
now appears

Another dial.

Somewhat scarce type

New year, new dial.

-

e C'\ Ne IV;"\-\

New dial.

]

;M“fl7'§ New style killer, e
k - 30F common type. i )
N\/g93/

AMERICAN

A progression of postmarks from Machine 5, Boston

{rot complete)

New dial

Common type postmark

New year, new dial

i
“

New year, new dial

Another dial

[~ JUN 10 J\ i

The 1895-1896 flag
cancel. Stars in aval
is common type.

Note split dial (upper
and lower halves] new
f’ to this machine




AMERICAN
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' C.J MAY 29 o
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Some Curiosities

v

7-bar killer. Rare.

This may or may not be
an APMC postmark

8-bar killer. Rare.

This may aor may not be
an APMC postmark

1" in dial over year.

Known also with E in
killer in 1894.
Bath very scarce.

"2" in dial over year,
known only in 1884

Scarce

Inverted "10" in
killer.

Scarce

Some Curiosities

\/

“JU -

7 ) L

ZON.
ey
OMAR 22 ¢

QD 3-315p9
89—

>HOOL ST.

//FPI‘

7,68/

cndSv Zlco'
I— PM 0

/?,Noy

AMERICAN

+ in killer, known in
1890 and 18891

Scarce

- in killer, actually
and incaomplete H

Known in various states
of perfection. Scarce

Known with H in 1892 and
1883. Scarce.

Known without H in 1883,
Rare.

Inverted dial. Rare

Inverted dial. Rare

Columbian Exposition
Postmark, 1893

Very scarce.

Compare with similar
Intermnational postmark.

11




AMERICAN |
Some Curiosities 4 AMERICAN

i AMERICAN WAVY BAR CANCELS

The Thunderbird, one
of the rarest and most
sought-sfter US post-

marks. Only known day

of use. ; These distinctive killers are known from several cities from
1893 into 1900, and from Philadelphia and a few other cities
into the 1920's. Some of them.were probably from Barnard or
Barnard/American machines - the relationship is not fully

understood (1984).

A rare slogan cancel
References:

Reg Morris, "American Machine Cancels 1884-1898".
Published in England by the author who now resides in the
United States. Possibly out of print..

Misaligned dial and
killer

Scarce

. v AT
AL TH "?‘
\‘\'

Slogan cancel.
T — * ;_-. Somewhat scarce.

By Z5UAMESIOV
Wa /f =SFLEBR

c - \

Campare with similar
International cancel. .

— Pl M‘M'.'-‘-u‘\-—-“u
%“ELQ ! el Used in several dozen,
E’QPH”% ul:lw \t large towns from 1809:
< 4-PM'S .ﬂl»‘!q ik Imw&u », to mid-1920's
!9;4—/ ; “\5:/“}:1‘&34’{‘3 Common type, some
i e _“'r‘. Syt scarce uses.
o4 7} A a7 A =
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AMERICAN AMERICAN

The Chicago Wavy-Bur Postmarks The Chicagco Wavy-Bar Postmarks

W
OP‘GO’ = )-. - Very scarce
rd
Scarce

Very scarce.
There is another very
scarce variety with
"111" over the year Scarce
49" gver year in dial.
There is also a "1™ in
the killer diespace
Scarce Scarce

114" gver year in dial.

Scarce

Scarce

14 15




AMERICAN

Some Wavy-Bar Postmarks

AMERICAN

Some Wavy-Bar Postmarks

Used in 1894-1895 in
Reading, Chicago, and
a few other cities.

Most are scarce.
Except for Philadel-

phia, wavy-bar kil-
lers were used in
very few cities.

Compare nearly iden-
tical Barnard cancel

Scarce uses
A similar postmark used
very briefly in Reading
im 1900. Rare

Postal Zone 56

\..14; ." -) i
This and the following
two postmarks illustrate
types used in the .
Philadelphia postoffices
for many years. Used
in a few other cities.

Scarce

Common types but there
are scarce uses.

16 ' '
17




AMERICAN AMERICAN

Evolution of the First Flag Cancel - Machine H

AMERICAN FLAG CANCELS

The earliest known APMC flag cancel is dated October 31, 1894,
Boston, Mass. A few APMC flag machines were still in use when
World War II was raging. A complete set of flag postmarks for
the intervening years would number well over 10,000 examples - |
counting places and types and varieties of use. The subject is l
covered expertly in a monumental book by Frederick Langford,
“The Standard Flag Cancel Encyclopedia," now in its third edi-
tion. .

This

A few other manufacturers produced flag cancels, most such can-
cels being rare or exceedingly scarce. Most are easily distin- !
guished from APMC flags. The Barnard/American flag cancels are |
listed separately in this book, a distinction Langford does not
make except in a footnote. :

The most popular flags are doubtless the involute flags used 1in
Boston and about thirty other cities from 1896 to 1899 i

References:

Frederick Langford, '"Standard Fiag Cancel Encyclopedia"
Copyright 1976 and published by the author

These and the 6-bar (May 31) are rare, the others scarce.

Machine H may well have been more an experimental unit than a production unit.

Both the dials and killers for 1890 and 1891 appear to be the same but for the year

e/ i
E :I: k3305 ? :I: r'iﬁ
AINA | ~t |
ol A : | [ |
fCrhP 2900 Na® % ; & | :
Q:-FM Jka 7 S I : S [
Y z f
Aacs: i
ASD | o
]
[ E
-7 - @
Q
Mismatched Halves of Split Dials - Rare ﬁ
2]
c
@
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AMERICAN

Some of the Flags

KON. 47
ex s
@ 0CT 22 o)

9= PM

\

20

= MAY

Q\Nc/\

6-30°

o
/19 Z‘;

Machime F, very early use
Very scarce in 1894, less
so in 1895. Note stripes
closed at left, mo staff,
no halyard.

Note flag staff, no hal-
yard. Type is common,
some uses scarce

Black disk in diespace,
disk scarce, flag common

Boston Station B
Type common

One of several RPO types.

Range from somewhat
scarce to rare

Very scarce use

Some of the Flags

AMERICAN

Station T

D = deposited (as
distinguished from
C = collected)

Scarce

Very scarce use

Rare use

Thig type of flag was
used at Newton Station,
Mass. - uncommon

Eagle in diespace

Scarce

A very commnon type
for stations

21




AMERICAN AMEﬁICAN

Some of the Flags
A progression of postmarks from Machine S, Boston

(not complete)

One of several RPO types .
A flag cancel first

appeared on Machine S
in 1895

Range from somewhat
scarce to rare

Common type

Note halyard extends
to top of staff.
May not be an

American postmark. New dial

Very scarce

New type dial

Common

A ship-board cancel
Return to old type

dial

Generally scarce

2¢ UMITED STYATED 2¢

POSTAGE

Uncommon

New dial, new flag

New dial, new flag

22 23
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AMERICAN AMERICAN

A Progression of Postmarks from Machine 5, Boston

(not complete) A Progression of Postmarks from Machine 5, Boston

(not complete)

New dial
Note narrow year

New flag? New dial

All are common types

New dial, new flag

New dial
New dial
Wide year New dial
1890's type dial
used briefly.
Scarce New dial
= CO.. /<
e N
é;\ zzs";\ New dial
Q’%ENAS 55)
3-PM New flag with small
G-FM field of stars
132
- —
New dial

Return to earlier type
dial and large field
for stars.

3rd Class Mail

Machine § flags ended
in 1914

24
25




AMERICAN
Involute Flags 1896 - 1899 AMERICAN
AMERICAN SERVICE MARKINGS

The first two involute

flags shown here may or

may not be APMC postmarks.,

In 1885 APMC created a transit backstamp which was used

briefly that year. It is rare. From. 1885 to 1890 a full

postmark was occasionally used as a transit backstamp.

They are scarce. Late in 1890 the then new small dial

without killer began to appear as a received backstamp.

Scarce These, too, are scarce. Thereafter dials alone are found
commonly. In 1893 the idea of a service marking reappeared
in the form of a "train late" backstamp, and thereafter
special purpose backstamps in many designs were offered for
APMC equipment. Far more frequently, regular postmarks
were used as received backstamps. In mid-1913 the Post
Office Department discontinued the practice (frequently
overlooked) of backstamping first class mail with the time
and date received, and APMC service markings bacame a thing

Uncommon of the past. "

The first is rare.
Note year in two places.

References:

Machine Cancel Forum pp 663-682

TR s

Scarce
¥
m\ e - 7

-

S 10-2017, e e

© \JUL 2! i P S ¥ SR £

# : i ’
Rare ‘..,‘\; L4

. i

Scarce

26
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AMERICAN

Some Service Markings

S = Scarce

@QE'K}O
(W gy F e
P REGEIVED

SRS 02 W
S ,Uu/:
Ttz 7

Q\J\EEV/( 2
&

RECEIVED
STaT\OS

RECEV

RECEIVED

28

AMERICAN

Some Service Markings

d‘m
RECEIWVED z
___—.”-\—""

QAKLAND
STATION

— RECEIVED

29




BARNARD

BARNARD and BARNARD/AMERICAN

George E. Barnard of Fitchburg, Mass. produced a machine used
in Fitchburg in 1892-1894. It made a six-bar killer somewhat
like the American Postal Machine Company's killers of 1884-
1891 but with wider spacing between bars. A seven-bar wavy
killer was used in 1894-1897 and a coarser five-bar wavy
killer was used in 1895 - these were used in a few places in
the Boston area and are believed to be Barnards or Barnard/
Americans. The relation of Barnard to the APMC is known but
not fully understood (1984). Some authorities think it 1likely
that Barnard and the APMC are together the originators of

some exceptional flag cancels used in a few of the Boston
suburbs.

References:

Machine Cancel Forum pp 523-532

30

BARNARD
6-bar
Four lines for date
and time

Very scarce

6-bar, bottom line
did not print
Three line date/time

Scarce

-Gripper marks (in circles)
Scarce
This type gripper mark

is characteristic of
Barrnard machines.

Gripper mark at top only
(in circle)

Scarce

Gripper mark at top only

Rare

31




BARNARD/AMERICAN

BARR-FYKE
Long and Short Flags

BARR-FYKE
Note gripper mark (in circle)
staff, no halyard
Somewhat scarce . . . :
The Barr-Fyke Machine Company of Kansas City, Missourl pro-
duced -a small number of postmarking machines and some of the
most distinctive postmarks of the period from about 1897 to
1905 or a little later. There is no catalog of these post-
marks. A listing of then known types appeared many years ago

in "XX Killers," long out of print,. One collector is known to
be working on an update for eventual publication.

Two of the short flags
used in stations of Boston

Somewhat scarce

No gripper marks

M ocw 7 N BARR-FYKE

.;,‘0 N. 2\ . _ sessmmnslbeon %bvﬁ*%
l:g SFEP 28 L‘}l Station D . _ '
| 8- 9“ v ! i
v Scarce . i
/8pe° e, — g 22N Cornr

HAMPDEN

'‘NNOU A843d (22(3‘5{74%;,‘

32
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BARR-FYKE

. BARR-FYKE
Experimental Types 18396 - 1897
Most were used only a few days, hence are rare
SANY T (e
} S C’ )|1l’ ‘“'““_.
! e P' }‘ / K ‘ Experimental
o | KANSAS CITY,MO. w239 Rare
JUN |2 7PM 96
, &7\
s 1o
OMPANY, :
Experimental
Rare

KANSASC:TY,MO |
®{dL0 7FpMm 36 )

W |+ KANSASCITYMO, I l l
ser.28_sem o6 |l |||} [

Possibly the most 3,
common of these
rare postmarks

Type used in a few
large cities.

Somewhat scarce

4£19rn to

T3 1)

I'SEP 19 4PM 98 |

Station in dial

Somewhat scarce

Probably the most
common Barr-Fyke
but still uncommon

g (T

Somewhat scarce

34
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BARR-FYKE BARR-FYKE

7-bar, scarce type

V7 ANE\
=) WZ
k=14 H™Id

3 .
Arcs often indicate mall dial

Barr-Fyke

Somewhat scarce

WP /Ay
N s

8-bar, very scarce

Small dial with arcs,
arcs often indicate Barr-Fyke

Somewhat scarce’

1903 / :
x CAL/ .
. 39T/ N STy, |51 _
Sbmrs statlon Jt- alal 'Np Mcrgqf:\l) l l ‘ \ I l | ?'thrs’b ' 5 [{’g{-?’; :32 Ze;:::zer
i S d ! s ! g
Very scarce t (908 .: \ 908 ‘), !fjb 1 impressions
x 18/ |l l '~"J§‘xh~°’ i "!.

7-bar with screw hole,

E bd“'”&‘).-—, not a diespace

"a’ 55023% Very scarce

LS PM T

\ 1902 ECEIVED |
e - | ]

Barr-Fyke flag
Not APMC. Scarce
Known from several cities

All are scarce

Generally considered to

be a Barr-Fyke, but very
atypieal. Very scarce.

This station only.

—_
AAIL DELAYED

TRAIN LATE
a— ~

-

& 37
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BARRY BARRY

BARRY

BARRY

The Barry Postal Supply Company of Oswego, New York created a Experimentals
wide variety of postmarks between 1895 and 1909. During that

period Barry was a significant factor in the market. The

first slogan cancels came from Barry machines - for the Pan-

American Exposition in Buffalo, New York. AT

After International Postal Supply Company machines were dis- °“WﬂSHH¢GTONﬂ)CI
continued by the Post Office Department in 1895, Barry was a MAY 22 94
prominent contender for the business. The reintroduction of . MAILED 230 PM
IPSC machines in mid-1900 created competition which ultimately g TR e

Barry could not meet.

Rare type

Barry dials are in circle, oval, and bar form - about fifty v W,

types and subtypes. Killers can be straight or wavy. Barry HINGTON D. ¢

postmarks are usually easy to identify in spite of the many 4

types. Barry slanted bar killers must be distinguished from ) Considered experimental
the far less common Hampden killers which have lower angles. ' . NASMINGTpN D.C. if dated June 1895

JUN 18 4~ PM 385

Very scarce

References:

o
Funk and Bond, "Barry Machine Cancels" ?HRMLQO, _
published by US Cancellation Club ' “YOBK, N. Y., Production model

similar to experimental

“m—l——'—
'-NEWYORKIVY
ﬁUF 20 730 PM 85

Somewhat scarce if

é;“‘  this early
OSWEGO. :oii two sections of
iller
=~ ALESO=H FM
"’A“ o Considered experimental
12-NY.-08 Known only from Oswego

in 1908-180%

Somewhat scarce

38
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BARRY
BARRY

Common type

-NEW YORIN Some common types
QCT 15 T4uPM

* . .
BALT'MORE: Me - Not common
DEC 14 7= PM?98 2

SOCIETY
ST§AN Fu:pq;(s-ai ——
Jrﬂ_loc SE.PM 98 Not common

WASHIMGTON,D.C
APR IS 2-FM'9

Ui\

ST N Y ORK e LI TR
—_— M, Y, e b Not common

turn to L
WELAINSTON :"1\ >/ AN FE3 24 B10EM 29— :
: "“‘. ; l'.lr-’.' i ;‘ - — ‘“‘.“'—_f

SEP |4 9- PM’97 -
oo : -—'..\\

, | = .'
" 3 s
/ i ' I THAGA N A
N.Y. - iR .~
s SEP 9 1f 1:9r08 =12 3%: Common type
s it Damaged bars
Sl e w2

ice

a7 |
NEW BRUNSWIC
——t—— N, 2 2 1]
", Al Common type

. s e I R R . T
g” ﬂ:’ — 00 Known also from
ST. LOV IS TN f:?;"ﬁ‘.:}\'r Brooklyn and =
- M 0 - = 1 ' &:r\ g Rochester
NOV 64 7" PM 97 \ ""-"\‘\ k}f;‘}l:
| — \ A, .05 Somewhat scarce type

41
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BARRY

BARRY
- e i
e Co. .
NS WER o‘_-- All are somewhat scarce
NEWYORKNYSTAU. Uncommon type :'—:-'N *T/_-___ — :
SEP 4 33C "M '98 JUM27103C AM *02 —— e

NEW YORK,N.Y —_—
PO BRAN HE Uncommon type OS\NE. JOv
DEC 6 ci0FM'98 —-2}18 \gm_'ﬂs -1
M Je ) =

Redundant
Scarce
SAINT Loms.ﬁ).
M?;-IE]! , - ;: "8 Uncommon
Fd@ﬂf ALO.N.Y
,....&'."A.I 10 ",'d'g-.} —
A Z =7 b Common

amp - v P T —

42
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BARRY

BARRY
All are common

/’iﬁ‘mﬂh‘ﬂ?_""_" =
Frc A =
\s9s_/

Very common

Common
s

MAY T
(*‘ g PM "/

1898 /"

g
? F AL O' ommon
turn to | Q}: £B8 %
FRATI W 007~ S TR A =
'TER, N jan 71 2 : e ol PONLS0 S
ud '\‘.‘i‘.ﬂ% BrypsPA =<7 \_‘h"‘_//-\\ WAL : :
1398 —_— " -

Not common

w"*

Fé.—" "NORTH, /a
L b

Very scarce
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BARRY

fd?c;' h

=§rgr 1y T
e D..;
g P&&h

46

Type not common

Type not common

Type not common

Scarce type

Dial similar to
American Machine
dial

Type not common

Rare type

ot 7 EaBue| oc1 3

BARRY

Rare

1)
(FEETs

Very scarce

(TOLE000AE

1899

Somewhat scarce

Somewhat scarce

' Gﬁgﬁ?ib—-
VST hr.A X Similar postmark from

\ M - 2 ‘3 ) 7 : X i Station
MAY 18 630 PM’0l — Q 5 s PanAmerican
EXPOSITION is rare

Barry flag, not APMC
Rare

Also known with "O"
at bottom of dial

47




BARRY
Some Slogan Cancels

Rare

W,

Rare

, —
Q'RL LA Sr—-—‘_&ﬂmuusmsrm/
e gEn 28 °°”§r

R I —
s e G AP \\Ci_..-_
DALLAS:T —(rexal s_ws FAIR l—
JuL :0:9166.'005_ SEPT 29-0CT 4. 1800, SIS

2 LouUlS, , ) Somewhat scarce
”’JAHIU
. 1'1. ll. ’ :01

48

Some Service Markings

BOSTON —_——

ASS
0TT 6 BaaPM’SBR E'VED !
-@DELp\ }

O =AM

5
(t""‘* s >} RECEIVEDL

N N 2. MAILDE LAYE_F?..:

el &
ST TRAIN _LATED

s - N RLoZ

L EHICAS O WL DELAYEDE
- 10 PMP  TRAIN LATE. !

- oo

BARRY

Common type

Somewhat scarce

Somewhat scarce

Somewhat scarce

Scarce

Scarce
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BARRY
Some Service Markings BOSWELL

BOSWELL

|
\
- ‘\
-t

Apparently little is known of Washington, D.C's Francis G.

Scarce type Boswell except that he was in some way responsible for produc-

¢

ing the postmark illustrated here. The name, "Electro Post-
| —— marking Machine,” is associated with him. There may be some
. 1 connection with the Universal Stamping Machine Company, the
' makers of Universal postmarks. Boswell postmarks are very rare.
Oval dial without killer
Common type
CHICAG D1 ! paltnmnt of the Interios
o= l%'-. = Common type BUREAU OF PENSIONS. /\“*\ _ "
W 3 7=l 0% . f‘o SN g O T -
e ———EE—— — . -
- ‘\ B oy Pﬁ . .
- 3\;9 O - 5 -:
m s e . . ] rd A A2 . 7 .
s T Service Marking (entire)
PR used as a postmark.
~ *' f—\\-‘- 3
WASHINGTON’D’ C. -~ e : Somewhat scarce type
JAN 20 330PM ’97 ~ l@,-;, f_'.-;‘:fli
— \. ‘a""-'ﬂ..:.'...-ﬁ--..; [

- 50 {
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CHESHIRE COLUMBIA

CHESHIRE
COLUMBIA

Edward Cheshire of Cleveland is credited with inventing a
machine which produced a four-bar cancel, illustrated here,
and a very similar five-bar cancel. Both are rare. Even more
rare is a three inch long oval postmark also attributed to

Cheshire.

The Columbia Postal Supply Company of Silver Creek, New York
produced a striking variety of postmarks beginning about 1900
and continuing for several decades. Some types of Doremus,
Time-Cummins, International, and Universal postmarks resemble
some Columbia postmarks, but most Columbias are distinctive
and easily identified. They have been the subject of many
References: ' articles, type charts, and town/year listings, notably those
published in Machine Cancel Forum.
Machine Cancel Forum pp 1349, 623-633

References:

Machine Cancel Forum, pp 686-702 type charts
also pp 252-256, 295-299, 329-339, 620-621, 1307-1320

—
CLEVELAND —————
AUG. 8 Il AM. A 33
19 QHtQ QO ary Wy YU

Caw )
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COLUMBIA

Uncommon type

Compare with Doremus
of same period.
Columbia killer is
longer.

Station in dial type

Not common

Common type

Compare with Doremus
after 1910, and with
American postmark.

Postmark used as
Serviece Marking.

Scarce type

Type known only fram
Silver Creek and
Little Rock.

Scarce

COLUMBIA

Triple vertical bars
known only from
Atlantic City and
Marshall, Mich.

Scarce

Several types with
regular and irregular
patterns known.

Common types

Common

Common

Station in dial

Not common
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COLUMBIA

A

foGael o A

MAR 8 09 o
6 —30AM

U

SEP 1308

L35

£ &R RGCKAWAYILT:

30 —=PM

¥ AF USED

RACINE.WIS. - m——

4—20PM  COOPERSTA ——r——
APR 8 -0 _,';

O \ C,Cb't (1/
Lxﬂ!ﬂg ¢

CU\IMUNICATlDN

&PRJO-“&

'éiinlijAWTrix-q'y

ey © A

Fl

3rd Class Mail

Uncommon

56

Top bar did not print.
Also known with lines ak,
and below dial

Common type

Paired bars
Larger print than above

Common type

Another variety

Common

Station in killer
Very small print

Common type

Uncommon

Uncommon

8-Bar Cancels

JOHNSTOWN.
0cT31-13

|—30 PM
NEY s —=—s

AMHERST.

MAR2S

4—30PM

MASS

PROVIDENCE.R.L

APR 6 17

I2==30 PM

ELMWOQODSTATION -

i LE SLE,
M H,

. DETROLT.MICH. -

"n :Lu: wm nsrz—_‘ ' .i.i

e wop of Mud .3

SAGINAWWEST SIDE
ACT 3-14

5—30 Pil

TTURYINC 193

SR A
iigm&c. ; -

COLUMBIA

Common type

Four bars and year
did not print

Common type

Paired‘bars

Common type

Station use

Uncommon

Station use

Uncommon

Inverted name

Scarce
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COLUMBIA

‘WK, PAPRI7-15

'umn@u?ﬁ'fﬁ&_ e -\
. —_— ~—

IPAMSCH CHUNK  —~———

- reBi6--16
us £0AB5P M

PA.

6@7.7?//
{Jur 14-18
3——PM
N

AELH, I :
/ " T e Y
{ s s IR
| 0 30AM el
I .

e
e
5 ~

e

et A Ty * g i ety
a \ - . Ly 0
£l T T oy i<
SWs Ty s A
T - R VT % i1 0
] [ po— — - . [y PY
\ 4 st b sl
SN T it B = < Y B
- e e St 22 L. M
§ . T o —— Tt 4
i - )
o -
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N e

All are common types

Columbias can usually be
distinguished from
Universals by the distance
from dial to killer -
Columbias are closer.

Repeaters and Slogans

COLUMBIA

ciFic EPRRRIN-CA B wash. aad i

PR -
= =" JUN25-09 = - —
N 7 A4 T 2—PM 77~ - -
SANDUSKY = PERRYS VI
e Wy o CENTE ; Slogan
AN : PUT-I Scarce
OHIO — OHIO
AUSTIN FOOD
MAY | =16 W|LL Scarce
8—PM WIN THE .
TEXAS DON'T WASTE IT ————
REDLANDS, PANAMA,CALIFORRY _
sp15-16  INTERNATIONALEXERETIOWER scar
8——PM AT SANDIEGO\@AWP--
CAL. cl-é
GULFPORT  MISSisSIPPI CENTENNIAL
~ APR28 17 — EXPOSIT 10§, 7R
3—=PM  QPENS DEC.10. 18 Scarce
MISS. GULFPORT-MISS

Repeater

Rare

Repeater

Rare
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COLUMBIA

COLUMBIA

Service Markings

Common

.

-

Uncommon

»

Uncommon

Repeater

Rare

Note stars

Uncommon

ST.JOSEPH 1 MO
2—p
MAR 23-10

Scarce

61
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CONSTANTINE
CONSTANTINE

George Constantine seems to have been an inventor who

struggled and lost the attempt to build and market a success-
ful postmarking machine. His horizontal bar machine had six
postmarking dies on it. Researchers are trying to determine
if, as suspected, the six dials and six killers were in fact
interchangeable and sometimes interchanged - if so, the number
of possible combinations is large indeed. Research is hampered
by the scarcity = rarity is a better term = of Constantine
postmarks. To date little has been published about these
machines. Constantines are known only from New York City and

Washington from 1890 to 1895.

;<
{G3CAM
% D7
\HLFI/

62

DOREMUS

DOREMUS

Will;rd Do?emus of Washington, D.C. invented a brand of

:;EZ;n;er;dgiZ ¥s§d infthe ?.S. beginning in 1899 and lasting
n a few aces,

tather distinctive, unlikelg to ze czg;zszzri?:; Egzzzazgs i

ot@er.makes if the time chart is used. There are only a few

principal types of Doremus postmarks, each of them illustrated

here, plus a few variations. Perfect prints are surprisingly

g

References:

Standard En;yclopedia Of Doremus Machine Canéels
by Frederick Langford, copyright 1968

i T W 1y I ATV ATIVOIRS ¢ S

F . i

'\"L 4.‘
Q- ] — . l: ——:.—-—-—-—-—------ li .‘ a_ ] : N
SN0 @ DEPCIVED, 1 ol el
\&m;:j ) btiytd pob v
. o — - 45 -~ <
. / F i il’b ' "h ‘ i ‘ K
go il & )
\\‘:. é‘ Y} > .\‘;
S e ’ /W
togw
Va
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DOREMUS
DOREMUS
Earlliest type. Solid :
. .%f-) \\"J’{“‘-

lines. Scarce (D U T T CE- T N S S R

diaa ¢4 4 b 3ot T b3
Bars shorter, finer (= JIL27 Tet 3 5 i) L
than similar Columbia :3"50 A'Tﬁ i i i ; % These first two postmarks
killer NG ¥ ¥ are the most common of the

Doremuses.

Dotted lines, unique
to this city

Very scarce

Uncommﬁn type

in station dials. Most
are uncommon. A few are
scarce or rare.

e . % H“' . .
- . There are many variations
g

CHESTNUT HILL}~j*
STATION &

3rd Class Mail,
somewhat scarce

'{é-?O\ [E——re L L ' S ‘:'l : £

;(:\"M,'-‘(f?% iy G T e v Large dashes in killer
& : - D S CED S T S S T i
‘- 6;93;:: ) Gmmmman . avemem e U Somewhat scarce Scarce type

Aa:s

e V‘lf}‘;j‘/ ll.(nncnnunnunon--unull- ' ;-E'- >

e | L Gy A
;,..:' DEC‘+ Cl sTnssEEENeRsssaasesser 4 '-? > Small dashes in killer :icf" ?',“ E
“~ 7 30 P & seesyseBENesEETET IR ! [zl lt LI 3" - ' :
\_ lessRGERURYSEEaARSgana s Uncommon type ‘O —== S ;}.XﬂON /\' E
SRILNE P :
MIN":& sieqasesssccanRacsvesa /907‘ ;
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DOREMUS

ARRT =

%) BRasch. = NS

TGrCARD.
AVENUE: R.P.O.

66

Very common type

Stoneham independent

Scarce type

Stoneham as branch

Somewhat scarce type
First used in 1811.
Compare Columbia and
American postmarks.

All Doremus slogan
cancels are scarce.

Scarce RPO

Scarce RPO

Some Service Markings DOREMUS

RECENED

(af-' APRI S
C1—A %

EEE

9027

. m {;\ ."‘

= 2
(f_? ABR 1T NEWTON

= ATION. : |
g7+ & RECEIVED, 3 % I | TyPe neR semmen
/30% - 14 '
3 2/
boF e

e - :- .”:SJEE?SEfiCzA{JQ
B ~RTRECEIVESR

Type not common

Very exceptional: printed
in red ink.

Very scarce
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EVANS

EVANS

Samuel J. Evans of Roanoke, Virginia, 1is known to have
received at least four patents for postmarking devices,
_but what his postmarks looked like is far from certain.
Two possible types are known, the one illustrated here
and another with seven bars, dotted lines resembling one
of the Doremus bar killers. In both cases the dials look
very much like American Machine flag dials, and a flag
machine is known from Roanoke in the same period. What-
ever the truth may be, examples are exceedingly rare.

References:

Machine Cancel Forum pp 643-647

(oot 55
- B-a0p
N 19
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GEARY

GEARY

James Geary of Bradford, Pennsylvania was the founder of the
Geary National Supply Company and the inventor of one or more
machines which produced several varieties of postmarks between
1895 and 1905. Most of these postmarks were made in the Brad-
ford postoffice. Some of the killers are very similar to the
vertical line Doremus killers of the same era, but Doremus did
not use straight-line dials as Geary did. All Geary postmarks
are rare.

References:

Machine Cancel Forum pp 401-408, 493-496
For use of Geary machines in Canada, see MCF pp 1507-1522
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GEARY
HAMPDEN

! HAMPDEN
BRADFORD PA.

DEC 26 4 PM97

All are rare

The Hampden Cancelling Machine Company of Holyoke, Mass.
produced a few score of machines which eventually saw use
in 125-150 postoffices. The first known postmark was a
one-line dial with four horizontal bars as a killer, used
briefly in 1896 and now generally considered to have been

= experimental. It is rare. Nearly all other Hampden machines
produced a one-, two-, OT three~line dial with slanting bar
RRADFCORD.PA ‘ killers. The size of type in the dials varies from about
0CT.4 7 — ‘ 2.5mm to 4.5mm. The slants in the killers measure from 890
i [

to 15°, much more flat than the contemporary Barry killers.

_ . Hampden postmarks are uncommon and good examples are especi-
' : ally hard to find. Poor inking and ink smudges are frequent.
) Service markings are sometimeswdials without killers and can

0., _ look deceptively like impressions from rubber stamps.

PARR ADF CRO.PA.

: The Hampden flag cancel is rare indeed. The Hampden flag

: . dial is two lines of type; the common American Postal
SEF25'730PMDO " Machine Company flag cancel has a circle dial.
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Hampden machines were in use from about 1898 to about 1905.
There is no up to date catalog of them.

e ME

MAY27-9- pMOl

ULCIAN[STE e ———— L.___I*I e

Oval dial ) Experimental - Rare
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HANDSTAMPS

HANDSTAMPS

To help new collectors differentiate between handstamped
postmarks and machine-made postmarks, the next two pages
illustrate some of the common handstamps in use during the
period this book covers. Dials were usually made of rubber
or metal, and killers could be that or smudgy cork. These
postmarks vary in quality at least as much as machine-made

prints. The number of designs and variations seems infinite.

The so-called "fancy cancels"™ have been the subject of
innumerable books and articles.

Handstamps are otherwise outside the scope of this book.
The U.S.Cancellation Club 1s an excellent source of informa-
tion on the subject.

W(,’,“ﬂ

[ 9y
NOTMING BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BE PU\GED aTH?‘.’u C?
f." M pI,

HANDSTAMPS

Compare with very
similar Leavitt
service marking.
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HANDSTAMPS
INTERNATIONAL

INTERNATIONAL

Z PN
Iﬂjx‘th%Ewﬂ The earliest postmarks of the International Postal Supply
Company of New York appeared in Brooklyn in March 1888. By
mid-1895 International had become the leader in the cancel-
ling machine business, with machines installed in significant
cities all over the U.S. - except in Boston and a few other
American Postal Machine Company strongholds. For complex
reasons well described in Reg Morris' fascinating book on
the IPSC (see below), the Post Office Department cancelled
the IPSC contract as of July 1, 1895. In mid-1900 the IPSC
came back strongly and was soon the dominant force in the
market.

Early International postmarks superficially resemble American
Postal Machine Company and Constantine postmarks of the same
period. Constantines are rare, and all large-dial -Americans
come from Boston, so differentiation is fairly easy. In
many, many instances the smaller International dials, begin-
ning about 1893, show an arc or dash just above the year.

It is a highly reliable clue for identifying International
postmarks of the next several decades. Until heavy wear or
damage occurs, International postmarks are more sharply and
finely engraved than those of comparable size and shape from

other machines. Until at least 1925, International dials
almost always have the year as an arc at the bottom of the
dial - most exceptions to this rule are service markings or

substations.

References:

"the history, machinery, and postal markings of the
International Postal Supply Company of New York"
by Reg Morris Copyright 1982

"The International Postal Supply Company Catalog of Machine
Markings 1888-1910" by Reg Morris copyright 1982
published by Machine Cancel Forum
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. INTERNATIONAL
INTERNATIONAL

JOKLYN, N. V.,

Known only from New
York, Buffalo, and
Brooklyn in 1888 -
very scarce.
1889 scarce

,_ ~ Very common
AL (ent Y
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). & 0. TEA COMPANY,

Two different dials
and different killers
are known from New
York. Similar killer

mid-1900 are considered
experimental

SAES o used in Brooklyn.
All are rare
Uncommon Very common
—-JS /zz?ﬁ'w : S gncommon type, gnown
f A u!wé- /Q im 1895 and again in
f{u FEg2 2 - - 1898-1900. IPSC post-
= S i marks from 1898 to
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=3 =
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Uncommon type
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INTERNATIONAL

80

Very common

Known only from New Haven
in 1903-1804

Rare

Very common

Station use

Very common

Station use

Common

Compare very similar
Time-Cummins and
Universal killers.

Uncommen type

>

Jan28

AUuILB3
YOLR MAIL
TO

INTERNATIONAL

Type not common

Common type

Redundant '"J!

Commaon type

Station use

Common

Redundant "A"

Common type

Station use

Common type
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INTERNATIONAL |
Exposition Stations and Slogans INTERNATIONAL

Some Curiosities

Exposition Station,
Very scarce. Compare
similar American
pastmark

Screw heads show

Common slogan type
Year may appear in killer.

Quaker date (12-15)

Oversize 3 in year

Scarce

Exposition Station, type
used at several fairs.

Scarcee

Horizontal stretch

Slogan postmark. Scarce.

Compare similar American
for this event.

Top bar missing

Exposition Station

Scarce

Inverted killer

WORLD'S Station use

- I ) . _t

PANP‘PMp?ciﬂc : ! s . Slogan postmark
EXPOS‘HON 0 . ¢ Common type

IN SAN FRANCISCOY

1215

Scarce

Slogan postmark o
Military postmark

used in USA
in World War I
THE AmERICAN ReD CRCSS Nt comnmon

Somewhat scarce
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INTERNATIONAL

Some Service Markings

S = Scarce KRAG
KRAG

Krag may be the only European postmarking machine used in the
U.S. prior to World War I. Krag is a Norwegian company which
| still produces postmarking machines for world markets. They
have been used only experimentally in the U.S. postal system.
Examples are rare.

References:

Machine Cancel Forum pp 155-156, 342-345

Frederick Brofos of Warner, N.H. has written and published
several monographs on the history of the Krag company.

Machine S
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LEAVITT

LEAVITT

Thomas Leavitt developed a machine which was first used in
Boston, Mass. in 1876. Apparently it did not work well on
envelopes, for Leavitt postmarks are found almost exclusively
on postal cards. The earliest type and subsequent experi-
mentals are likely to be found on envelopes, and all are rare.
By 1880 Leavitt machines had been used in about two dozen
cities. Impressions from some cities are very scarce, even
rare. Note that Leavitt oval killers have eight bars (there
is one from Boston which has only seven) in a wide oval.
Handstamp oval killers are far more common, are usually high-
er, and usually have more than eight bars. Leavitt machines
were used until 1892.

References:

Frank B. Stratton, "Descriptive Catalog of the Leavitt Machine
Cancellations," published in 1976 by The United Postal
Stationery Society. A first-rate guide.

Machine Cancel Forum p 826 wupdating the above

Mr. Stratton has prepared a second edition of his catalog.
Publication is expected in 1984 by UPSS,

WRITE THE AZC3S25 ON THIS SiCT-THE MESSACECT™ THE OTHER

ﬂw%v? }%&

Fras,
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70N THE OTHER

LEAVITT

Earliest type

Rare

Known 1876-1878 from
Boston.

Somewhat scarce

Rare

Rare

Very scarce

Leavitt type most widely
used - in about 25 cities.
Type somewhat scarce,
several are rare. May
show C or D in killer.
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LEAVITT
LEAVITT

Some Experimentals

Type not common All are rare

Type not common

o Known also from Indiamapolis
T AN I8 Oy

Rare

Inverted D in killer

Very scarce

Killer before dial, 1891

Rare

Smallest and most common '
Leavitt postmark

Boston only

Not common
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MALLONEE

MALLONEE

Joseph D. Mallonee invented a time-stamping device which was
used experimentally as a postmarking machine. Impressions are
rare. The Mallonee machine is considered a member of the
Time-Cummins family of machines. Note the exact time in the
accompanying illustration, 1:04 PM, a feature that later is
seen on Time-Cummins postmarks.

References:

Machine Cancel Forum pp 848-851

920

MILAM & HOLMES
MILAM and HOLMES

Some of the most spectacular postmarks ever used in the U.S.
came from machines created by John W. Milam and Samuel B.
Holmes of Frankfort, Kentucky between 1896 and 1899. Unfor-
tunately, they were more spectacular than practical. All
are rare. '

References:

Machine Cancel Forum pp 1567-1577
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MYERS

MYERS

One of the very eariy U.S. postmarking machines was that inven-
ted by Frederick R. Myers of New York. All known copies of his
postmarks are dated 1876 and are very rave. They may easily

be mistaken for handcancels.

Compare Myers postmarks with Palmer and Clark postmarks. Both

have been attributed by some authorities to other inventors.
Further study and more examples are needed.

References:

Machine Cancel Forum pp 161, 301-305, 500-501

PALMER & CLARK

PALMER and CLARK

The identity of the postmarks shown here has been a subject

of controversy for a long time. Current expert opinion attri-
butes them to Timothy G. Palmer and Henry F. Clark. The
patents are described in Machine Cancel Forum pp 227-234. The

similarity between these and the Myers postmarks is discussed
briefly in MCF p 821.
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PERFECTION

PERFECTION

The origin and operation of this device is obscure. It is
generally believed to be a simple hand-operated mechanism
for postmarking. It was used in small towns from 1900 to
about 1920. Consequently, some uses may be scarce but in
general the types may be termed uncommon. Whether or not

this device should be considered a machine postmark depends
upon the criteria applied.

References:

Machine Cancel Forum pp 1272-1281 types and uses
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PITNEY-BOBEW
PITNEY-BOWES

The Pitney-Bowes organization resulted from a merger of the
American Postage Meter Company with the Universal Stamping
Machine Company in 1920. Their early products must be con-
sidered meter postmarks rather than stamp postmarks. The
Universal machines continued to appear and by the middle of
the decade there were also Pitney-Bowes postmarking machines
with dials very similar to the meter dials. The earliest
use of a Pitney-Bowes meter was December 10, 1920.

References:

Machine Cancel Forum pp 833-835, 1345-1347
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PNEUMATIC

PNEUMATIC

The Pneumatic Cancelling Machine Company of Indianapolis,
Indiana produced some very distinctive postmarks from about
1898 to 1904. Except for the very rare shield and wavy bar
design, and for the early straight bar experimental, all
Pneumatic postmarks consist of straight line dials and killers
of eight horizontal bars arranged in pairs, the length of
pairs and even of individual lines varying considerably from
type to type.

References:

Machine Cancel Forum pp 189-193, 472-473, 573, 1223-1225

96

PNEUMATIC
INDIANAPCZLIS, IND,
APR =20 '98
' Experimental
g

Rare

Parallel bar types
are somewhat scarce,
station use even
more scarce.
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PNEUMATIC

Parallel bar types are

somewhat scarce.

SPRINGFIELD.ILL

OCT 5 H30AMOQ!

e ——

EVANSTON.ILL.

JUN 5 130 AMI03=—=

Holes, screwheads, and
plugs sometimes show
in bars.

Many variatiaons in
length of bars.

'HELENA. MONT.
20 citA 03

LOVE 13 AESERVED FOR POSTMARK.

TAL CARD.

ILOW IS FOR THE AODRESS ONLY:

BUT FALGW ¥
JANI § -

— — P i

Known only fraom
Indianapolis in
October 1903

Very rare

Scarce type. Service Marking used
in very few cities, sometimes with
"Received' at right. Compare with
Barry, Potter and Vail.

POTTER & VAIL

POTTER and VAIL

Potter and Vail were unsuccessful inventors of postmarking
machines. Their'machines were used experimentally in Kewanee,
Galesburg, Canton, and Chicago, Illinois in 1897-1900. The
herringbone killer is particularly distinctive. All Potter

and Vail postmarks are rare.

- KEWANEE ILL
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POTTER & VAIL

All are rare

r \N Né‘\
JUN 5
9 4-20PH 20) >>

\!___l___L..

CF'“ Aga. Similar to ?ar‘ry

Gz 4-m T and Pneumatic

'LE - d Service Markings
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PSEUDO

PSEUDO-MACHINE POSTMARKS

The postmarks shown here resemble at least superficially the
types of postmarks known to have been made by machines 1in
much larger towns and cities. Pseudo-machine postmarks may
actually be vanity items. Whatever the case, they show up
from many small towns beginning about 1890 and continuing to
the present time,

One or more of these postmarks may have been made by some
relatively simple mechanical contrivance such as that imputed
to Tilton and the well known English Pearson Hill. Whether
such a contrivance should be considered a machine or not de-
pends on the criteria applied.

FALL BROOK.
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TILTON

Perhap
a plac
a devi
in Eng

TILTON

s Leonard Tilton of Brooklyn, New York does not deserve
e in this book, for his postmarks may have been made by
ce comparable to the Pearson Hill "machine" widely used
land, which might be considered a handstamp. Impressions

are usually found on the backs of envelopes and are seldom
parallel to the top of the envelope, an indication that a
feeding mechanism was probably not employed. Known from

New York City from 1882 to about 1890, then briefly from Buf-
falo, N.Y. '
References:

Machine Cancel Forum pp 655-658, 883, 1232-1234

TIME-CUMMINS

TIME-CUMMINS

These postmarks began to appear about 1905 and for at least
two decades thereafter were widely used in the U.S. The
Time Marking Machine Company was taken over by the B. F.
Cummins Company, and specialists find no reliable way to
tell which machines made which postmarks during the trans-
ition years. Note also the rare Mallonee postmark (which
see); it can be considered a prototype of the Time Marking
devices.

During the early years the machines, when working properly,
could automatically advance the time shown in the dial, re-
sulting in times like 9:03 AM and 10:07 AM as illustrated
here, rather than the more conventional 9 AM, 10AM, etc.

.

References:

Machine Cancel Forum has published an excellent. and highly
comprehensive series of articles and type charts, etc.,
for Time-Cummins postmarks: MCF pp 837-868, 889-912,
929-948, 969-986, 1009-1024, 1089-1166. This material
has also been published by MCF as a separate volume.

MCF pp 1596-1599 for update
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TIME-CUMMINS
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Box dial. Scarce.
Similar dial from
Pittsburgh reads
"TRANSIT.'

Common

Common

Station use.

Common

Station use. Note
time: 9:10 PM
Common

Common
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TIME-CUMMINS
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Note time: 5:02 PM Exposition slogan

Common type Common

Compare International
and Universal killers
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Year missing from
killer - scarce
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UNIVERSAL
UNIVERSAL

Collectors who enjoy interesting designs are likely to find
Universal-killers pretty dull, but collectors of slogan can-
cels will have a seemingly endless list of possibilities.
The Universal Stamping Machine Company of New York produced
its first postmarks in 1909. About 1920 Universal was taken
over by the Pitney-Bowes organization, though Universal
machines remain on the market to this day. There is as yet
no catalog of Universal postmarks. Slogan cancel collectors
will find the "United States Postal Slogan Catalog" by Moe
Luff a worthy aid.
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Rare

Somewhat scarce type

Station use

Common

Common

Double year
Station use

Scarce

Station use
(machine 7)

Common type
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UNIVERSAL
UNIVERSAL

SoRAY

ﬂ’ichﬁQF Dots at bottom of dial
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UNIVERSAL
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Universals can usually

be distinguished from
Columbias by the distance
from dial to killer - .
Columbias are closer.
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UNIVERSAL !

i . UNIVERSAL
Redundant number,
machine 15 Uncommon
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UNKNOWN

UNKNOWN

Though there are hypotheses and even theories about who

made the machines represented on the following pages, expert
opinion is divided. And there is no present certainty that
all of them were made by machines. The first two Pittsburgh
postmarks look more like handstamps than machine-made post-
marks. The Pittsburgh shield postmark, probably made in
1872, is almost certainly a machine product as evidenced by
the offset impressions on the back of the same envelope.

The U.S.Patent Office has many postmarking machines on record
but patent drawings sometimes give no clues to what the post-
mark would look like.

The New York, Philadelphia, and Washington postmarks of 1892
"shown here are quite certainly machine made. Whether they
came from one or several machines is not known. Are they
Americans or Internationals, or Constantines or Barmnards,

or what?

The Chelsea Station postmark looks remarkably like an impres-
sion from an English mechanical stamping device, the Pearson

Hill. Is it that, or might it be a vanity handstamp acquired
to please some anglophile?

These and other problem postmarks await the conclusions of
detective-engineer~historians.

The only known
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WHITEHEAD '

WHITEHEAD

Not content with laying ink on postage stamps to prevent
reuse, Alfred E. Whitehead of Brooklyn, N.Y. (and there were
~others before and after him with similar eccentric ideas)
constructed a machine to print postmarks and cut into stamps.
Apparently it cut into envelopes, too. Not many pieces of
mail seem to have survived the trip through his machine -
impressions are rare. The type used as a backstamp shows

no sign of causing lacerations.

Known in 1898-1900 from Brooklyn only.

References:

Machiné Cancel Forum pp 214-217
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POSTSCRIPT

Hours before delivering these pages to the printer, friends
have come forward with new material and more helpfu} ideas.
To the extent practical, I have jncorporated these into the

text, but a few items would require more changes than I care
to make at this time:

Page 22 - the Madison Square flag cancel is probably a ‘
Bickerdike, a machine used in Canada and in many Places in
Europe. Bickerdikes are related to American Machines.

The only known full-cover example of a Mack Machine postmark
looks like this:
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