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CHAPTER I 

The Machine Commats of 
Boston, Mass. 1876-1886 

Part I 

by Fred G. Floyd 

The foDowing mate1ial was wntten in J.940 by Fred G. Floyd and appeared in p.rint in Billig's 
Philatelic Handbook Volumes XII and XIII in 1950. !Lprovides ,w ea.dypersonalhistoryofThomas 
LeavitJ:, which is reproduced h ere, separate from his philatelic history and accomplishments to which 
this book is devoted. It has been edited only slighdy. For a discussion of t11e word"commats" {Greek 
KOMMA - the ma.r* of a blow. e.g. as in coining} see Floyd's a.rticles in The American Philatelist 
Vols. 45:181; 49:529-538; 50:541-543. 
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Thomas Leavitt, Inventor of 
the Leavitt Cancelling Machine 

The introduction of the cancelling 
machine marks a distinct epoch in the postal 
development of the United States, for on the 
successful achievement of Mr. Leavitt's 
machine, the first feeble step in the evolution 
of modem postal facilities, rests that long time 
of inventive initiative culminating in and 
making possible that wonderful mechanism of 
today, which not only prints the requisite postal 
indicia but also at the same time saves the Post 
Office Department all the labor and expense 
of cancellation. It is therefore with the keenest 
personal pleasure that I, as a belated tribute to 
the memory of Thomas Leavitt and in 
recognition of the seIVice rendered by him to 
humanity, present this humble testimonial of 
his life and work. 
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Thomas Leavitt, the inventor of the 
first practical machine for mechanical 
cancellation of mail, was born in Hingham, 
Massachusetts, Oct 12, 1827. The town of 
Hingham, a small rural community, siruated on 
the South Shore of Massachusetts Bay some 
twenty miles from Boston, located in a 
picturesque gently rolling country, presents 
today with its wide streets bordered with 
majestic elms and sheltering many examples of 
old colonial architecture, as fine a specimen of 
a typical New England village as it is possible to 
find. Hingham is justly proud of her antiquity, 
not over ten communities of the old Bay State 
being able to claim priority in the matter of 
their natal day. Early in 1635, to the 
inhospitable wilderness, 



Leavitt Homestead - Leavitt Street, Hingham, Massachusetts 
Birthplace of Thomas Leavitt 

came a small company of hardy pioneers and 
religious enthusiasts from Hingham, England 
(from which the town derives its name) and, 
after obtaining legal title to the land from the 
resident sachem claiming jurisdiction, 
proceeded to build a settlement, incorporating 
on Sep. 2, 1635, under the name of Hingham. 

John Leavitt, the original ancestor of 
the Hingham branch of the Leavitt family in 
America, was born in England in 1608. 
Emigrating to America in 1628, he first located 
in Dorchester, Mass. and later settled in 
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Hingham, where in 1836, he was granted a 
house lot on what is now Leavitt Street and 
proceeded to build there a log cabin. In his 
will he is described as a "tayler". He must have 
been a man of considerable prominence, both 
in church and state, for it is recorded that for 
many years he was a Deacon of the church, 
occupied the position of Selectman over a 
period of some fourteen years, and twice 
served the town as Representative to the 
General Court He married twice and at his 
death as was customary for those times, left a 
generous progeny. The Leavitts thrived and 



multiplied and to judge from the records, the 
family seems to have been more than 
ordinarily prominent in town affairs, for during 
the first 200 years of Hingham history seldom 
was there a time when one or more of them 
did not occupy some position of trust and 
responsibility, from Constable to Town 
Treasurer. 

As was to be expected in an agricultural 
community, many of them were farmers, but 
amongst them we find a sprinkling of other 
vocations. A latent tendency in the family 
towards a decidedly mechanical turn of mind, 
which later manifested itself in the case of 
Thomas and his brother Martin, is early 
noticeable in Josiah Leavitt (17 44-1804) a 
great-uncle of the brothers. He also must have 
been a man of considerable versatility, 
proficient in all the arts and parts and 
somewhat of a mechanical genius for his day. 
Not only did he practice medicine in the town 
for a number of years but he also, at one time, 
constructed a clock for the Old Ship 
Church,(!) later turning his hand to organ 
builder as a profession. 

In the course of time the original log 
cabin erected by John Leavitt outgrew its 
usefulness and in 1712 it was replaced at the 
same location by the house now standing on 
Leavitt Street known as the old Leavitt 
homestead. Here on Oct. 12, 1827, Thomas 
Leavitt was born, sixth son of Martin and 
Tirzah (Thomas) Leavitt in the sixth generation 
of the direct line from the original John. 

In the old homestead he lived and grew 
up, and in public schools of the old town he 
received his education and reached maturity 
amidst an atmosphere of rural simplicity and 
an environment of tranquil peace. Of his early 
life in Hingham, little is known. I find no 
record that he held any public office, nor is 
there evidence to show that he identified 

5 

himself in any way with town affairs. In 1860 
he removed to South Malden, Mass. 
(incorporated as Everett in 1870) where he 
continued to make his home during the 
remainder of his life. 

If Mr. Leavitt was indifferent to his 
civic duties while a resident in Hingham, the 
accusation of apathy can not be maintained 
during the period of his later life, for he was a 
most public spirited citizen of Everett. In all 
the affairs of the little town of his adoption he 
took a keen interest, devoting much of his time 
and energy to any project of moment affecting 
its destiny. 

When the purchase of a fire engine is 
contemplated we find his name on the 
committee to make a selection; a public library 
is needed, and among those sponsoring the 
project Mr.Leavitt's name is prominent; when 
it becomes necessary to construct a new school 
building, again Mr.Leavitt is on the committee 
to superintend the structure; is the proposition 
of a new railway station at an inconvenient 
location before the town ? We find him ta.king 
the initiative in opposition and favoring a more 
desirable substitute position and carrying his 
point. And when, after twenty-two years, the 
inf ant town, outgrowing its swaddling clothes, 
aspires to the dignity of a city, Mr. Leavitt is 
drafted to assist in the drawing up a charter and 
securing incorporation. He served his 
community in many and varied capacities and 
such was his energy and activity we are almost 
willing to avow there may be something in a 
name after all.(2) 

Perhaps he is best known and most 
generally remembered in his home town in 
connection with his work on the Water Board, 
with which body he was identified almost from 



its inception, serving as Chairman, except for 
a short period of two years, for nearly two 
decades. In 1889 the Everett Savings Bank was 
incorporated with Mr. Leavitt one of the 
Trustees, which position he continued to 
hold up to the time of his death. He was a 
leading member of the University Society of 
the town from the beginning when in 1869 he 
is found as one of the pioneers for 
organization. 

Professionally Mr. Leavitt was a 
machinistandmechanical engineer, engagedin 
the manufacturing of machinery. His name 
first appears in the Boston Directory in 1859, 
where he is listed as a "machinist", located at 12 
Devonshire Street and he continued to 
maintain a business office at various locations 
in Boston almost up to the time of his death. 
During the period of the Civil War he is said 
to have been an expert to some extent for the 
government but the specific nature of his 
service is not a mailer of record. During the 
latter part of his life, his interests were 
considerably varied and not entirely 
mechanical. He was President of the Boston 
and Hingham Steamboat Co. and President of 
the Nantasket Land Co. For twenty-five years 
he was a member of the Massachusetts 
Charitable Mechanic Assn. and at one time 
setved on its governing body. 

Mr .Leavitt was an enthusiastic Mason 
and stood very high in the fraternity. He was 
raised in Mount Vernon Lodge, A.F. & A.M. 
of Malden, April 4, 1867, and played a 
conspicuous part in the formation of Palestine 
Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Everett, of which lodge 
he was a charter member. At its first regular 
communication held on Jan. 14, 1869, he 
officiated in the dual capacity of Treasurer and 
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Tyler. He was also a charter member of Arch 
Chapter of the Tabernacle of Malden and its 
first Scribe, a member of Melrose Council. 
Royal and Select Masters of Malden and a 
charter member of Beauseount Commandery 
of the K.T. of Malden. 

In 1854 Mr.Leavitt married Martha E. 
Whittier. He passed away Dec. 14, 1899, 
beloved for his many good deeds and 
respected by his fellow citizens for his faithful 
and unselfish setvices to his community.(3) 

(1) This church is the oldest church 
structure in America in continuous use 
as a house of worship. 

(2) It's said the founder of the Leavitt line in 
England and (ancestor of John) came 
over from Normandy with William the 
Conqueror and the French form of the 
name is "le Vite" translated quick, active 
and energetic. 

(3) In the preparation of this sketch of 
Thomas Leavitt the following have been 
useful - History of the Town of 
Hingham, 1893; EverettSouvenir, 1870-
1893 Everett Republican of Dec. 16, 
1899. I also wish to express my gratitude 
to those who have so generously 
assisted me in this work - Mrs. H. M. 
Noyes, Secty. Assn. of Leavitt Families; 
Clarence S. Brigham, Director Am. 
Antiquitries Soc .. ; Georgia W. Rathbone, 
Librarian F. E. Parlin Memorial Library; 
R. G. Hensley, Ref. Librarian, Boston 
Public Library; Judson Baldwin, Secty. 
Mass. Char. Assn.; Fredk W. Hamilton, 
Grand Secty., Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. 
of Massachusetts; Mr. Elmer A. Leavitt, 
West Roxbury; Mr. Charles L. Keyes, 
Hingham, Massachusetts. 



CHAPTER II 

LEAVITT OR 
ELUAH LEA VITT HOW ARD 

and POSTSCRIPT 

by Reg G. Morris 

This material originaDy appeared in The Machine Cancel Forum, No. 100 of August 1982. It was the 
definitive work on the subject when published and continues to be the basic reference. It is 
reproduced here mih the pennission of the author. 

7 



There are just so many ways the mail 
matter can be moved through cancelling 
machines. The simplest and obvious way is by 
hand - one item at a time. And the simplest 
cancelling machine is a postal clerk with a 
hands tamp in one hand and the mail being fed 
with the other. And this elementary system 
works well in situations where labor is cheap 
and mail volumes are low and time is •not of 
the essence· as our legal friends are apt to put 
it. But where time is of the essence or volumes 
are large, manual letter manipulating systems 
tend to be erratic and not terribly efficient. 
Mechanical methods are to be pref erred. 

Any student of postal mechanization will 
know that moving mail mechanically and 
quickly is a much tougher problem to solve 
than marking mail. Letters come in all sizes 
and thicknesses. They also range in texture 
from the flimsiest of papers to inflexible board­
like items. Moreover, the contents do not fit 
the envelopes too perfectly and the machinery 
must be able to cope with odd non-paper 
enclosures - paper clips and coins being the 
most common. Irrespectively of which way you 
could devise for bringing a letter and a mail 
marking device together quickly and repeatable 
and with reasonable register, you can be sure 
that someone has already tried it and patented 
it I Indeed, in the course of the past few years 
we have described a number of machines and 
their marking and mail moving mechanism -
some very simple and some quite complex. 

Waite said the Leavitt machine had three 
basic defects:-

i) the backs of the cards were inked (our 
examples suggest less than 0.8%). 

ii) high proportion of the cards were 
destroyed by passage through the machine. 
(Our sample suggests the number of cards 
damaged was insignificant). 
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iii) many of the cards passed through the 
machine without being cancelled. 

Our study would suggest that poor inking 
and poor cancel registration should have been 
on Waite's list of defects. 

Certainly, George Hey (of International 
fame) noted the poor registration for he 
remarked in a court case (ref. Machine Cancel 
Forum page 967 for the complete quote):-

"It is simply an impossibility to make a 
successful cancelling machine with a marking 
mechanism arranged so that letters are fed with 
their broad or flat side towards the printing 
couple. I personally conducted a long series of 
experiments in an endeavor to construct such 
a machine and I found that there is no way of 
guiding a letter into proper printing relation 
under such conditions to ensure a proper 
register." 

Thus, if one contrasts what Waite said, 
what Hey said and what we can observe from 
extant cancellations, it would appear that we 
are all talking about dilf erent machines! So it 
behooves us to take a look at the relevant 
patents and particularly at the feed systems. 
How was mail matter moved in and out of the 
postmarking and cancelling station ? And did 
all the Leavitt machines use the same form of 
feed mechanism? 

But first you might like to take a hard look 
at your Leavitt markings and see if you can 
spot any telltale impressions, dents, or 
crumples which could yield dues as to the way 
d1e item was fed into the cancelling device. It 
is possible to tell for example if the item was 
fed broadside on as H ey asserted ? Quite 
clearly if feeding - or mis-feeding - was the 
problem with the Leavitt machine(s), the feed 
mechanism would figure prominently in the 
patent specifications. Thomas and Martin 



Leavitt filed for patent protection on 
September 28, 187 5, with patent N o.17 5,290 
awarded to the brothers on March 28, 1876, 
for a hand cranked, hand fed machine. Seven 
weeks later, an experiment was conducted in 
the Boston Post Office on Leavitt's prototype 
machine. 

We have extracted from patent 17 5,290 a 
portion of what the brothers describe about 

their invention ... 

"Our invention relates to a machine for 
postmarking and cancelling letters, in which 
the type for marking and cancelling are 
arranged upon the periphery of a cylinder 
whi_ch rolls in contact with another cylinder 
for giving the impression; and it consists, 
first, in the use of tapes for feeding the letters 

courtesy of Joe McDonough 
Type A-1 (E) November 15 (1875) BOSTON, MASS. 

There are two cancels from this brief Boston trial of the Leavitt ' s first 
prototype machine. No year dates appear in the cancel or on the back of the 
card or the letter. On Page 73, we illustrate the Type A-1 (E) on a letter! It is 

our opinion that both cancels are from the 1875 trial! 

to the pnnung cylinder, one or more 
intermittently-vibrating fingers or stops 
arranged by the side of or between said tapes 
or belts, and adapted to intercept the forward 
movement of the letter and release it at a given 
or determined time, thus accurately registering 
the letter relative to the type on the type­
cylinder, so that the printing will always be 
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done on the same 
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portion of the letter." 

Figure 1 a and 1 b (pages 12 and 13) are 
interesting submissions to the U.S. Patent 
0 ffice of the original Leavitt patent application 
dated September 25, 1875, and from their 
archives. 

Figure 2 (page 14) shows the interesting 



the Leavitt brothers patent application. 

Figure 3 {page 15) shows the first 
modification to Thomas and Martin Leavitt's 
patent 17 5,290. 

In view of the known period of use and the 
rarity of the first Leavitt Type A-1 (E) cancel, it 
seems reasonable to suggest the first 
experimental cancel was the product of their 
first hand fed - one at a time machine. The 
basic design of the machine is shown in 
Figures 4 and 5 (pages 16 and 17). The 
machine was cranked by ahand wheel attached 
to shaft "C". Letters were fed one at a time, 
end ways on, stamp facing up and stamp end 
first. The letters rested on the table "Q" and 
held in position by the stop g. 

As the handJe was turned, "g" would move 
anti-clockwise out of the path of the letter 
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which was carried on band P and nipped 
between the impression roll "c" and cancelling 
die "B." The letter would be propelled out of 
the back of the machine. Whilst "B" 
continued to rotate, the postmarking and 
cancelling dies stood proud of the cylinder 
wiped the ink lransfer roller "M" ready for 
cancelling the next mail item on the next 
revolution. 

If the operator didn't present a letter but 
cranked the machine, an impression would 
have been left on the surface of the impression 
cylinder "C" causing inking on the backs of 
subsequent mail. What Leavitt did to avoid 
such back marking (offsets) was to cover the 
impression cylinder surface with an absorbent 
blotting tape " l ." This could be made any 
length one wished but any impression received 
by the blouer tape due to mis-feeding would 
have plenty of time to dry before it again came 
into position between the impression rollers. 

•I 
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Figure 1 b 
The Leavitt's Original Patent Petit ion 
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Figure 2 
Patent Examiner's Response to Leavitt's Patent 175,290 
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Figure 3 
First Modification to Leavitt's Patent 175,290 
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Since mail matter was fed on end with the 
top edge of the letters and cards butted up to 
the guide plate "Q," both examples of the 
Type A-1 (E) prototype cancels show good 
registration with respect to the top of the card 
and letter. But depending on how they were 
fed once the time slop g moved out of the way, 
horizontal register depended on the amount of 
slippage, if any, on the piece from the 
conveying tapes "P" and "R." 

While there is no record of another patent 
prior to January 6, 1876, it becomes apparent 
the Leavitt brothers first prototype machine 
tested on November 15, 1875, was a failure 
and their machine was removed from d1e 
Boston Post Office and taken to d1eir 
workshop where their first machine d'nderwenl 
extensive modifications with the cancelling die 
changed but retammg several features 
including . . . 

I) the rectilinear postmark was retained 
but adding to the indicia a time and 
two digit year date. 

2) the seven horizonlal bar canceler with 
one cross-cut cork was changed to 14 
oblique bars with two corks. 

After what could be termed a successful 
test in the Boston Post Office of their modified 
experimental machine, the brothers submitted 
a second patent application on April 17, 1876, 
but before patent 192,519 was awarded some 
15 months later on June 26, 1877, Martin 
Leavitt passed away on April 2, 1877, and the 
patent was issued to Thomas Leavitt .. 

Barely a week after the award of this 
patent, Thomas stM.es in the preamble that the 
invention is an improvement on the machine 
described in his first patent. H e also st~s that 

TYPE A-1 January 6, 1 876 BOSTON, MASS. 

This designated Type A-1 was first used January 6, 1 876, in the 
Boston Post Office. A very interesting example of Leavitt's first continuous 
operational machine cancel in America can.celling its first designed postal 

card. 
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it is specially designed for and applicable to 
postmarking and cancelling postal cards. 

A t~i~al cancel is shown below with the 
new cancelling ~ie having the same basic 
rectilinear postmark used in the Type A-1 
cancel but now with only nine oblique bars. 

The earliest cancel from the machine 
designed specifically for postal cards is 
February 9, 1876, and used nine weeks prior 
to patents 192,519 application dated April 17, 
1876. 

Figure 6 (pages 20 and 21) shows the basic 
construction of Thomas Leavitt's second patent 
192,519 filed on April 17, 1876. Note the 
blotting tape is eliminated and particularly the 
different card feed system. A stack of postal 
cards were put into the carrier and kept in 
place by a lid or keeper "U ." 

The carrier did not have a solid base but 
rather three narrow strips of metal bent in the 
middle so the cards rested on the front-most 

parts and the rear parts but not on the middle 
portion. The front plate "J" could be adjusted 
to allow just one card to dip underneath it. As 
the handle was cranked, shaft "O" oscillated 
causing arm "N" to draw back sufficiently for 
"L," the carrier or feeding-plunger with its 
chiseled-edge bars "L" to extend beyond the 
edge of the card deck, then coming forward to 
engage the back edge of the bottom card and 
dragging it forward under front plate "J" into 
the cancelling cylinders. 

Postal cards were uniform in dimensions at 
the time measuring 130 x 76 mm. That 
allowed the machine to be designed for only 
one size of mailed piece. The system fed the 
bottom card from the stack one at a time 
endwise - not stamp-end first - into the 
cancelling cylinder. This system would not 
work on other types of mail matter nor was it 
designed for variable lengths of mail. Because 
the cards were of uniform thickness, a pusher­
system was used on the bottom card against 
the stamp-end. One would imagine some 
indication marks from the pusher action would 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSAGE ON THE CTH ER 

TYPE A-2 February 18, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
An early use showing the new and shortened oblique bars. 
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3 Sheats-Sheet%. 
T. LIAVITT. 
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Figure 6 
Thomas Leavitt's Patent 192,519 
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Figure 6 cont'd 
Thomas Leavitt's Patent 192,519 
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be visible on the cards stamp side edge. (see 
drawing in Figure 7 below) 

Examination of the edges of a number of 
postal cards using a SOX stereo microscope 
yielded disappointing results. There was no 
more than an inconclusive suggestion of chisel 
marks on some of the cards together with 
irregular card surface abrasion at points 
approximately 1 inch from top and bottom of 
the card. These marks are insufficiently distinct 
or similar to state positively that they are made 
by the feeder-plunger chiseled edge bars. 
Other marks appear on some cards 
approximately %" from the top and bottom 
but again these are too inconsistent to draw any 
positive conclusions. 

Figure 7 

Indented (crushed) 
edge of mail piece. 

Feeder-plunger. 

Recall that Leavitt filed for his patent on 
April 17, 1876. The next patents attributed to 
Leavitt were 21 9,586 and 219,587, both 
awarded on September 16, 1879, that were 
fiJed on June 21 , 1879, three years after the 
previous patent. 

Let us first consider Patent 219 ,587, shown 
here as Figure 8 (page 24). 

Leavitt claimed this invention relates ... 
"more especially to the feeding mechanism for 
separating the letters or cards and feeding 
them successfully to t11e type and impression 
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cylinders, and is an improvement upon the 
invention described in another application of 
even date herewith." 

We can see from Figure 8 that the machine 
is superficially the same as the first one 
patented, but with a vertical rather than a 
horizontal feed system. The feed system 
comprised a hopper "B" into which the faced 
mail was stacked and retained by a keeper. The 
top most card rested up against vertical rolls 
"n," i.e., parallel and very close to the vertical 
face plate "C." At the bottom of the hopper 
formed by "B" and "C" was an adjustable 
nanow opening or throat through which mail -
one at a time - could pass but which would 
normally be impeded by lightly loaded spring 
fingers "P" and "P." 

As the handle was rotated arm "J" moved 
forward and the articulated toothed plates "gg" 
moved through a slot in plate "C", engaged with 
the top letter or card contained in the hopper 
and fed it downward until its lower end was 
seized by the cylinders "D,D." The feed arm 
then receded and moved upward out of contact 
with the letters. The so called toothed plate "g' 
can be clearly seen in the lower drawing of 
Figure 8. 

Let us now take a brief look at the 
contemporary patent 219,586 seen in Figure 10 
on pages 26, 27 and 28. 

Figure 11 is a fine copy of one of the patent 
drawings prepared by the late Ken Olson and 
used here by kind permission of Mrs. Olson . 

In this instance it can be seen that the 
device comprises of an inclined hopper or 
chute in which the letters are placed on end, in 
a vertical position, the leading item resting up 
against the same vertical rods as mentioned 
previously. The hopper and vertical plate form 
a narrow throat through which letters and cards 



may be fed in a vertical or near vertical 
direction into the bite between the impression 
and type cylinder. 

A weighted follower or keeper pressed the 
mail matter into the lowest part of the hopper 
and a reciprocating feed-pawl of a design - of 
an inferior and ergo an earlier design than that 
separately patented at the same time. The feed 
pawl engaged the top most letter or card and 
pulled it through the hopper throat into the 
cancelling cylinders. 

The patent specifications gives just a little 
more detail of the feeding process .. "during 
its up-upward motion lever 'P' is held away 
from the letters until the truck 't-1' comes into 
contact with the inclined surface 't-2' of the 
cam slot Pl, when the direct line of the toggle 
is broken and the tension of the spring 'U-2', 
causes the lower end of the pawl-lever 'P' to be 
thrown suddenly inward against the letters or 
cards and the points of the teeth of the feed 
plates 'S' and 'S-1,' to engage with the surface 
of the front letter or card in the hopper and as 
the pawl 'P' is moved downward the letter or 
card is moved endwise tluough t11e throat 'O,' 
compressing the springs sufficiently to allow 
passage of said letter or card." 

In both cases, one would expect to find the 
teeth marks - one or two vertical sets of teeth 
marks - below the level of the stamp and to the 
left of it - roughly in the position suggested in 
Figure 9. And since these machines were 
submitted for patent protection in June 1879, 
one should start looking on cards emanating 
from offices that received machines after that 
date, i.e., the cards showing Stratton's T ype B 
cancels other than Baltimore, Boston and New 
York. 

The Authors have looked at many postal 
cards but NONE show teeth marks. T o the 
contrary many show edge push-marks which 
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suggest that the Type B cancels were the 
product of machines made more or less to the 
design patented in 1876. 

The next patent (235,952) attributed to 
Leavitt was filed on March 30, 1880, and was 
awarded on December 28 of the same year, i.e. 
was filed some six months after he was awarded 
patents 219,586 and 219,587. 

Moreover, in the preamble it states: 
"My invention . . .consists of an 
improved construction and arrangement 
of the separation and feeding 
mechanism, also in the manner of 
mounting and operating the ink 
fountain and in the construction of the 
type and impression cylinders ... " 

Firstly note that it relates to a machine for 
postrmu·king and cancelling letters and postal 
cards. 

Secondly note the hopper in Figure 12 
(p age 3~ . The Plate "C" has its top end 
inclined towards the front of the machine 
instead of standing in a vertical position. It was 
found by "practical experiment" (Leavitt's 
words) that such inclination of the plate and the 
corresponding inclination of the letters and 
cards rendered the feeding of said letters and 
cards more sure. And although the feed pawl 
arrangement looks rather different from that 
shown in the 1879 patents, the toothed plate 
construction and the plate position with respect 
to the top and right edge of the mail matter are 
identical. Thus one would again expect to find 
tooth marks on postal cards. 

Patent 235,952 (Figure 12, pages 30 and 31) 
was the last patent awarded to 1nomas Leavitt, 
but it was not the last patent on this Leavitt type 
machinery. 

As indicated in the Machine Cancel Forum 



T. U:~ VITT. 
Post Ia.rkillC aad Caatrtli•& Kuli11e. 

No. 219.587. Patented Sept. f8. 1879. 

FIGURE 8 
Thomas Leavitt's Patent 219,587 
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(page 954) and also explained in much greater 
detail in the study of d1e American Postal 
Machines Company (Reference 2), Henry 
Waite who became Treasurer of American 
Postal Machines Company financed the 
building of the Leavitt machines and a Mr. 
Elijah L. Howard actually was employed by 
Leavitt and then by Waite to pe1fect the 
machines. 

In official Court records (Reference 3) it 
reads: 

"The first stamp cancelling machine of 
this general character, so far as the 
records show, wac; made by Thomas 
Leavitt in Boston as early as 1877 (sic), 
and Henry E. Waite advanced the 
money for its construction and was 
interested in it." 

This had serious defects which rendered its 
use impracticable. Howard had been a 
machinist in Leavitt's shop and in 1882 
undertook to improve on Leavitt's mechanism. 
Waite advanced the necessary money and was 
the real owner of the machine constructed by 
Howard in December 1882. 

To operate this machine, the letters had to 
be properly faced and packed on a receiving 
board that presented them to the clutching 
device in turn. Each letter was seized, carried 
between the rolls, and at the proper place, 

Teeth marks ? . 
~: 
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received the cancelling imprint. To prevent the 
deposit of ink upon the pressure roll, the 
mechanism was so arranged as to revolve the 
rolls without contact of the printing die when 
no letter was engaged. This was accomplished 
by the operation of cams that slightly separated 
the two rolls, when the printing die on the 
printing roll was presented by its revolution to 
the impression cylinder or roll . 

A tripping finger or trigger was arranged, 
which, when moved, rendered the cams 
inoperative, thus bringing the rolls in contact. 

When in normal motion the space 
between the rolls would admit the letter. The 
letter would spring the trigger, thereby 
rendering the cam inoperative, for the time, 
and bringing the rolls together for the 
impression of the die upon the letter. 

When completed, the machine was taken 
lo the Boston post- office by Waite and 
H oward and , under t he latte r's 
superintendence, was operated upon letter 
mail several hours a day for from four to eight 
days, prior to February 20, 1883. After this, 
tJ1e machine was photographed from several 
points of view, and these photographs were 
produced in evidence. It was then taken back 
to the shop m1d was never again operated or 
tested in public; but was p;u·tly dismantled and 
then laid aside. 

Figure 9 

One or two rows of teeth 
marks on Postal Cards? 



CDHlt-llec\2 

T. LEA VITT_ 
Post Karking and Canceling Jlaohinea. 

No. 219,586. Patented Sept. 16. 1879. 

Figure 10 
Thomas leavitt's Patent 219,586 
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T. LEAVITT_ 
Post llarking and Canceliuc ](aclliuea. 

No. 219.586. Patented Sept. 18. 1819. 
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Figure 10 cont'd 
Thomas Leavitt's Patent 219,586 
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Thomas Leavitt's Patent 219,586 

28 

Flfl.8. 



T. LEA VITT 
Post Marking and Canceling Machines 

No. 219,586 Patented Sept. 16, 1879 

till ( 

Figure 11 
Ken Olson's Drawing of 

Thomas Leavitt's Patent 219,586 
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Figure 12 
Thomas Leavitt's Patent 235,952 
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From the same Court record, we learn d1at 
'/\Taite became interested in mail marking 
machines in 1877 (sic) at which time he 
invested three thousand dollars with Thomas 
Leavitt "for developing and intrnducing certain 
mail mai·king machines of which Leavitt was 
the Inventor." 

Waite became acquainted wid1 Howard in 
1881. Howard, whose trade was that of 
machinist, was then in the employ of Leavitt 
whom he was assisting in building postal card 
and letter cancelling machines. 

Howard subsequendy continued to try and 
develop Leavitt's machines on his own and in 
March 1882 he revealed to Waite his own 
version of a mail mai·king machine, Howard's 
machine had been under discussion by Waite 
and Howai·d for a year (since the Spring of 
1881). 

This machine was built in Leavitt's 
workshop from August 1882 d1rough] anuary 
1883, but at this time the workshop was not 
being used by Leavitt but rad1er by Mr. 
Fowler. 

In February (1883) it was tested for several 
days in the Boston Post Office but whether it 
was actually used to cancel live mail is difficult 
to assess due to conflicting statements. In 
Fowler's (Leavitt's) workshop it was tested by 
Waite as well as Howard. 

" ... Waite at times ran the machine by himself, 
dummy letters being placed on the feed table 
in bundles that were fed by hand towards the 
feeder, which by the action of d1e needle clutch 
and the feeding grippers separated the forward 
letter from the bundle and c;uTied it into and 
through the printing rolls and into the packing 
mechanism. The letters appear to have been 
clearly arid distinctively stamped and 
postmarked." 
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After the trial in the Boston Post Office, 
the machine was laid aside until July 1883 
when it was studied by Ethridge at the request 
of Waite and then much later on was sent to 
Washington to support a patent application 
filed by Howard but assigned to the American 
Postal Machines Company. 

Howard actually filed a patent in February 
1890 and was granted patent 689,820 in 1901 
as shown in Figure 13 (pages 33 and 34). 

Howard's machine, as can be seen from the 
study of the patent, incorporated a letter 
actuated u·ip which was based on a similar 
device in the Palmer and Clark machine (if not 
the one and only machine) and this he showed 
to Howard in the early I 880's. But again the 
feature of interest to us is the feed mechanism. 
A pin feed mechanism and again was not 
particularly reliable as Howard's model was 
never used. 

Ethridge developed tJ1e first successful 
letter feed system d1at he then added to a 
cancelling mechanism based on Howard's 
design. But this is ru10ther story and already 
covered in Reference 2. 

The pin feed system is clearly shown in 
Figure 13a as" p.p.". Note how d1e table "T" is 
inclined and rod "W " is designed to stop the 
letters from spreading fan-like over the table 
and causing mis-feeds. 

When the rod was \.\-iitJ1drawn, the letters 
would faJl forward as shown in the top drawing. 
'The feeder pawl or "grappling mechanism" as 
Howard called it, consisted of a pair of jaws, 
pivoted horizontally at their inner ends as 
shown in the two small sketches (Figure l 3b). 
These jaws opened and closed alternatively. 
Each ja'vv was provided with needles "p," fitted 
in diagonal or inclined positions and these pins 



1<11. 689,820 . Patented Dec. 24, 1901. 
E. L. HOWARD. 

POSTr:ARKllCG ANO STA llP CANCELllC& MACHINE. 

{h llodtl.) 7 Sbuh-Shut I.. 

Figure 13a 
Elijah Leavitt Howard's Patent 689,820 
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Figure 13b 
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Elijah Leavitt Howard's Patent 689,820 
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worked tl1rough slots in the fo1wanl portion of 
a "U" in a way that when relracted they did not 
project in front of the frame plate "U." 

The lower sketch (Figure l 3a) shows a 
letter having been gripped by the pincer 
movement of the pins being dragged off the 
table "T" and downward to be gripped between 
a smoothed faced jaw "V" and clamping foot 
"Q" which may or may not have been fitted 
with pins. What is not clear from the sketches 
is that, in this machine, the letters were fed 
broadside, or sideways on. We can thus 
surmise that any letters that were cancelled by 
a Howard machine would have quite 
characteristic and easily identifiable pin marks. 

But, apart from a brief trial in the Boston 
Post Office some time before Februa1y 20, 
1883, we have a number of inclcpendenl 
sources all claiming Lhat the machine was never 
put into practicaJ use. But this is the 011ly 
machine of the Leavitt style in which mail \.\'as 
fed broadside on and Lherefore must have been 
the one Hey was ref erring to whc11 he was 
taJking about the Leavitt ! 

Having reviewed aJl the patents and the 
methods of feeding mail to the cat1celli11g dies, 
we should be able to make an intelligent guess 
as to which Leavitt markings were made by 
each type of machine. 

No inventor would submit a machine for a 
test in a Post Office until protected by a 
pending patent (hut Leavitt did on patent 
192,519). 

Moreover, official procurement policy 
encouraged such protection ! For example in 
the Appropriation Act for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1881, we can read in (Reference 4): 

"For the purchase of c;ml c<mcelling ;rnd 
postmarking machines $6,000 aJlCl the proper 
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oflices of the Post Office Department may 
purchase such machines as in their judgement 
may best ;uiswer d1e purpose. But no patented 
machine shall be so purchased until the proper 
offices shall have fully secured and protected 
the Government and its officers against the 
payment of royaJty thereon otheIWise than in 
the contract for its use, and against all suits for 
infringement of any alleged patent for similar 
machines." 

It can be seen from this particular extract 
that tl1e Post Office officiaJs could only buy 
machines already patented and authority was 
given to purchase postal card marking 
machines in the year starting July I, 1880. 

In tJ1e Appropriation Act for fiscal year 
1882/ 1883, the Postmaster was authorized in 
his discretion to purchase . . . five letter 
cancelling and postmarking machines at a price 
not exceeding $350 each (Reference 5). 
(Possibly the machines were Leavitt's five 
experimental letter stamping machines.) 

We will see in the following section 
(Machine Ca11cel Forum No. 74) that all the 
postmasters, polled at the end of 1879, 
mentioned the Leavitt machines were on loan 
or under triaJ, i.e., none of them had been 
leased or purchased as of that date. 

From the foregoing, we think we may 
deduce that:-

1) the different styles of Leavitt cancels 
were made by d1ree different types of 
Leavitt machines. 

2) that the Leavitt machine on display in 
the Smithsonian Institute was built in 
accordance wid1Patent219,586, and of 
a type which was not used in any Post 
Office. 



3) that the Elijah Leavitt Howard machine 
was not used in any Post Office (other 
than a short trial in Boston in February 
1883). 

4) that the Stratton Type X cancels were 
the product of machines built to Patent 
35,952; that five machines were used in 
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the field (Philadelphia/ Washington/ 
Boston/ New York/ Baltimore) and that all 
covers and cards so canceJJed will also 
display pin feed holes or marks on the 
face. The two Leavitt cancels on page 37 
are typical examples of Leavitt's Type X 
markings. 



TYPE X-1 DIE April 2,(188 1) WASHINGTON, D.C. 
The Sub-Group 1 machine w as experimentally used in Boston, New York 

and Washington, D.C. The machine used six needles spaced 4 .5 to 5 mm. 
apart with an overall height of 24 mm. to 25 mm. This type of cancel rarely 

seen on Postal Cards. 

1'49 A TR8MONT STllUT. 

TYPE X-2 DIAL B March 20, 1882 BOSTON, MASS. 
The Sub-Group 2 machine was evaluated in the same three cities as Sub­

Group 1 . The machine used two groups of needles with each group having 
four needles spaced 5 to 5.5 mm. apart. Examination of this cover shows only 

three needle punctures that are circled. 
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TIME RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN PATENTS AND LEAVIIT CANCELS 

This table shows the rela,tionships between the patents, i.e., t11e filing and award dates versus the 
earliest known introduction and last known use of the many types of the Leavitt cancels. 

BOSTON 

Type EKU 

A-1 (E) 11/ 15/75 
A-1 01/06/76 

BOSTON 

Type EKlJ 

A 1-2 02/02/76 
A-2 I 02/09/76 
A-2 II 04/01/76 
A-2 I 03/09/78 
A-3 II 12/24/77 
A-3 I 03/11/78 

NEW YORK 

Type EKU 

A-2 06/10/ 76 
A-2 08/21/76 
A-4 II 02/21 /78 
AB-NY I 02/26/78 
AB-NY II 02/26/ 78 

Patent 17 5,290 filed September 28, 1875 

1876 1877 1878 

Jan/Jun/Dec Jan/Jun/Dec J an/J un/ Dcc LKU 

on;y one day in 187 5 11/15/75 
06/08/76 

Patent 192,519 filed April 17, 187 6 

1876 1877 1878 

Jan/Jun/ Dec J an/.J un/Dec J an/.J un/Dec LKU 

P;ttent 192,519 

1876 1877 

Jan/Jun/ Dec J an/.J un/ Dec 
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02/02/ 76 
03/31/76 
03/04/78 
04/11/78 
03/- -/78 
04/03/78 

filed April 17, 1876 

1878 

J<m/.Jun/ Dec LKU 

06/28/76 
10/07/76 
02/23/78 
03/01/78 
03/25/78 



NEW YORK 

Type 

B-NY (31) I 
B-NY )31) II 
B-NY (32) 
B-NY (33) 
B-NY (31) Q 
B-NY (31) Q 
B-NY (33) A 

NEW YORK 

Type 

B-1 

EKU 

03/26/78 
03/ 27/78 
04/08/78 
08/27/ 78 
11/06/80 
01/04/81 
01/17/82 

EKU 

04/05/78 

TYPE B CITIES 

Type 

B-BALT 
B-PHIL l/D 
B-CHIC 
B-CINC 
B-ST.L 
B-IND I 
B-N.O. I 
B-L.KY 
B-NASH 
B-BOST B-2 
B-BRK 

EKU 

03/01/79 
06/06/79 
06/ l 0/79 
06/10/79 
06/28/79 
06/30/79 
07/14/ 79 
07/15/79 
07/31/79 
08/01/79 
08/06/79 

TABLE I continued 

Palent 192,519 filed April 17, 1876 

1876 1877 1878 1880 1881 1882 

Jan Jun Dec Jan Jun Dec Jan Jun Dec LKU 

07/22/79 
01/16/79 
04/08/78 
08/27/78 
11/06/80 
04/24/81 
01/17 /82 

Patent 192,519 fil ed April 17, 1876 

1878 1879 1880 

J an/.J un/ Dec J an/J un/ Oec .Jan/Jun/ Dec LKU 

07/08/80 

P;itent 219,586 filed.June 21, 1879 

1879 1880 1881 1882 1883 1884 1885 1886 
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LKU 

04/ 15/82 
11/07/ 79 
11/07/79 
12/08/79 
05/28/87 
05/22/84 
01/ 12/80 
11/ 06/80 
03/30/85 
12/30/80 
06/24/81 



Type 

B-ALB 
B-BUF 
B-CLEV 
B-PBG 
B-ROCH 
B-DET 
B-WASH 
B-PHIL I/3 
B-TOL 
B-PHIL II 
B-BOST B-3 
B-N.O. II 

EKU 

09/04/79 
10/23/79 
10/28/79 
10/30/79 
11/02/79 
11/03/79 
11/ 18/79 
11/21/79 
11/21/79 
12/02/79 
01;o;vs1 
04/24/80 

'I'ABLE I continued 

1879 1880 1881 1882 1883 1884 1885 1886 

LKU 

06/24/81 
02/04/92 
05/23/85 
06/23/80 
05/09/85 
11/ 15/86 
03/24/82 
10/21/88 
09/27/87 
12/05/82 
02/23/82 
05/11/80 

Pa.tent 219,586 filed.June 21, 1879 
TYPE B CITIES 

Type 

B-DAY 
B-S.F. 
B-RICH 
B-NRK 
B-PROV 
B-K.C. 
B-ATL 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 

EKU 

07I10/80 -----------------------------------
09/24/80 -----------------------------------------------------
09/27 /80 --------------
10/0 1/80 ------------------
1 0/05/80 ---------------
12/01/80 -------------------------------
02/05/81 

·-----------------

(The above seven cities possibly received a transferred m;ichinc) 
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LKU 

02/20/91 
11/05/90 
01/13/82 
12/28/91 
05/25/82 
05/14/88 
02/05/81 



TABLE I continued 

Patent 219,586 filed June 21, 1879 
TYPE B - C and D CITIES 

82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 

Type EKU LKU 

BOST D-1 02/25/82 - - - 10/09/84 
BOST C-1 03/01/82 - 03/23/82 
BOST C-2 03/30/82 - ---- --- 04/15/82 
WASH c 03/31/82 ----------------------------------------------- 04/02/91 
BALT c 05/12/82 -·----------·------------------------ 04/30/87 
IIART B 02/17 /83 ---------------·------·--------- 12/02/89 
NORW B 06/04/83 01/28/88 
B-IND II 10/07/84 -·--·--·---·--·---------·-- 09/01/92 
BOST D-2 01/27/85 08/09/85 
PHI STA.B 04/ 18/85 --- 01/02/86 
BOST C-3 11/04/85 --- 07/19/86 
WASII C-T 11/ 16/85 01/18/86 
IND C-T 02/25/86 04/20/86 
BOST E 08/17/86 -----------------------·--·-.. - 07/08/90 

Patent 235,952 fil ed March 30, 1880 
EXPERIMENTALS 

1881 1882 

SUB J MJ SD JMJSD 
TYPE DIAL CITY DIE GROUP EKU LKU 

X-1 A BOST- 01/- /8 1 01/-/81 
X-l A B.Y. I 1 02/01/81 02/02/81 
X-1 A WASH I 1 02/08/8 1 04/02/81 

X-D D BOST- l A 3Ro Class (O:ltc Unknown) 3RD Oass 

XI B BOST I 2 09/30/81 12/20/81 
Xl B N.Y. II 2 I 0/ 14/8 l 10/ 19/81 
Xl A WASH II 2 10/29/81 11/18/81 
Xl B BOST II 2 12/14/81 12/14/81 
X2 B BOST 2 12/20/81 ................................... _ 04/19/82 
Xl A PHIL I 3 12/02/8 1 12/03/81 
Xl B N.\ ' . II 2 l 0/14/8 1 10/19/81 
Xl A V..TASI-1 II 2 l 0/24/81 11/ 18/81 
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TYPE DIAL CITY 

XI B BOST 
X2 B BOST 

X I A PIIIL 
Xl PHIL 
Xl A BALT 
XI B PHIL 

Xl A WASH 
X3 A BOST 
X3-2 B BOST 

TYPE DIAL CITY 

X3-2 B BOST 
X3 B BOST 
XT A BOST 
XT A BOST 
X4 N BOST 

TABLE I continued 

SUB 
DIE GROUP 

II 

I 
I 
I 
II 

III 
I 
I 

2 
2 

3 
3 
3 
3 

4 
4 
4 

SU B 
D IE GROUP 

II 4 
II 4 

* <l a 
b* 4 

-l 

EKU 

12/ 11/8 1 
12/20/81 

12/02/81 
(No Dial) 
12/07/ 81 
12/10/81 

11/27 /81 
09/0 1/82 
09/09/82 

EKU 

10/02/82 
11/0 1/82 
11/ 10/82 
11/ 14/82 
3RD Class 

1881 1882 

JM.J SD .JMJ SD 

(Date Unknov.'Tl) 

JM] SD J MJS D 

(Date l luknown) 

* - for easier ref erencc the Dies for the Tn>c XT h;l\'e been reversed. 

REFERENCES: 

LKU 

12/14/81 
04/19/82 

12/03/81 
(No Dial) 
01/06/82 
01/11/82 

10/30/82 
09/28/82 
3RD c/82 

LKU 

12/30/82 
11/03/82 
11/13/82 
12/29/82 
3RD Class 

1. Strauon, Frank B., Descriptive Catalog of the Leavitt Machine Cancellations. U.P.S.S. 1972 

2. Monis, Reg, American Machine C:mcels - The H istory, Machine1y arnl Postal Markings of the 
America11 Post;il Machines Co., 1978. 

3. Howard V. H ey Cc:i, District of Columbia 171, July 24,1902. 

4. Statutes at L'lrge Vol 21, Pp.177 / 178 (Appropriations Act for yeaJ· cncling July 30, 1881). 

5. Statutes at Large Vol 22, P. 333. 
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POSTSCRIPT 
By Reg G. Morris 

Having written the foregoing article, it 
seems worthwhile to check with the National 
Museum of American History - "the 
Smithsonian" to see if the second deduction 
relating to the machine in the Smithsonian 
could be confinned. Unfortunately, the 
method of presentation of the machine in the 
display case precluded its removal for close 
study. Nevertheless, Mr. Reidar Norby, the 
Associate Curator, very kindly provided two 
photographs used here on the front page of this 
book and as Figure 14, courtesy of the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

Moreover, he intimated that the feed 
device comprised of a pair of toothed "combs", 
each with 15-20 very fme teeth. Also the 
machine shows but slight wear which suggests 
possible experimental use. Apparently the 
machine was transferred to the National 
Museum from the Patent Office many years 
ago. In Figure 14, the topmost tooth comb can 
be clearly seen. Our thanks to Mr.Norby for 
replying so promptly to our query. 

Later in this study of Leavitt's machines, we 
will present to our readers the known types 
attributed to the Group X cancels with these 
needle marks; the nwnber normally to be 
found; their location and possibly the direction 
of the penetration. 

The pinholes (needle marks) show as mere 
dots and will be ringed for clarity. The score 
marks suggest that all letters were end fed, i.e., 
right (stamp) side first into the machine. The 
actual pinholes suggest likewise on all but two 
covers and these are indefinite. 

Figure 15 (page 4.5) shows a double scored 
mark that is highlighted. The scored marks 
suggest that the needles were either bent or 
broken from a some hard surface with only a 
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few needles actually penetrating the paper of 
the letter. 

Figure 16 is one of the more unusual 
Leavitt experimental 3rd Class cancels where 
the dial was removed leaving only the canceller 
to cancel a group of 3rd Class letters. 

Figure 17 shows an unusual double strike 
that confirms letters were fed sideways while 
the single row of pin holes suggests that the 
double strike was not due to mis-picking or by 
slippage but probably by the clerk, having seen 
that the stamp was not cancelled the first time, 
processed the letter again. 

Figure 18 shows the Type XI-NY-II dated 
October 19, 1881, from a recent find that 
accords well with the hypothesis already 
mooted in this article. 

Lastly note the two Boston Transit 
markings in Figures 19 and 20. The type has 
been seen several times in the Machine Cancel 
Forum in recent years ·with some uncertainty to 
their origin. Frank Stratton came to the firm 
conclusion after our correspondence that they 
were Leavitts due to the discovery by the 
authors of pin marks on the Leavitt 
experimental letter machine cancels ! 

Most pinholes are three inches from the 
right edge of letters give or take a fraction but 
there are the exceptions due to various factors 
but mostly due to hard paper stock that denies 
penetration causing in some cases the needles 
to score the paper. So are the needle marks 
adjacent to the Boston Transit markings 
(circled for easy viewing) three inches from the 
right edge ? Q.E.D. for the top example but 
slightly more than three inches on the bottom 
marking! 



Figure 14 
Leavitt Machine in the Smithsonian Institution 
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If not olilled tor In Five Days, 
return to 

HALL & WHJ!rING~ 
~Y. MA~.// 

SOHOOL COMMITTEE, FOR THE TOWN OF 

- o t/P~k 

fJ;~lav 1i> 0tiUuv 
FIGURE 15 TYPE X1-DIAL A 3'd Class (1881) BOSTON, MASS 

The Boston experimental letter cancel shows two long scrapes and two extra 
pin marks that suggests the needles did not completely penetrate the paper 

stock. The pin grouping and number indicates a Sub-Group 1 and the earliest 
Group X cancel. 

, ·, 
~ .· ·.:;,;,.98 ....... . 

-.:...' ... ~-~ 
... -llC• -

FIGURE 16 TYPE X1 PHIL DIE I 3rd Class PHILADELPHIA 
This cancel shows the interesting variety of 3rd Class use without the 

Philadelphia dial. Positive identification can be made by the Sub-Group 3 pin 
punctures on the letter. The unusual convex 10-bar canceller indicates 

Philadelphia. 
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FIGURE 17 TYPE X3-2 DIE I 3rd Class (1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
An interesting double strike confirms the experimental letter machine 

processed the letter endwise. The two rows of pin marks suggests the letter 
was cancelled twice and not from slippage. 

THE SAF EST, 1'10ST llCONOMICAL 
B EST SHIPPING CAN IN 1J8E. 

If uncalled for in 7 

days, return to 

11 l 'la11 ~lrt·t'I , :'i. \ . 

Agent for Oollier Oo's Oold Pressed Oa.stor Oil. 

'-.( 
· , / , . 

FIGURE 18 TYPE X1 NY II October 19,1881 NEW YORK, N.Y. 
This 3rd Class cancel is from the second test in New York using their 

experimental letter machine. Note that the time was removed. 
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For many years, the Leavitt machines were 
the only mail marking devices to be accepted 
by the United States Post Office. Accepted in 
the sense, having been tried and evaluated for 
their performance m erited a special 
Congressional appropriation for their lease or 
purchase. And although many other devices 
were invented both in the United States and 
abroad during the period 187 5-1886, only the 
Leavitt machines appear to have been used in 
many larger American Post Offices. To be 
sure, the first Leavitt machines were not 
penect. 

Thomas and Martin Leavitt filed their first 
patent on September 28, 187 5, which was 
followed by another patent barely six months 
later but filed only by Thomas Leavitt, on April 
17, 1876, addressing the problem of feeding 
postal cards from a stack rather than feeding 
them one by one by hand. 

' ::-.fu> ·, 

The second patent (No. 192,519) was for a 
device designed specifically for postal cards and 
again the known period of use and relative 
scarcity of Stratton Type A-2 Leavitt cancel 
below suggests they were the product of a stack 
fed machine. 

From early 1876 to 1878, there does not 
appear to have been any development of the 
Leavitt machine, either in terms of new models 
or a proliferation of the machines. But why? 
W ere the machines unacceptable? Did 
Thomas lose interest in such devices when his 
eldest brother Martin died early in 1877? 
Perhaps we shall never know. We know that 
Herny Waite started to take an interest in mail 
marking devices al this time and particularly in 
the Leavitt machine(s) then being used in the 
Boston Post Office. Opinions from Postal 
Officials were sought by Leavitt and those that 
have come to light are illustrated herewith. 
From their opinions, the readers can judge for 

! ~ ' 
! 

TYPE A-2 November 24, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
A specimen of Leavitt's Type A-2 on America's first postal card. Examples 

showing all nine oblique bars are not common. 
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themselves if the machines were successful or 
not. 

Partially from the strength of these reports, 
H enry Waite invested $3,000 with Thomas 
Leaviu to develop his patents further and to 
improve the machine for commercial purposes. 

Leavitt employed a young mechanic, Elijah 
Howard, to undertake the further development 
of his machine; indeed, Leavitt was granted a 
number of additional patents (#219,586, 
#219,587, and #235,952) based undoubtedly 
on Howard's work. 

But by 1880 Howard had quit the employ 
of Leavitt to try and perfect such machines 

WRITE TH£ ADOR ESS 

privately. Leavitt did not obtain any further 
patents and readers interested in the 
subsequent activities of Howard are referred to 
Reference 1. 

The acceptance of the Leavitt machines in 
1879 can be gauged by official testimony that 
we have reproduced herewith. The dates and 
contents from the letters give interesting dues 
relating to the date of introduction of the 
Leavitt machine in various offices. We will see 
in the fo llowing section that all of the 
postmasters polled at the end of 1879, 
mentioned that the Leavitt machines were on 
loan or under trial, i.e., none had been leased 
or purchased as of that date! 

TYPE 8-ATL(C) February 5, 1881 ATLANTA, GA. 
A unique copy of this recently discovered Leavitt cancel. Postmaster Conley's 

letter below says in his opinion the Leavitt machine "has given entire 
satisfaction" and "for the larger offices, I think it indispensable." Note 1879! 
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OPINIONS OF POSTMASTERS AND SUPERINTENDENTS OF MAILS ON THE 
LEA VITT POSTMARKING AND CANCELLING MACHINES. 

POST OFFICE, ATLANTA, GA. 
September 22d, 1879 

Thomas Leavitt, Esq. 

Your Postal Card Postmarking and Cancelling Machine placed in this Office, has given entire 
satisfaction. For the larger offices, I think it indispensable. I trust you will be able to make 
such an arrangement with the Post Office Department, as will compensate you for so valuable 
an invention and which must prove such a labor-saving instrument in the postal service of the 
nation. 

(Signed) Benj. Conley, Postmaster 

POST OFFICE, BOSTON, MASS. 
September lS'h, 1876 

MAILING DEPARTMENT:-

For several months past, we have used in this office Mr. Thomas Leavitt's Card Cancelling 
and Postmarking Machine, and find ii lo work accurately and with great rapidity, so that it has 
become quite indispensable to us. Such being the fact, in my judgement, the Department 
could use this Machine in all the larger Post Offices of the count1y, and thereby improve the 
character of the cancelling and postmarking, and lessen the cost of doing it. 

D.A. Holmes, Supt 

POST OFFICE, BOSTON, MASS. 
January lS'h, 1879 

The Postmarking and Cancelling Machine for Postal Cards, offered by Thomas Leavitt, of 
Boston, Mass., has been in constant use in this Office for the past three years. During this 
time it has needed no repairs, and can be nm by any intelligent person. 

(Signed) D.A. Holmes, Supt. 

POST OFFICE, BOSTON, MASS. 
November l l lh, 1879 

The Leavitt Postal Card Cancelling Machines still remain in constant use in this Oflice. I do 
not see how we can well get along without them. 

(Signed) D.A. Holmes, Supt. 

The statement of Mr. D.A. Holmes, Supt. of the Mailing Division in this Office, as to the very 
satisfacto1y working of the Leavitt Postal Card Cancelling Machine, I regard as entitled to the 
fullest confidence, and have therefore no hesitation in hereby endorsing it. 
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The Machines referred to are st.ill in use here (Dec.4th, 1879), and I regard tJ1em as effective 
and economical. 

(Signed) E.S. T obey, Postmaster 

POST OFFICE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 
August 4th, 1876 

A machine for postmarking of Postal Cards has for some time been in operation at this office, 
the same having been introduced by Mr. Thomas Leavitt, for the purpose of obtaining an 
opinion as to its merits. A test appears to show a capacity for postmarking lo a degree of 
considerable rapidity. The postmarking is accurately registered as clear as is possible by 
careful handstamping. 

(Signed) H.G. Pearson, Asst. P.M. 

POST OFFICE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 
March 30"', 1878 

MAILING DEPARTMENT:-

The Postal Card Postmarking and Cancelling Machines, of Mr. Thomas Leavitt, of 
Boston, Mass., has been thoroughly tested in this oflice, and I have to repo1t that it serves 
its purpose excellently; it prints clearly and cancels eve1y card perfect, is easily operated, 
and works rapidly. This machine, in my opinion, would be a va)u;ihlc acquisition to any 
office where Posral Cards are received in );irge q11an1ities. 

Approved, 
Thos. L. James. Postmaster 

MAILING DEPARTMENT:-

(Signed) \¥m. H. Wareing, 
Assl. Gen. Supt 

POST OFFICE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 
December 20d', 1878 

The two Postal Card Stamping Marhines in use in this office, are giving good satisfaction, 
and are labor saving machines. 

(Signed) Chas. L. Steele, Supt. 

Approved, 
Thos. L. James, Postmaster 
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POST OFFICE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 
November 141h, 1879 

T hey know al the Post Office Department, in Washington, what I think of your machines. 
I wish lo retain those now in use in this office. 

T l10s. L. James, Postmaster 

POST OFFICE, ST.LOUIS, MO . . 
September 12th, 1879 

DIVISION of DISTRIBUT ION and DESPATCH of MAILS:-

T he Leaviu Postal Card Postmarking and Cancelling Machine, left on trial a t this Office , 
has given entire satisfaction, and is in better nmning order at present date than when first 
placed here on ttial. 

(Signed) John B. Harlow, Supt 

- - - - - - - - ... - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - ... .. -
POST OFFICE, ST.LOUIS, MO. 

November 8'\ 1879 

T he Leavitt Machine, for Postma1·king and C.ancelling Posta l Cards, having been on trial 
at this office since last July, has become almost indispensable; doing the work of two 
energetic men, and making the Postmark ce11ain and pe1fect. 

Last month this Office sold over 700,000 Postal Omls. Most of tJ1ose deposited fo r 
mailing arc brought into the Office a sho1t time before the closing of the mails, and if we 
had not the Machine a great many of them would have to remain ove r until the next 
mommg. 

I wish to reta in the Machine in this O ffice . 

(Signed) Samuel Hays, Postmaster 

... - - - - ... ... - - ... .. ... - ... ... -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - ... 

POST OFFICE, LOUISVILLE, KY. 
November 11 lh , 1879 

T he Leavitt Pose marking and Cancelling Machine has been conscamly used at chis O ffice 
for several months, and has given entire satisfaction. It is a great labor-saver, and does its 
work witJ1 great rapidity. W e regard it as a necessity, and request thill it be furn ished us for 
pe1manent use. 

(Signed) Virginia C. T hompson, P.M. 
- .. - .. .. - - .. - .. - - - - - -- .. .. - - .. - - - .. .. .. - - - - .. - -
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(POST OFFICE) INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
November 10'\ 1879 

We have had the Leavi11 Postmarking and Cancelling Machine in operation in this Office 
for several months. It has done all thal was claimed for by its inventor, and I now request 
the Department to fumish this Oflicc with one for its pennanent use. 

(Signed) W .R. Holloway, 
Postmaster 

POST OFFICE, ALBANY, N.Y. 
December 4111

, 1879 

T he Leavitt Postmarking and Cancelling Machine left with this Office about six weeks ago, 
we have used continuously since then, and find that it performs the work for which it is 
intended, in an unexceptionable manner, and is in as good order as the day it was left 
here. The rapidity and neatness with which it works make it very desirable; I may say a 
necessity, in all large Offices. 

(Si.1.,'11cd) William I I. Craig, Postmaster 

POST O FFICE, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
September 24111

, 1879 

We have had one of the Leavitt Postal Card Machines in use in this Office for more than 
three monlJ1s. It has worked satisfac101ily in eve1y respect, and we regard it as a necessity 
to eve1y large Office. 

December 4111
, 1879 

After a thorough 11ial of the Leavitt Machine, for Postmarking and Cancelling Postal 
C'lrds, I am able to speak most highly of its me1its. It is the best invention of the kind we 
have ever had, and this O ffice could not well do without it. 

We can keep two of the Machines in constant use, and I have requested that they may be 
furnished for the use of this Office as soon as possible. 

(Signed) JF. Ha11ranft, Postmaster 

POST OFFICE, NASHVILLE, TENN. 
November 29d', 1879 

This Office has bad one of the Leavitt Postal C.ard Cancelling Machines for some time. It 
has proven both useful, ornamental, and convenient. If' the Post Office Department 
detcnnines to huy these Cancellers I would like to have one. 

Signed) W. P. Jones, Postmaster 
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POST OFFICE, PIITSBURGH, PA. 
December 11 lh, 1879 

The Leavitt Postal Card Machine has been in consrant use in this Office for the past two 
months. It does good work and gives entire satisfaction. I am satisfied it is just Lhc thing for 
large oflices, and do not hesitate to recommend iL 

(Signed) Geo. H . Anderson, Postmaster 

POST OFFICE, BALTIMORE, MD. 
June sm, 1879 

The Leavitt Postal Card Cancelling Machine placed in this Office some months ago on 
uial, is eminently satisfacto t1' in its working and I do not know how we now could get 
along without iL IL runs very smoothly, needs no repairs, and no matter how great the 
amount of lahor required of it, the same is vet1' quickly and neatly rendered, and it is 
easily managed. 

(Sih'11ed) RE. Boyd, Chief C lerk. 

(POST OFFICE, BALTIMORE, MD.) 
November 14d', 1879 

The Leavitt Postmarking and Cancelling Machine has been in this Office since March 
lst,1879. II has cancelled 10,000 Postal Cards eve1y day, ancl pc1fonned rhe work 
eminently satisfacto•1'· It greatly facilitates the labor of this Ollirc, and I lrnvc asked for 
authority Lo purchase the same. 

MAILING DIVISION:-

(Signed) E. B. Tyler, Postmaster 

POST OFFICE, CHICAGO, ILL 
November 6d', 1879 

The Leavitt Poslal Card Postmarking and C.ancelling Machine has been in use at t.his 
Office since June l Sth,1879, and dming 1his pe1iod the Machine has performed its work 
in a most satisfactoty manner. 

I regard the Machine as an indispensable auxiliary to the clerical force at the Stamp table, 
and likewise more economical for the Post Office Department than hand-work. 

I heartily endorse its adoption and use, and would respectfu lly recommend that two of the 
Machines be placed in this Office. 

(Signed) M. J. McGratJ1, Supt 

The foregoing recommendation is approved . 
(Signed) F. W . Palmer, Postmaster 
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POST OFFICE, DETROIT, MICH. 
December 26th, 1879 

The Leavitt Postal Card Cancelling Machine which has been in use in this office some 
eight weeks, performs its work in a perfect manner. I consider this machine a valuable 
acquisition to all the larger offices. 

(Signed) Geo. C. Codd, Postmaster 

POST OFFICE, BUFFALO, N.Y. 
December 11th, 1879 

The Leavitt Postal Card Cancelling Machine left in this Office about two months ago, has 
been freely made use of each day since that time; has worked to our entire satisfaction, 
and is still in good order. 

I recommend the Machine in the strongest tenns, for use in any large office. 

(Signed) Jno. M. Bedford, Postmaster 

POST OFFICE, CLEVELAND, OHIO 
December 4d•, 1879 

The Leavitt Postmarking Machine, which has been in this Office for seven or eight weeks 
past, is in perfect order and doing excellent service. It is regarded here with great favor, 
being especially valuable as an economizer of time and labor. ILs operation is in the 
highest degree successful, meeting efficiently eve1y requirement. To the large offices it 
cannot fail to provide an invaluable acquisition. 

(Signed) N.B. She1win, Postmaster 

POST OFFICE, BROOKLYN, N.Y. 
November 21'\ 1879 

In the mont11 of July last, Mr. Thomas Lcavilt placed one of his Postmarking and 
Cancelling Machines in this Office for uial. It has been in constant use ever since, and has 
proved itself a very useful adjunct to our service, enabling us many times to get out Postal 
Cards with much greater promptness than would have been possible by tJ1e hand process. 
The Machine has remained in good order during the whole time, seems simple in its 
construction, and likely to remain serviceab le for a long time. I have asked for pennission 
to purchase this Machine for the pennanent use of the Office. 

(Signed) James McLeer, Postmaster 
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machines ... provided that in the event of a 
purchase the price of each machine shall not. 
exceed the sum of eight hundred dollars." 

The increase in appropriation was based on 
an evaluation report prepared in 1882 by D. 
M. Rhodes, Superintendent of the Blank and 
Stamp Agency and addressed to First Asst. 
Postmaster General James N. Tyner. The 
appropriation document has recently been 
discovered that sheds new light on the subject 
of the early machines and is shown in its 
entirety on pages 60-61. 

The Superintendent reported that he had 
made a careful examination of the 
experimental use of the Leavitt machine in the 
Washington Post Office and from observation 
was of the opinion that it was well adopted for 
marking letters . The comments made by the 
various officials accords well with the Leavitt 
cancels in the author's collection. However, 
with any statement like this there are always 
exceptions to this type statement. Even the 
later high performance machines of the 19tl1 
century like American, Barry, Barr-Fyke, 
International and Pneumatic cancels, there are 
exceptions. 

Are your Leavitt's clear, uniform, and 
perfectly registered ? 

Perhaps not all but for this period in the 
l 870's and I 880's they may not register 
perfectly but we feel it. was adequate for the 
time. 

What we have noticed is that a great many 
of the Leavitt cancels are starved for ink leaving 
light impressions of the cancels. Readers of 
Machine Cancel Forum may recall the ;uticle 
we wrote and many excerpts we have presented 
here - asking ourselves t11e quest.ion "How 
successful were the Leavitt machines ?" 

60 

The article was intended to be provocative 
and to encourage readers to look at their 
Leavitt cancels from an unusual view point. 
Indeed look closely at the poor and mis­
registered cancels rather than the perfect 
specimens. By the ensuing correspondence, 
we know a number of readers did indeed 
scrutinize their Leavitt Cancels. Thanks 
particularly to Joe McDonough of Ho Ho 
Kus, New Jersey, who checked over 600 
specimens we now have data based on over 
2000. specimens that reveal the following: 

Quantity of Leavitt Cards 

0 damaged. 
l mis-fed - no dial (see M achine Cancel 

Forum page 928. 
2 with day slug inverted 
5 wit11 the year slug inverted. 
1 with the month slug inverted. 
1 with the month and time inverted. 

49 showing the half hour 11 :30 AM, 4.30 
PM etc. 

51 with offsets on the back of cards (only 
3 with heavy ink) . cancelled "AM" 

30 indicating operator error (cards fed in 
wrong side first, upside down, etc.) 

2000+ Cancelled "PM" of which 
significantly more than half are 
cancelled after normal working 
hours "5 PM" onwards, whereas of 
the 145 "AM" cancels only 37 are 
cancelled outside of normal 
working hours. 

Dayton appears to have been the only 
town to have used the Leavitt machine for 
routine backstarnpingduties (marking inbound 
postal cards). 

As Joe McDonough suggested, the high 
incidence of using the machine outside normal 
office hours could explain why Mr.Hey may 
not have seen the machines in operation if he 



had visited the Posl Offices during normal 
working hours. 

While the foregoing statistic may be of 
interest to the collector and indeed may cause 
"AM" Leavitts to jump in price, it also suggests 
that if two of the three basic defects the 
machines were supposed to have had in the 

early l 880's were not as severe as suggested by 
Henry Waite who financed their construction. 

We are presenting herewith some of the 
high points in The House of Representatives 
Report No. 928 that shed new light on the 
subject of the Leavitt machine. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATJVES REPORT N0.928 

REPORT: 

The Leavitt Letter-cancelling And Postmarking Machine 
(A1>ril 4, 1882) 

"The Committee on the Post- Office and Post- Roads, hav ing had under consideration the bill 
(H. R. 2811) 'authorizing the Postmaster- General t o purchase and adopt the Leavitt letter­
cancelling and post- marking machines,' report as fol lows : 

The bill (H. R. 2811) appropriates twenty- five thousand ($25, 000.) dollars, to be placed to the 
credit of the Post-Office Department ... by purchase, lease, or otherwise ... of the Leavitt 
letter-cancel ling and post- marking machine . 

... (a) r eport by D.M. Rhodes, Superi ntendent of the Blank and Stamp Agency, dated February 
23, 1882, and addressed to Hon. James N. Tyner, First Asst. Postmaster- General. Mr. Rhodes 
reports that he made a tol erabl y careful examination of the experimenta l use of said machine 
in the post-office in this c i ty (Washington) and from observations he was of the opinion that 
it was well adapted for marking and cancelling pos tal cards and letters (Leavitt Type X 
exper imental machine) of the usual and of the exceptional rates, with a rapidity and 
completeness not equaled hitherto by any device or practice known to the postal service. He 
reports that one of the machines may be employed to perfonn the service of several clerks 
in post- marking letters and cancell ing stamps simultaneously for out- going mails in large 
offices . 

The Superintendent of mai Is, who operates the machine in the post-offi ce of Washington City, 
says under date of February 15'h(I 881): 

'The machine for post- marking and cance lling letters and circulars, whi ch has been operated 
in this office for the past ten days, works with rapidity and ease, makes little noise, and 
produces very clear impressions. Its range is capabl e of various sizes and thickness: and for 
routine work, especially at large commercial center s, its merits recommend it as a useful and 
valuable acquisition. For postal cards it is super ior to the machine spec ially made for that 
purpose.' 

House of Representatives Report No.928 - 47th Congress 
The Leavitt Letter Cancelling and Postmarking Machine 
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superior to the machine specially made for that purpose. ' 

This opinion is approved by the pos tmaster of Washington City, and may be 
regarded as impartial and explic i L 

'that the machine has been for a long time operated i n this office. (s i nce 
early 1881) That i t is automatic in action, carry mixed letters of 
different sizes and thickness with great rapidity, making a perfect 
impression, and is capable of performing work at the tab l e. The capacity 
for improving the character of t he impression and for labor-savi ng makes it 
a valuabl e acquisition. ' 

William L. Bur t, for t en years postmas ter at Boston, states, under date of 
February 15th, 

"that whil e in t his office the inventor (Leavitt) developed this machine; 
that he has made it a grea t success, and wi t h i t .is able to do for the 
department by machinery what can on l y be done by hands, at cost of great 
and very imperfect results.' 

Mr . Rhodes . .. recommends the adoption of t he machine to be used at offi ces 
of State capitals and great comme1·c ia l c i t ies... officials who are experts 

believe by adopting it thP Post Offic<> DcpartmPnt would lessen, rather 
t han incr ease, t he expense of the depa1·tment . 

House of Representatives Report No.928 - 4 7th Congress 
The Leavitt Letter-cancelling and Postmarking Machine 

W ow!. .. what a glowing tribute for tl1is 
Leavitt machine but what Leavitt machine are 
they speaking of ? 

about February 5th in the Washington City 
Post Office. What are the earliest dates known 
for different types of Leavitt cancels ? 

The clues are few but the testimony 
indicates the Leavitt machine was installed 

EARLIEST 
CITY TYPE REPORTED 

WASHINGT ON 
CITY B November 18, 1879 

c M<11·ch 31, 1882 
CT November 16, 1885 
X l -1 Febru11ry 8, 1881 
X l-11 O ctober 29, 1881 
X l-111 Nov 27, 1881 
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MACHINE 
REFERRED T O 

No 
No 
No 
Probably 
No 
No 



The only possible machine that was 
described in the House of Representative 
Report No.928 would be the Leavitt machine 
that Mr. Rhodes describes as ... 
"well adapted for marking and cancelling 
postal cards and letters" and he continues by 
saying ... "For postal cards it is superior to the 
machines specially made for that purpose." 

With the statements and dates mentioned, 
the only logical conclusion would be the 
"February 15th" date quoted and "has been 
operated in this office for the past ten days" 
leaves us with an approximate date of February 
5th. This accords well with the e;u-liest 
reported use of the Type Xl-1 Washington 
cancel dated F ebruaiy 8, 1881 ! ! 

Our premise means d1e House of 
Representative Report No.928 is mis-leading. 
\iVhen reading the report, it leads one to 
believe the machine was tested in 1882 and 
not d1e actual date of 1881. 

From the foregoing, one would come 
rapidly to the conclusion that the Leavitt series 
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of machines - from the earliest model to the 
experimental letter cancelling machine of 
1881/82 - were a highly desirable acquisition, 
just what the Post Office needed in many of its 
offices. 

But today - more than a l 00 years after 
the event, we know that despite the strong 
recommendation and the large financial 
appropriation for Leavitt ma.chines, large 
numbers of machines were not installed - quite 
the reverse in fact, the number of machines 
apparently in use in 1880 gradually dwindled 
to zero over the following decade. 

And the comments ma.de by various 
officials doesn't seem to accord well with the 
evidence of the known Leavitt cancels. 

Whatever the shortcomings of the 
ma.chines, Waite opted not to spend any more 
development time or dollars on them once 
How;u·d had perfected the marking 
mechanism and Ethridge had arrived on the 
scene with an improved 'drop' feed system 
(Reference 1). 



Post 0/Jice DGp!}rtment. 
Office oj Third Ass't Postmaster General. 

/Jwision of Dead Letters. 
Official Business. 

A penalty of $300 ~ pxed by law, for using th~ 

En11clo1Je for ot~ ~han Offieifll ?iusincss, / 

oJ !/.) . --~/ (.,/~ 
/I /;/,,,, . 

./ /' I~ ! .. ;/~ 
( / -

... '/ 
''\ . ' /'' /.· ~ _ .. ~ c: ' I. ·-· . { ..... Z- - -

.. ..., ., 
. .. I " 

(_ .-/ ··· . 

Courtesy of Louis Geschwindner 
TYPE X1 DIE I February 8(1881) WASHINGTON, D. C. 

The earliest Group X machine used in Washington was developed by Howard 
and Leavitt for cancelling letters and cards by use of a needle feed system. 

Cards were discontinued very Quickly . 

lb:::::~~~~====!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!:::=!.lr--~ 
..-&&M"'ll'•ot celled tor in I~ 

To .fi~ __ Cld . .pt.~-'-~ 
_______ 2~--~------· -· 

________ d-&LC-~------ ·-·------ --·~ 

TYPE X1 DIE I February 21, 1881 WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Penalty and Postal Cards are known from the first trial but were shortly 

thereafter discontinued because of the hard card stock causing the needles to 
bend or to break. 
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But again on the evidence of one's 
coJlection, can we agree with Mr. Waite? My 
cards are not inked on the back. I have yet to 
come across any postal cards that appear to 
have been damaged by passage through the 
machine, and I have found only one obvious 
example of mis-feeding with only a partial 
cancel. Waite certainly had a commercial 
interest in the Leavitt machine hence we have to 
respect his opinions. 

A contemporary of his who also had a 
commercial interest- the success (or otherwise) 
of the machine for an entirely different reason 
was George Hey of H ey-Dolphin 
(International) fame. In the process of a lengthy 
litigation action between the International Postal 
Supply Co. and the American Postal Machines 
Co.; H ey clearly expressed his opinion of the 
Leavitt machines. 

In response to the question: "Do you know 
that prior to 1883, the Leavitt machine was used 
quite extensively in various large post offices 
throughout the United States?" 

Hey replied: " I do not; but I know directly 
the contrary. It was tested in Baltimore and 
Washington - I mean the Jetter marking 
scheme, and was found to be a flat failure. And 
I know furthermore that a few of the postal 
cards machines were purchased by a special 
appropriation by Congress and that these few 
machines were distributed among the large 
cities like New York, Philadelphia, Washington, 
Baltimore, Chicago, and that these machines 
thrown aside for the reason that they would not 
operate successfully because they mutilated t11e 
postal cards, failed to mark them properly, and 
were generally inefficient. I saw those machines 
in three different offices, and at that time t11ey 
had been relegated practically to the scrap heap; 
they were not in use and were not in condition 
for use, and were exhibited to me with the 
statement that they were flat failures and I 

witnessed their operation and was informed that 
I ought to be able to appreciate the difficulty of 
a problem in which failure had resulted in 
attempting to make a machine to operate on 
uniform matter like postal cards, and that this 
was an easy proposition compared to making a 
machine that would operate on a miscellaneous 
mail." 

When asked "who told you all these things 
?" Hey replied: "The Assistant Superintendent 
of Mails at New York; the Postmaster at 
Syracuse (sic); the official of the Post Office 
Department who had direct charge of the 
marking stamps in the Post Office Department; 
Mr. Dan Shepard, Deputy Postmaster of 
Chicago; the Superintendent of Mail:; of the 
City Post Office in Milwaukee (sic); and Mr. 
George Mott, who also told me about several 
machines that he had experience with as 
conficlential clerk to Thomas L.James when he 
was Postmaster of the City of New York." 

He (Mr. Hey) was then prodded to explain 
how he knew that the letter cancelling machine 
tested in Baltimore and Washington was found 
to be a 'flat fai lure'. He replied as follows: "I 
knew it in 1883 merely by hearsay and 
observation of the postal card machine and an 
inspection of the photographs of the letter 
machine which were shown to me in the Post 
Office Department in Washington . Later, I 
knew it was the result of my personal study of 
tl1e subject and an examination of the Leavitt 
patents (111Cl from the evidence of Mr. Henry E. 
Waite and E.L. Howard and ot11ers. The said 
Howard having been my opponent in the 
interference of Howard vs. Hey; and 
furthermore from the fact that it is simply an 
impossibility to make a successful cancelling 
machine with a marking mechanism arranged 
so that t11e letters are fed 'Atit11 t11e broad or flat 
sides toward the printing couple. I personally 
conducted a Jong series of experiments in an 
endea,·or to construct such a machine, and I 



found that there is no possible way of guiding a 
letter into proper register; therefore I think I am 
safe in saying that I know the Leavitt letter 
machine was a flat failure; furthermore, I have 
carefully studied the construction of another 
cancelling machine known as the LOff elhardt, 
which was tested in New York and other cities 
and in which, although the letters were fed in 
the manner I described, there was an attempt 
made to provide a mechanism for squaring the 
letter before it.s engagement with the marking 
mechanism, but even that mechanism was not 
successful and that machine was also a fl at 
failure." 

Likewise he was asked how he knew that 
the Leavitt postal card machines in the New 
York, Philadelphia, W a.shington, Baltimore and 
Chicago Post Offices were "a flat fai lure." Ilis 
reply was, "I saw the postal card machine which 
I have described in several of those of-

REFERENCES: 

fices, and in each one of them found it was in 
disuse and in at least two of them saw an 
attempt made to operate the machines and was 
told in all of the offices that it was worse than 
useless for the purpose designed, and that it 
would not operate as rapidly and as unfailingly 
as the hand stamp, and that for the reason that 
no benefit was derived from it.s use, its use was 
discontinued." 

George H ey's testimony was, of course, all 
hearsay and although he could have produced 
witnesses to substantiate these (and other 
claims) he elected not to. Thus it is difficult to 
reaJJy decide whether the machines were the 
boon to mankind as suggested by official Post 
Office Department records or the near disaster 
suggested by H ey. 

What do you think ? What do your Leavitt 
c;rncels suggest to you ? Are they the product 
of successful machines ? Your opinions would 
be '"'elcome by the authors. 

1. American Machine Cancels - the History, Machinery and Postal Markings of the American Postal 
Machines Co., by Reg Morris 1978. 

2. Descriptive Catalog of the Leavitt Machine Cancellations.by Frank B. Stratton U.P.S.S. 1985. 
3. Machine CommaL'i of Boston, Mass. 1876-1886, by Fred G. Floyd, Billig Handbook, Volumes XII 

and XIII, 1950 
4. Appropriation Act for 1881 (21 Stat 177). 
5. Congressional Bill H.r.7243 - Introduced Febru:uy 28, 1881. 
6. H ouse Bills: Hr 281 1January16, 1882; Hr 5133 March 13, 1882. 
7. Philatelic Journal of Great Britain, March 1978. 
8. House of Representatives Report N o.928 - 47111 Congress - April 4, 1882. 
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GROUPA(E) 

GROUP A 

GROUPB 

INTRODUC1"'ION/SUMMARY 

PROTOTYPE EXPERIMENTALS. Page 71 

An experimentaJ use known from Boston. Seven horizontal bars having 
one inset cork. Two copies reported for November 187 5. 

BOSTON 
MASS. 

rlOV. 15 ----·~ .. -.~ 

RECI' ILINEAR POSTMARKS. 

e~STOI': 
~AS t;_ 

MAR. 7.76 
11 A. !I. 

BARRED OVAL. 

a 

---

p 
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Page 75 

Reclilinear postmark with three or four 
lines of type. Five types of 
cancellers were used. Known 
from Boston and New York 
between January 1876 and April 
1878. 

Page 103 

A circular dial with the seven or eight 
ba.ired oval canceller with a 
se1vice letter C or D . One 
exception is a 13 horizontal bar 
ca.i1ceileruscd in Noiwalk, Ohio. 
There are 28 cities that used the 
type. Reported between March 
1878 and September 1892. 



GROUP C- D 

GROUP CT 

GROUPE 

GROUPX 

HORIZONTAL BAR TYPES. 

H ORIZONTAL BAR TYPE. 

BAHRED OVAL. 

~ 
7 

Page 191 

C - 12 or 14 bars, used only in Boston, 
Washington and Baltimore from 
March 1882 to April 1891. 

D - 18 or 19 bars, used only in Boston 
from February 1882 to August 
1885. 

Page 206 

Six bars, Provisional type used briefly in 
two cities Washington and 
Indianapolis. Reported used 
between November 1885 and 
April 1886. 

Page 221 

Circular dial and 8-bar oval canceller 
with service letter D. Used in 
Boston between August 1886 
and July 1890. 

EXPERIMENTAL LETTER MACHINE. Page 229 

-·c-- -- -- -
-----_,, 
=-­-· --
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Letters with five different Sub-Groups of 
needle marks. Needles were 
used for gripping the letters and 
pulling them into the cancelling 
cylinder. Used in five cities 
between 1881 and 1882. 
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GROUP A(E) 
PROTOTYPE EXPERIMENTAl.S 

1875 

ReturD to WASON, PEIR~ ~- Q~ .. f 
1 

. .. \J 
No. 6l Chatham Street, BcfSlr~~ 'Xns S~ 

JC not delivered witbiD 10 W't> V • 15 

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
TYPE A-1 (El November 15 (1875) BOSTON, MASS. 

Only known use of the Leavitt prototype cancel on cover. The cancelling 
die has a three line rectilinear postmark; a seven horizontal bar canceller 

showing one 13 mm. cross cut cork; seven-bar height is 18 mm. and no year 
date in cancel. 

courtesy of Joe McDonough 
TYPE A-1 (E) November 15 (1875) BOSTON, MASS. 

This is the only known use from the test on a postal card from Leavitt's 
experimental machine in the Boston Post Office. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP A 

RECTILINEAR POSTMARKS 
1876 - 1878 

Their next machine was also a hand cranked 
rotary postmarking machine that could cancel 
both letters and cards that were hand fed one at 
a time against a guide plate. Operating this new 
and revolutionary device was a slow process 
and about as fast as hand cancelling. 

The second trial commenced January 6, 
1876 in the Boston Post Office but not 
considered a success. It did show possibilities. 
Cancels from this firsl extended trial are 
designated Type A-1. 

eo s Tor-.a 
MASS. 

POSTMARK 
DIE I 

TYPE A-1 

Die I postmarks show BOSTON on the first line and 
MASS. on t11e 2nd line. A period is .5 mm. from the "S" in 
MASS. The third and fourth lines have movable type. Randomly 
used were 2.0 mm. spacer bars above and below the postmark. 

The height of the postmark without spacer bars is 14.0 mm. The 
height of the postmark "'~th one spacer bar is 16.0 mm. or 18.0 
mm. with two. 

This postmark is designated as Die I as it was also used 
in the activities described on page 83, which involved a Die II 
for the Boston postmark . 

....... 

January 6, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
The earliest reported date for Boston's Type A-1 cancels. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1876 - 1878 

The canceller used in the Type A-1 
cancelling die was engraved on a steel plate 
having 14 oblique bars sloping down from right 
to left. The bars are 1.0 mm. thick and milled 
2.5 mm. apart. 

Two 10.0 mm. holes were drilled in the steel 
plate approximately 8.0 mm. over from each 
end. Two small, round 10.0 mm. corks were 
inserted, one in each drilled hole having a cross 
cut on each face. The method for 

securing the corks securely in the steel plate has 
yet to be determined. The overall length of the 
canceller die is 47 .0 mm. with a height of 17 .0 
mm. 

In five months of sporadic use, only one 
cancelling die was used in the Type A-1 cancels. 
However, from known copies more than one set 
of corks were used in the canceller. 

Canceller 
TYPE A-1 

TYPE A-1 March 11, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
This example is the latest known use on a postal card. 

The cancelling die used in the Leavitt 
e}.-perimental machine was designed specifically 
to cancel two stamps on a letter. H owever, only 
two examples have been reported having more 
tl1a.n one adhesive stamp. 
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We are not sw-e if the machine was designed 
to exclusively cancel letters or to cancel both 
letters and cards. The machine was used to 
cancel postal cards during the first five weeks in 
the Boston Post Office but these are extremely 
scarce. 



BOSTON 
GROUP A- CANCELS 

1876 - 1878 

TYPE A-1 January 13, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
An interesting Type A-1 Leavitt cancel showing 3rd Class use but also with the 

time and day on an unsealed letter. 

i / > .. ,,.. (., 

/ 
.l ,I/ I 
. ) ·- -

I 

I 

~ r: ST~r: 
- !~i AS~:._ 

MAR. 7.76 
11 A.M. 

.//~ 1 ( ·t ,? 

~t 
I" · -7 -- · v_.. ..... . " 

_) / f (; l ' ( (({ ( t'. ~ {_ 

µ:/u: 
TYPE A-1 March 7, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 

Note the space under "MASS." and under "MAR. 7.76" which indicates that 
2.0 mm. spacers were used in the postmark. In the uppermost Type A-1 

cancel, no spacers were used. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1876 - 1878 

~~L&f~t~ 
g~~~ 

TYPE A-1 May 15, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
The 14 oblique bar canceller that housed two small corks was specifically 

designed by Leavitt so the new rotary postmarking machine was capable of 
cancelling two stamps. Two examples have been reported. 

B~~.,. 
M ! R 

TYPE A- 1 May 16, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
The two cent vermilion envelope was issued primarily for the local letter rate. 
The locally addressed letter is the only known A-1 cancel showing a two cent 

letter rate . 
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BOSTON 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1876 - 1878 

TYPE A-1 May 4, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
Slightly above and 9 mm. to the left of the postmark an ink mark 

appears on some Type A-1 cancels . The mark was caused by the edge of the 
die retainer. Both cancels used a 2 mm. spacer bar under the date. 

Betlllll tA> HART TAYLO& & 00., 
36, 38 & 40 Oha11ney Btn1et, BOSTON, Mass., 

It not delivered withili 6 da.ys. 

TYPE A- 1 

BOST .J N 
. MASS. 

J V .,, E E 16 
• O A . M. 

June 8, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
The above cancel is from the latest know n use of the Leavitt experimental 

machine with the Type A-1 cancelling die. After five months of sporadic use, 
t his first operational cancelling machine used in Boston was no longer in use. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1876 - 1878 

A new Leavitt rotary postmarking machine 
was installed in the Boston Post Office by early 
February 1876 while the Type A-1 machine was 
still in operation. A completely new cancelling 
die was designed for the exclusive use on postal 
cards. The machine had features that included a 
new stacking and feeding arrangement that 
allowed the operator more freedom. 

Shortly after the installation of the new postal 
card machine, a brief test was conducted at 10 
A.M. on February 2, 1876. Two specimens are 
known from this demonstration of the new 
machine using a new rectilinear postmark (Die 
I) but without a canceller die. One explanation 
for the Type A 1-2 is the new shortened oblique 
9-bar canceller had not arrived for the machine 
evaluation held February 2, 1876. 

Postal cards from this February 2 test have 
been designated as Type Al-2 cancels. The 
distance between the right edge of the postmark 
and the card's edge is 7.0 mm. on one card and 
8.0 mm. on the other. The normal distance 
between the postmark and the canceller bars is 
3.0 mm. for Types A-1 and A-2 cancels. This 
does suggest the Type A 1-2 was indeed used 
without a canceller. 

Examining some of the Type A-1 cancels 
used in February 1876 and comparing them with 
the rectilinear postmarks used in the Type Al-2 
test, it is our conclusion the two dies are 
different. 

The new oblique 9-bar canceller die arrived 
shortly after the initial demonstration of the new 
machine in the Boston Post Office. 

WRITE THE ADDjlESS ON THIS SIDE - THE MESSACE ON THEOTHEA 

TYPE A 1-2 February 2, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
This unique style of cancel without the canceller was used in the first test of 

the new postal card machine. Two examples from this brief test in Boston are 
known. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1876 - 1878 

The devdopment of Leavitt's new machine 
raises some unanswered questions of the basic 
design of the postal card machine. If the 
machines configuration was based on a patent 
application dated April 17, 187 6, this was ten 
weeks after the earliest use of the Leavitt's new 
machine and after the February 2, 1876, test. 
(patent #192519 was issued on June 26, 1877) 

The Die I rectilinear postmark used in the 
February 2, 1876, test is the same postmark die 
used with Type A-2 cancels seven days later. 
The new, short oblique 7-bar canceller 

DIE 

Ia 
Ila 

BOS T ON 
MA SS. 

DIE I 

DISTANCE FROM 
LAST "S" ;md "." 

0.5mm 
l.Omm 

INK 
COLOR 

Black 
Black 

IIb l.Omm Bluish-black 
lb 0.5mm Bluish-black 
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designed for postal cards has a length of 23.0 
mm. and a height of 17 .5 mm. 

The eru·liest reported use of the Die I 
rectilinear postmark with the new, short 9 
oblique bar canceller is February 9, 1876. (its 
whereabouts today is unknown) 

Two different rectilinear postmark dies were 
used in the Type A-2 cancelling die between 
February 9, 1876 and April 11, 1878. Shown 
here are the two dies: Note location of periods 
after "MASS" in the table below. 

80STON 
MAS S. 

DIE II 

K1~0WN USAGE 

February 9, 1876 - March 31, 1876 
April 1, 1876 - September 23, 1877 
September 25, 1877 - March 4, 1S78 
March 9, 1878 - April 11, 1878 



BOSTON 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1876 - 1878 

WRITE. THE ADDRESS ON TH IS SI OE-THEM ESSACE ON THE OTH ER 

f!~t/f~' 
%~ 

TYPE A-2 February 16, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
This new Type A-2 cancel shows early use of a Die la. 

WRIT[ TH~ ADDR ESS O~N TH I S SID(-TH£ MESSAGE ON TH( OTHrn 

,_%-_ -~ J!£~4 
~~t 

TYPE A-1 January 6, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
The first American postal card (UPSS S-1) was issued on May 13, 1873, with 

a large watermark. Later, in July 1873, one cent Brown Liberty card was 
issued with a smaller watermark. This UPSS S-2 shows a rare combination; the 

first day of use for the Type A-1 cancel on America's first postal card! 
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BOSTON 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1876 - 1878 

TYPE A-2 March 23, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
Leavin cancels are not often seen on America's first postal card. Issued in 
1873, both large and small watermark cards were replaced in 1875 by the 

card shown below. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE A-2 March 31, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
Die la postmarks show use of black ink and a space of 0.5 mm. from the 

second "S" in " MASS" and the period. The Die la known used from February 
9 to March 31, 1876. This Type A-2 is the latest known use for the Die la. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1876 - 1878 

TYPE A-2 April 1, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
Die Ila postmarks show the use of black ink but a space of 1 mm. between 
the second "S" in "MASS" and period. This example is the earliest reported 

use of the new Die Ila which was used from April 1, 1876 to 
September 23, 1877. 

TYPE A-2 August 21, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
Another example of a Die Ila postmark and the continued use of black ink. This 

oblique bar canceller shows it to be exceptional having nine complete and 
well inked bars. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1876 - 1878 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

(; 
u f tn1,.. c ..... 

1/ 
-J _i.. , , , .,.. 

! ' 
I ' 

' · /I t ·. .,,. ··' .- . 
• - I j · ·.._ 

TYPE A-2 September 23, 1877 BOSTON, MASS. 
This example of the Die Ila cancel is the latest known use for this variety with 
a black shade of ink. Poorly inked Type A-2 cancels are prevalent during this 

time. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESS'ACE ON THEOTHFR' 

TYPE A-2 October 1, 1877 BOSTON, MASS. 
This Die llb cancel shows the ink has changed color to a bluish-black hue 

rather than the earlier black shade. This ink was in use September 25, 1877 
to March 4, 1878. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1876 - 1878 

~ ~:~ ~ -~ 0 N 
~~;.,-.~~~~~ ~ ...... ~ - s 5. 

:F~~·Jt~ . . , .7 8 

WRITE THE ADDR ESS .ruLI:Jil!l _SIDE-THEM ESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE A-2 February 1, 1878 BOSTON, MASS. 
Die llb cancels with bluish-black ink continued to be used into 1878 with the 

latest use being March 4th. Complete and well inked cancels for 1878 are 
uncommon. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE A-2 March 9, 1878 BOSTON, MASS. 
This Die lb with a .5 mm. space between the " S" of "MASS" and the 

period was back in service March 9, 1878. Cancels continue to show the 
bluish-black shade of ink. This cancel is the earliest reported use of the Die lb. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1876 - 1878 

l'JC~ .i ON 
f\/l A Sb. 

TYPE A-2 March 22, 1878 BOSTON, MASS. 
The cancel shows very late use of the Type A-2 Leavitt machine in Boston. 
Frank Stratton's 1985 catalog shows the latest date for this cancel as being 
April 11 , 1 878, but the latest date we have confirmed is March 23, 1878. 

The new and improved Leavitt cancelling 
machine incorporated the Type 2 canceller 
designed with fewer diagonal bars because of 
the restriction in size for cancelling postal cards. 

Three Type 2 canceller dies were cut and 

89 

milled from a steel bar. The finished dies have 
nine oblique bars with a 17.5 mm. height for 
the two Boston dies and the one New York die. 
The nine oblique bar canceller dies varied in 
length from 23.0 mm. for the Boston's two dies 
to a shorter 22.0 mm. for the New York die. 



BOSTON 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1876 - 1878 

Identification points for the three canceller 
dies are seen here with the top left oblique bar 

being the first bar: 

TYPICAL 
TYPE2 
CANCELLER 

CANCELLER BAR LENGTHS {in millimeters) - READING DOWN FROM THE LEIT 

CITY DIE pi 2nd 3"' 4lh 5111 61h 7111 3111 gm 
BOSTON I 0.5 7.0 14.0 21.0 25.0 25.0 18.5 12.0 6.0 
BOSTON II 1.0 8.0 15.0 23.0 25.5 22.5 16.5 9.5 3.5 
NEW YORK I 1.0 8.0 15.0 22.0 25.5 22.0 15.0 8.0 1.0 

""' ')IN \7'& 

113H.LO J H.L NO 3~VSS31'1 3H.L-301S SIHl NO SSJllOOV JHl 31111M 

TYPE A-2 September 26, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
These Type A-2 Boston cancels that show all nine oblique bars fully inked are 
scarce. The canceller is a Die II. Clerk facing error caused the inverted cancel. 
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NEW YORK 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1876 - 1878 

___,,,.... r-i E 14. 
4 P.M. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSAGE ON THE OTHER 

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
TYPE A-2 June 14, 1876 NEW YORK 

The first Leavitt machine used in New York was in 1876 with a die similar to 
the ones used in Boston cancels. The first Leavitt machine was used in New 
York on June 10, 1876, with the majority of the cancels known in June. The 
machine was sporadically used until October 7, 1876. In 1876, the New York 

Post Office was evaluating other cancelling machines. The intermittent use 
could be the result of several comparison tests with other machines. 

TYPEA-2 
CANCELLING DIES USED IN BOSTON and NEW YORK 

POSTMARK CANCELLER 
CITY DIE DIE W IDTH 

BOSTON I I 23 mm 
BOSTON II II 23 mm. 
BOSTON I I 23 111111. 

NEWYORK I I 22 mm. 

'This study is a composite of tJ1e 9 oblique ba1· 
canceller used in Type A-2 cancelling dies in 
Boston and New York. It can be interpreted 
with severaJ interesting facts. 

The cancelling in Boston's Type A-2 cancels 
used two different oblique bar cancellers that 

O BLIQUE 
BARS KNOWN USAGE 
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9 
9 
9 
9 

Februa.iy 9, 1876 - March 31, 1876 
Aprill, 1876- March 4, 1878 
Ma1·ch 9, 1878 - April 11 , 1878 
June 10, 1876 - October 7, 1876 

paraJleled the same dates found in the Die I and 
Die II rectilinear postmarks. 

The cancelling dies in Type A-2 cancels were 
engraved and milled on two pieces of steel 
stock, one for a postmark die and the other for 
the canceller die. 



NEW YORK 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1876 - 1878 

1.30 l'. ~ .. 

WRITE THE AOORESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE A-2 August 21 , 1876 NEW YORK 
One w ill observe t he A-2 cancels from New York do not show the state's 

name in the rectilinear postmark. The Myers machine was evaluated in New 
York during the same period and w ithout the state name. It is possible a 

comparison test was conducted between the tw o machines. 

7.7 
~ P.W. 

WRITE THE AOORESS ON THIS S I DE-THE MESSAGE ON THE OTHER 

~~%.OJ~ 
~/ 
~L 

J 

TYPE A-2 October 7, 1876 NEW YORK 
The majority of Type A-2 cancels used in New York were used in June 

1876.Several cancels are known in August, one copy for September 6 and 
this October 7 cancel. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP A- CAN CELS 

1877 - 1878 

•.. .. '\·. s 
.. ~ • ·. ·:J • 

J Ar• .. · .. :. 77 
4 /\ ... M. 

GEORGE" DIMMOCK, Esq., 

Cambri~ge. 

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
TYPE A-3 January 1, 1877 BOSTON, MASS. 

This Boston cancel clearly shows the new canceller that was installed in late 
December 1877. The service letter "C" was used in a circle replacing the 

old diagonal bar canceller. The "C" has rotated to an inverted position. This 
1878 postal card shows the year dated error of "77" . 

00.~ 1 ON 
1~1i /4. s ~. 

:~~j . ~ R. f 'J. 7 \ 

4 A . . M. 

GEORGE DIMMOCK, Esq., 

Cambridge. 

TYPE A-3 March 19, 1878 BOSTON, MASS. 
To date, only three Leavitt cancels are known on post cards. This Die I 

postmark shows the period close to the last "S" in "MASS.". The Type A-3 
cancels were in use for1 4 weeks and during the same time as A-2 cancels. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1877 - 1878 

WRITE THE AOOR £SS ON TH IS S 10£.~t.H .E MES SAC EON THE OTHER 

courtesy of Raymond Woodman 
TYPE A-3 December 24, 1877 BOSTON, MASS. 

The new style of canceller with a service letter was installed in the Leavitt 
machine on December 24, 1877. The Type A-3 cancelling die used the Die II 
postmark during the same time period as the Type A-2 cancels. This cancel is 

the earliest reported use of Type A-3. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE Ofl THE OTHER 

TYPE A-3 January 17, 1878 BOSTON, MASS. 
A new Type 3 canceller was composed of a thick 1 .5 mm. circle 17 mm. in 

diameter housing, a large "C. "The Leavitt machines were the pioneers in 
service letters. The "C" meant the "mail collected from mail boxes by carriers." 
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BOSTON 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1877 - 1878 

~(:It ;"O N 
M ~SS. 

rt A ~ 2 ~ .;· 0 
,_ - . --· 

1:13H.1.0 JH.L NO J:>VSS3 Iii 3 H.1.- 3 01$ SIH.1 NO ssnoov 3 H.I. 3.1.ll:IM 

This card shows an inverted Type A-3 - Die II cancel in the lower left (clerks 
facing error) and a Type A-2 offset on its right, both showing a date and time 

of JAN 24.76 I 4 P.M., proving the same Leavitt machine used both dies. 

The Type A-2 offset suggests the card's 
reverse side was processed first when the platen 
was still wet with ink caused by a machine mal­
function when no card was present on the platen 
to receive a cancel. The inked cancelling 

die was impressed on the platen, hence the 
cards offset.This reverse side of the top card 
shows a full Type A-3 can cel and a partial 
rimmed "C." We believe this side of the card 
was processed first due to a clerks facing error. 

Reverse of above card . 

95 



BOSTON 
GROUP A- CANCELS 

1877 - 1878 

80~10 
MA S 

· ~ 2 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE A-3 March 28, 1878 BOSTON, MASS 
The Die II postmark was used in Type A-3 cancels from December 24, 1877 to 
early March 1878. Die I postmarks are reported used from March 11, 1878 to 

April 3, 1878. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SJDE-THt: MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE A-3 April 3, 1878 BOSTON, MASS. 
The Type A-2 cancels were phased out by mid-April 1878 which is about the 
t ime the Type A-3 ceased to operate. This poorly inked April 3 cancel is the 

latest known. 
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NEW YORK 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1878 

The second cancelling die instaJled in New 
York was the Type A4-NY and used for two 
days, February 21, 1878 and February23, 1878. 
(February 22nd unknown) The Die II 
rectilinear postmark was used with a seven 
horizontal bar canceller. 

The second type was the Type AB-NY 

NEW YORK 

DIE I 

2.0 mm. between 
NEW and YORK 

No period after 
YORK 

cancelling die with the numeral "31" in the eight 
barred oval cance!Jer first seen on February 26, 
1878. Two New York cancelling dies, 
postmark and canceller, were used in the Type 
AB-NY cancels. 

New York, like Boston, also used two 
postm;u·k dies in their two machines. 

NEW YORK. 

DIE II 

4.0 mm. between 
NEW and YORK 

Period after 
YORK. 

CANCELLER 
TYPE A4-NY 
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NEW YORK 
GROUP A- CANCELS 

1878 

· .. !'!. 

WRITE THE ADDRE:JS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSAGE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE A4-NY February 21, 1878 NEW YORK. 
In the three known examples of Type A4-NY, only the Die II postmark die has 
been reported. Its brief use suggests the seven bar canceller may have been a 

provisional and in temporary use until the new 8-barred oval "31" arrived. 

2 I .7 tJ 
P.M. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON TH IS SIDE-THEM E'>SACE ON THE OTHER 

First National Bank, 
Nunda, 

N. Y. 

courtesy of Robert Stendel 
TYPE A4-NY February 21, 1878 NEW YORK. 

The canceller seen in the Type A4-NY cancels is totally different from all 
Leavitt cancels and was used briefly. Length of the canceller is 23 mm. w ith a 

height of 18 mm. 
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NEW YORK 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1878 

. 2 3.7 8 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SI OE -THE MESSACE: ON THE OTHER 

:- :i:~·.~ .• ·0~•4f;,~·~·: , 
. "!':"'....,,,,, -~-~"'' "'-t~· 
~~i" I ·~,;..~:..·"'~. 1;~~ 

m1.1 r: -~ :, - 1.111 
~1 I ~! ,· 1-".._~ ... I·~ 

~. ·1.1 . ~ .';,;.\ \ 1..;...- · 
~- ......... _,~,-/ 
.~, ()~-i c.i 1'111

1. --

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
TYPE A4-NY February 23, 1878 NEW YORK 

The Die II rectilinear postmark is easily recognized by the 4 mm. space 
between "NEW" and "YORK" and the period. Reported in use from February 2 1 

to February 23, 1878. 

~-~~~~~DJfJ!JaLYORK 

=w::::::s~~-,. 2 6.7 8 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE: ON THE OTHER 

TYPE AB-NY February 26, 1878 NEW YORK 
Type AB-NY cancels with a Die I postmark are easy to recognize having no 

period after "NEW YORK" and 2 mm. between "NEW" and "York" . Die I was in 
use only four days. 
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NEW YORK 
GROUP A - CANCELS 

1878 

New York received two Leavitt machines 
in February 1878, tJ1e first by February 21, 
1878, with a seven bar canceller die 
(provisional) and the Die II postmark. By 
February 26, 1878, the second machine with tJ1e 
Die I postmark and two 8-barred oval cancellers 
with "31" had arrived. 

TYPE AB-NY DIES: 

DIE 
DIE 

NEW YORK 
POSTMARK 

I 
II 

CANCELLER "31" 

Height 
Width 
Ring diameter 
Height of "3" in "3 1" 

NEW YORK 
CANCELLER 

DIE I 

25.00 mm. 
19.00 mm. 
11.00 mm. 
7.25 mm. 

I 
II 

DIE II 

24.50 mm. 
18.50 mm. 
11.25 mm. 
7.00mm. 

After the second machine had arrived, 
both machines were cancelling cards by 
February 26. During their use, both machines 
were using the same basic cancelling die. The 
canceller was oval with eight bars surrounding a 
tllin ring containing the figure "31 ". This basic 
oval bar style would be used later in the majority 
of Group B cancels. 

KNOWN USAGE 

February 26, 1878 - March 1, 1878 
February 26, 1878 - March 25, 1878 

DIE IMPRESSION 
~ 

~@= ...,: .,.. 
~ 

courtesy of Robert Stendel 
TYPE AB-NY February 26, 1878 NEW YORK. 

This February 26 postmark is the earliest reported Die II. 
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GROUP B - CANCELS 
1878 - 1892 

Some of most common <:U1d rarest of 
the Leavitt Rotary postmarking machine 
cancels fall within this designated Group B 
cancels. The Group B cancels were first 
introduced in New York as a Type B-NY(31) 
cancel on March 26, 1878. Group B cancels 
have a circular dial ranging in size from 23.0 to 
26.5 mm. Generally, Group B have an 8-bar 
oval canceller with a wide range of dimensions. 
But there are two exceptions. These are a 
seven barred oval canceller that was used in 

Boston and a unique 13-bar canceller used in 
No1walk, Ohio. 

Group B cancels used both the "C' and 
"D" se1vice letters with "C" less often seen. 
Se1vice letters were first adopted in Boston on 
the Type A-3 Leavitt machine using the "C' 
se1vice letter. In addition, three cities used 
numerals in t11eir canceller; "2" in Chicago; 
"31 ", "32" and "33" in New York and a "3" in 
Philadelphia. 

Typical - Group B Bar Cancellers 

--... 
' ~~ [g}] =cru= ~~ • D·· - .... ~ -7 -........... ...,, 

7-BAR "D" 8-BAR "C' 8-BAR "D" 13-BAR "D" 
TYPE B-1 TYPE B-NWK TY PE B-2/B-3 TYPEB-NOR 
BOSTON NEWARK BOSTON NORWALK 

24.5x19 mm. 24.5 x 20 mm. 24.5 x 21 mm. 22 x 26 mm 
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NEW YORK 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MES9ACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE B-NY(31) DIE I March 26, 1878 NEW YORK 
The above March 26, 1878. is the earliest Group B cancel. 

Leavitt introduced his first barred oval 
canceller in New York in the Type AB-NY(31) 
cancelling die combined with a rectilinear 
postmark on February 26, 1878. One month 

later on March 26, 1878, Leavitt introduced 
a new circular dial in the New York machine 
and continued to use the 8-bar oval canceller 
with a numeral "31 ". 

A December 20, 1878. testimonial letter states in part:-

"The l:\vo Postal Cai·d Stamping Machines in use at this office are giving good 
satisfaction and are labor saving machines." 

C.L. Steele, Supt 
Thos. L.James, Postmaster of New York." 
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NEW YORK 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

Below are the Lwo dials used in Type B-NY(31) cancels:-

D IAL 
DIE I 

DIAL 
DIE II 

B-NY(31) DIAL/ CANCELLER DIE I DIE II 

* Dial diameter 23.8 mm. 23.5 mm. 
* "l" in year dale projects into ... 
.. T op of 1878 "1" to second "8" 
* Bottom of 1878 "l" to second "8" 
* Height of 8-bar canceller (31) 
* Width of 8-bar canceller (31) 

TYPE B-NY(31) DIE II March 28, 1 878 

"Y" of ''YORK" ''YO" of "YORK" 
1.6 mm. 
2.0 mm. 
25.0 mm. 
20.0 111111. 

2.0 mm. 
2.3mm. 
24.0 mm. 
21.5 mm. 

NEW YORK 
An early use of the New York Die II dial and canceller. 

107 



NEW YORK 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

First National Bank, 

Nunqa, 

N. Y. 
TYPE B-NY(31 l DIE I March 27, 1878 NEW YORK 

On consecutive days, two types of Leavitt cancels were used in New York. 
Latest use of the Type AB-NY(31) was March 25, 1878. On the next day, the 
new Type B-NY(31) Die I was used with the same or similar "31" canceller . 

TYPE B-NY(31) DIE II March 30, 1878 NEW YORK 
In the comparison of similar dials on the Type B-NY(31) The Die II dial can be 
typed by measuring the bottom of "1878" from the outer edge of the "1" to 
the outer edge of the second "8". Die II is 12.0 mm. and Die I is 11.5 mm. 
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NEW YORK 
GROUP B-CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

TYPE B-NY(31) DIE I April 13, 1878 NEW YORK 
Two Leavitt machines were installed in 1878 in the New York Post Office each 

using a different dial and using a similar 8-bar oval canceller with a numeral 
"31 " . The Die I reported use is March 26, 1878, to July 22, 1879. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACt. ON THE OTHER 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK, 

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
TYPE B-NY(31) DIE I July 22, 1879 NEW YORK 

This Die I is the latest known use of the Type B-NY(31) and dated July 22, 
1879. One other method of determining the die is with the first "8" in the year. 

For the Die I, the "8" is perpendicular but if it slants to the right, it's Die II. 
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NEW YORK 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878-1882 

TYPE 8-NY(31) DIE II July 12, 1878 NEW YORK 
It is the exception to see a well inked Type 8-NY(31). The Type 8-NY(3 1) 

cancel clearly shows the Die II d ial with the first "8" in "1878" that slants to 
the right. The Die fl was used March 27, 1878, to January 16, 1879. 

Ii' 
WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OT .A 

First National Bank, 

Nunda, 

N. Y. 
TYPE 8-NY(3 1) DIE fl January 16, 1879 NEW YORK 

This Type B-NY(31) cancel is the latest reported use of the Die II. The New 
York cancels are often poorly inked with the figure "31" in the canceller 

difficult to read. 

110 



NEW YO RK 
GROU P B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

.l?t1-i!.tu, J/cnJ~ 
/Pt vu ~ t2lot 

TYPE B-NY(32) DIE II April 8, 1878 NEW YORK 
The "32" in the above 8-bar oval canceller is clear and easily seen in t his 

possibly unique New York Leavitt cancel. The Die II dial in this cancel is the 
same die used in the "31" machine. The only difference being the numeral. 

~,\ y 8 
~, ·-<\' 

• I~ 
' ·1·G ~7 L . f'. - '-

7 :) M 
\ , I -, ., ·Ci 
~. /' 

WRI TE THE ADDRES S ON THIS SIDE-TH E MESSAGE ON THE OTHER 

courtesy of Louis Geschwindner 
TYPE B-NY(33) DIE II August 27, 1878 NEW YORK 

The cancel showing "33" in the 8-bar oval canceller is legible and another 
unique example from the Leavitt machine in New York. There is no plausible 

explanation for two Leavitt machines to use the same "3 1 " identity. 
Machine(s) 3 1 was likely used as machine "32" and "33". 
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NEW YORK 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

..... ......... .................................... .............. NATIONAL BANK, 

TYPE B-NY(31 )-0 November 6, 1880 NEW YORK, N.Y. 
The dial for this Type B-NY(31 )-0 cancel is different from the earlier use in 

1878. The dial shows NEW YORI< curved along the upper rim with N.Y. curved 
along the bottom and a two digit year. There are no needle marks . 

.. --1: 
/: --
;., 

TYPE B-NY(3 1 )-0 April 24, 1881 NEW YORK, N.Y. 
The Type B-NY(31 )-0 experimental cancel is known used in New York on three 

dates; November 6, 1880; April 4, 1881 and April 24, 1881 . This is not a 
typical Leavitt dial but the 8-bar oval canceller is a typical Group 8. 
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NEW YORK 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

NOTHINC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN 6!'. PL.ACED ON THIS SIDE. 

TYPE B-NY(33)-A January 17, 1882 NEW YORK, N.Y. 
The 8-bar oval canceller with a "33" is unique with a dial similar to that used 
in Type B-NY(31 )-0 cancels. The New York office experimented with Leavitt 
machines between 1880 and 1882. This is probably the last Leavitt trial for 

TYPE 

B-NY(31) -
B-NY(31) -
B-NY(32) -
B-NY(33) -
B-NY(31) -
B-NY(31) -
B-NY(33) -

New York. 

SlJMMJ\HY OF 
TYPE B- NE\\' YORK CANCEL<) 

DIE KN0\1\'N USAGE 

I M<irch 26, 1878 - July 22, 1879 
II March 27, 1878 - Janua.iy 16, 1879 
II April 8, 1878 -
II August27, 1878 - - - -
Q November 6, 1880 -
Q April 4, 1881 I April 24, 1881 
A Jamrnry 17, 1882 -

In the major post offices in America, 
including the New York office, numbers were 
assigned to cancelling machines in specific 
work areas. In some large offices, clerks were 
assigned a number for use in va.i·ious functions 
including their use in handsta.mps. 

It is unlikely that "31" is a clerk number 
with two Leavitt machines operating at the 
same time with the same number. It is also 
unlikely that two clerks would be assigned the 
same number "31 ". 
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BOSTON 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1892 

The numbers probably reflect rhe 
assigned work area for each machine as they 
were small, hand operated and portable. This 
is the our only plausible explanation. 

Three constant characteristics help in 
the identification of Leavitl machine cancels 
from a hands tamp 

1. Generally, all Leavitt cancels are 
parallel to the top edge of the 
postal card or the envelope. 

2. Lettering in tlle dial is generally 
lightly inked ..,,,jd1 a clear aJJd 
complete impression. 

Type B-1 
(Dial - Canceller) 

Small Size 
Die Ca 

23.5 mm. 
"MASS" with 
no period. 

I 14 

3. Barred oval cancellers have seven 
or eighl bars, both dial and 
canceller are approximately the 
same height. 

Several cities were supplied with ink 
having a bluish-black hue with their first 
machine but the majority of cities received jet 
black ink with r11eir first Leavitt machine. 

Boston was the first post office to 
receive the new and more conventional 
circular type dial by April 5, 1878. Over the 
next 13 years, Boston used seven different dial 
dies . Three Group B cancels were used in 
Boston over a four year period but only two 
dials were used between April 5, 1878 and 
Febru:u-y 23, 1882. 

Types B-2 - B-3 
(Dial -- Canceller) 

Meclilun Size 
Die Cb 

25.5 mm. 
"MASS." "',jth 

a period. 



BOSTON 
GROUP B- CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SID E-THE MESSAGE ON THE OTHER 

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
TYPE B-1 (0) April 5, 1878 BOSTON, MASS. 

Earliest reported Boston cancel with the new Type B-1 using the Die Ca dial 
with a 7-bar oval canceller . 

.. 
'J-i,t•L, >t;,~._~J ~ r I~~; I 

f~l' 

TYPE B-1(C) April 10, 1878 BOSTON, MASS. 
Early use of the new circular dial in Boston shows the month and day on the 

first line. This style of indicia used in Type B-1 known for three dates in 1878, 
April 5, April 10 and April 19. It is also seen in 1879 and 1880. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE B-1 (0) April 10, 1878 BOSTON, MASS. 
This pair of April 1 0 cancels show the two different positions in which the 

indicia lines can be inserted in the Die Ca dial. Between 1 :30 PM and 6 PM, the 
lines were switched. Usual placement for the time is the f irst line. It is not 

unusual to see service letters "C" or "D" inverted. 

TYPE B-1 (0) February 1, 1879 BOSTON, MASS. 
The card was processed twice due to the facing error. The earliest use of Type 

B-1 is April 5, 1878 and the earliest Type B-2 is August 1, 1879. However 
the Type B-1 was however used sporadically after the B-2 introduction. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP B- CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

l:IJHlOJHl NOJ::>VSS31'1 3Hl-JO IS SIHl NO SS31:100\l 3Hl Hll:!M 

TYPE B-1 (Cl June 25, 1879 BOSTON, MASS. 
The Type 8-1 cancelling die had a small 23.5 mm. dial, designated as Ca, and 
a small seven bar oval canceller measuring 24.5 mm. x 19.0 mm. Service 

letters "C" & "D" were used about equally but the letter's position varies. 

TYPE B-1 (Cl July 31, 1879 BOSTON, MASS. 
This is the latest known use of the Type B-1 cancel prior to introduction of the 
Type B-2 cancels on August 1, 1879. Type B-2 dials show the month and day 

on the first line. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

l 
! 
I 

I. 

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
TYPE B-1 (C) August 12, 1879 BOSTON, MASS. 
This August 12, 1879, cancel shows the time on the first line and scarce use 

in the Type 8-1 dial after July 31 , 1879. Any B-1 cancel after this date is 
scarce. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON rHEOTflEA 

TYPE B-2(C) August 1, 1879 BOSTON, MASS. 
This is the earliest confirmed use of the new Type B-2 cancel for Boston . The 
Type B-2 dial is designated as a Cb die with a 25.5 mm. diameter. Recall the 

Type B-1 dial has a diameter of only 23.5 mm. (2 mm. smaller). 
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BOS'T'ON 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

TYPE B-2(0) August 2, 1879 BOSTON, MASS. 
This Type B-2 cancel is the earliest reported use of a "D" service letter. While 
both "C" and "D" letters are known, "D" is more common than "C". A large 

3 mm. year "79" was used in Type B-2 as seen here but on Type B-1 cancels, 
a smaller 2.5 mm. year dater slug can be seen. 

TE TH.E. AOORESS ON. THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

., 
l 

TYPE B-1 (Cl September 9, 1879 BOSTON, MASS. 
Sporadic use of the Type B-1 cancel after July 31 , 1 879, in Boston suggests 

the new Type B-2 machine could have encountered a mechanical problem and 
was shut down for repairs or that the old machine was kept for occasional use. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878-1 882 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
TYPE B-1 (Cl February 23, 1880 BOSTON, MASS. 
The B-1 cancels reported after July 31, 1879, generally show the time indicia 
Ofli the second line in the dial. Only two examples of B-1 are known with the 

time on the dial's top line; August 12, 1879, and February 23, 1880. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-2(0) April 8, 1880 BOSTON, MASS. 
This Service letter "D" tilts left but it is not unusual to see tilted or inverted 
letters. A keeper was not used to keep the letter upright. In this first period, 

the Type 8-2 were used from August 1, 1879, to April 8, 1880. 
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TYPE B-1 (Cl 

BOSTON 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

June 12, 1880 
courtesy of Robert Patkin 

BOSTON, MASS. 
This cancel has the month and day on the first line. It is also the position for 

all Type B-1 and B-2 cancels in 1880 except for the Type B-1 on the preceding 
page. The Type B-1 can be seen from February 23 to July 8, 1880. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SID E-THEM ESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE B-1 (Cl July 8, 1880 BOSTON, MASS. 
During the eight week period between May 15, 1880, and July 8, 1880, only 

Type B-1 cancels have been reported from Boston. The variety having the 
month and day on the first line is the latest verified Type B-1 copy. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

TYPE B-2(0) July 16, 1880 BOSTON, MASS. 
This Boston cancel with the "80" year is the earliest known use of the Type 

B-2 during the second period after an absence of 15 weeks from a likely 
machine problem. The second period of use was July 16, 1880, to 

December 30, 1880. 

WRITE TH E ADDRESS ON TH I S SIDE-THE MlSSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE B-2(0) November 13, 1880 BOSTON, MASS. 
A small "v" notch shows in the small, curved top bar in the eight barred oval 

canceller. The "v" notch can be found on some cancellers but not all. It is 
possible a pick was inserted in the notch for removing the canceller. 
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TYPE B-2(C) 

BOSTON 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

December 30, 1880 BOSTON, MASS. 
The latest use of the B-2 cancels w ith a two digit year is seen here dated 

December 30, 1 880. After this date, the year date was not required on Leavitt 
cancels. In Boston, the old cancelling die continued without a year date. 

' . . - ., . 
' . d 

WHll l:. Tl1 E ADDRESS ON TH IS SIDE-THEM ESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-3(C) January 5 (1881) BOSTON, MASS. 
The new yearless cancels are designated as the Type B-3. This same 

cancelling die used in Type 8-2 cancels since 1879 was used in Type 8-3 . A 
bar slug replaced the year date in a variety known January 3, 1881 , to 

March 23, 1881 . 
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BOSTON 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OT HER 

TYPE B-3(0) March 23 (1881) BOSTON, MASS. 
This bar slug variety dated March 23, 1881 , is the latest for the Type B-3. 
The bar slug type was originally 8-3s but was eliminated because it w as a 

minor variation. Compare Type 8-2 and 8-3 to verify that there was no change. 

1J1 ,e.. ~)'j/ 
WRITE TH E ADDRESS ON THIS SlOE-TH E MESSACE ON THEOTH°E'R Jiliill~IFJ 

TYPE 8-3(0) March 25 (1881) BOSTON, MASS. 
With the year date no longer required, this March 25, 1881 , is the earliest 

reported use w ith a blank third line and no year. It is designated as a Type 8-3. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP B- CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

- " -- ,. . ..:,vJ ,:.:. c, ~ ,. 

WRI TE THE ADDRESS ON T'il S !HOE-THEM ES SAC[ ON THEO~ · 

.. 
·• 

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
TYPE B-3(C) March 26 ( 1881 l BOSTON, MASS. 

The use of a service letter "C" in Type B-3 cancels are scarce for 1881 and 
t hey are unknown for 1882. This "C" service letter is the earliest reported for 

a Type B-3 . 

TYPE 8-3(0) November 25 (1881) BOSTON, MASS. 
The clear Type 8-3 cancel shows a service letter "D" within the 11.5 mm. 
t hin circular ring. In changing the service letter, a pick could be inserted in 

the "v" notch to remove the 8-bar oval canceller die. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1882 

~--=-- ··-

/o -
( : tr~ ~- r· "-' 

G t- ·;vl 

NOTHINC BUT TH£ ADDRESS CAN 8£ PLACE:O ON THIS SIDE:. 

- :;i 

~ {~4.~C... 

-- ·~ ./~. 
~~ 

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
TYPE B-3(0) February 23 (18821 BOSTON, MASS. 

The designated Type 8-3 cancels with no year date are reported January 4, 
1881, to February 23, 1882. The Type 8-3 cancelling die used the Die Cb 

dial. On March 1, 1882, the dial was installed in the Type C-1 cancelling die. 
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ALBANY 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1881 

TYPE 8-ALB{D) October 25 1879 ALBANY, N.Y. 
Type 8 cancels from Albany have a 25 mm . dial with an 8-bar oval 

canceller measuring 24.5 mm. x 20.5 mm. Service letters "C" and "D" were 
both used in Albany. The "D" service letter seen here is scarcer than "C" . 

WHITE THE AOOREl>S ON THIS SIOl::-THI:: t.USSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-ALB(C) May 29, 1880 ALBANY, N.Y. 
Albany cancels show a "v" notch in the top bar of the eight bar oval 

• canceller. As indicated earlier, possibly the "v" notch was an opening w here a 
pick could be used to remove the canceller to change the service letter. 
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ALBANY 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1881 

·­~ 
, I 

J -·-

courtesy of Robert Pat'~1r1 

TYPE B-ALB(C) February 7 (1881) ALBANY, N.Y. 
The above Albany cancel shows an interesting indicia With the month on the 

first line, day on the second line and time on the third. The two digit year 
date is reported for all Albany cancels except for this type. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MES SAC£ ON THE OTHER 

TYPE B-ALB(C) July 7, 1881 ALBANY, N.Y. 
The majority of Albany cancels have a "9 PM" time that suggests that the time 
was not often changed or postal cards were left for the evening shift to cancel. 

The latest known is seen here. Used from September 4, 1879, to 
July7, 1881. 
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ATLANTA 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1881 

Very few new discoveries have been 
made in the realm of Leavitt machine cancels 
during the past decade. One discovery was a 
unique Boston experimental letter machine 
cancel Type X4-Dial B with pin punctures 
proving it was a new Group X cancel and is 
illustrated in the Group X section on page 
263. 

Thomas Leavitt, Esq. 

A decade ago, numerous testimonial 
letters were discovered that praised the Leavitt 
machines. One major surprise was the 
discovery of this testimonial letter written by 
the Atlanta postmaster in 1879 and quoted 
below:-

"Post Office, Atlanta, Ga. 
September 22d, 1879 

Your Postal Card Postmarking and CaJ1celliug Machine placed in this Office, has 
given entire sarjsfaction. For the larger ollices, I think it indispensable. I trust you will 
be able to make such an arr;.ingerncnr with the Post Ollice Dep<utment, as wi:: 
compensate you for so valuable <Ill invention an<l which must prove such a 
labor-saving instrument in the postal service of the nation. 

Reproduced here is a card illustrating the 
Atlanta cancel from tl1e Leavitt postal C<u-d 

Benj. Conley, Postmaster" 

machine referred to in tl1e letter. 

TYPE 8-(C) February 5 ( 1881) ATLANTA, GA. 
This Atlanta cancel is unique and recently discovered. The postmaster's 

September 22, 1879, testimonial letter combined with the date of this card 
suggests 16 months use. The ink used in the Atlanta cancel has a bluish cast. 
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BALTIMORE 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1882 

WRITE THE ADDRESS 01:1 THIS S I OE-TH E MESSACC ON THE OTHER 

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
TYPE B-BAL T(O) March 1, 1879 BAL Tl MORE, MD. 

Earliest known use of the Leavitt machine in Baltimore is March 1, 1879. The 
Type B cancel has a small 23.5 mm dial with a small 25 x 20 mm. eight­

bar oval canceller. Baltimore cancels are seen only with a "D" service letter. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON TH I ::; SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE B-BALT{D) October 2. 1879 BALTIMORE, MD. 
This example of the Baltimore cancel shows the ink to have a bluish cast and 
is observed in several periods in 1879 - 1880. Note the inverted "D" service 

letter. 

130 



BALTIMORE 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879- 1882 

TYPE B-BALT(D) January 9, 1880 BALTIMORE, MD. 
Type B cancels from Baltimore are known using several forms of year dates, 

a four digit date in 1879, a two digit date in 1880 and 1881 and no year date 
in 1882. 

r .- ~ t · r • • I ' t ~ 
9 ~ " !\;' ,. . ' 

' , _ · ~ l 
. ...._ ,,,,,. 

WAITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE M lSSAC E: ON THE OTHER -

f • 
I 
l ~ . 

I \\ 
I \/IJ 

{j 
I 

... 

TYPE B-BALT(D) February 5, 1 881 BAL Tl MORE, MD. 
The majority of Baltimore cancels reported between the mid-1 880' s and April 

15, 1882, are poorly inked. Cancels known from 1881 showing a two digit 
year date are scarce. Type B cancels are known from March 1, 1879, to 

April 15, 1882. 
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BALTIMORE 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1882 

... ......._ 
WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESS ACE ON TH£ OTHER 

TYPE B-BALT(D) March 25 (1882) BALTIMORE, MD. 
Two digit year dated cancels have not been reported in 1882 and generally, 

impressions are very lightly inked. Errors during the procedure of facing 
postal cards w as the reason for cancels to be in this inverted position. 

. ·-t; ........ 
; '.W 

MOftj llfC. BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BE: PV.CED ON THIS SIDE. 

TYPE B-BALT(D) April 15 (1882) BALTIMORE, MD. 
This is the latest known use of the Type B cancel from Baltimore. During its 
use in late 188 1 and early 1882, the experimental Leavitt letter machine was 

also being used. The new Type C cancels were used by May 18, 1882. 
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BROOKLYN 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1881 

The testimonial leuer below gives a 
glowing report on the Leaviu machine installed 
on trial in July 1879 in the Brooklyn Post 
Office. It is doubtful that Postmaster McLeer's 
request to purchase the small, hand powered 
machine was fulfilled. 

While the postmaster reports that his 
machine was received in July, the earliest 
reported cancel is August 6, 1879. (as seen 
here) 

"POST O FFICE, BROOKLYN, N.Y. 
November 2Pt, 1879 

In the month of July last, Mr. Thomas Leavilt placed one of his Postmarking and 
Cancelling Ma.chines in tllis Office for trial. IL has been in constant use ever since, and 
has proved itself a ve1y useful adjunct to 011r se1vice, enabling us many times to get out 
Postal Canls with much greater pro111p1ness lhaH would have been possible by the 
hand process. The Machine has rem:iined in good order du1ing the whole time, 
seems simple in its construction, and likely to rcm;iin serviceable for a long time. I 
have asked for permission to purchase this Machine fo r the permanent use of the 
Office. 

Si~p 1 ed) J :irnes McLeer, Postmaster" 

courtesy of Joe McDonough 
TYPE B-BRK(D) August 6, 1879 BROOKLYN, N.Y. 
While the postmaster's letter indicates the new Leavitt machine was received 
in July, the earliest known cancel from Brooklyn is August 6, 1879. The latest 
reported use is June 24, 1881. Note that t his canceller shows the "v" notch. 
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BROOKLYN 
GROUP B-CANCELS 

1879 - 1881 

TYPE 8-BRK(C) May 15, 1880 BROOKLYN, N .Y. 
Brooklyn cancels with the service letter "C" have now been reported with at 
least five copies known in 1880. The machine was used for 22 months but 

cancels are not common. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE B-BRK(O) February 16, 1881 BROOKLYN, N.Y. 
The Brooklyn cancelling die in the Leavitt machine used a 25.0 mm. dial and a 

24.5 mm. x 20.5 mm. 8-bar oval canceller with a "v" notch. All reported 
Brooklyn cancels known used between 1879 and 1881 have a two digit year. 
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BUFFALO 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1892 

/)U/ 
TYPE 8-BUF( l October 23, 1879 BUFFALO, N.Y. 

The October 23, 1879, cancel is the earliest use of the new machine. On 
some early cancels, the canceller does not always print completely. It is typical 

for service letters to be illegible or non-existent in 1879 and 1880. 

~,,--~~~ 
~-Perr/Yr-

~-
TYPE B-BUF( ) September 6, 1880 BUFFALO, N.Y. 

Buffalo cancels from the Leavitt machine are reported used from October 
23, 1879, to February 4 , 1892. By late 1880, the complete canceller prints but 

copies appear with the inner 11 mm. ring and service letter missing. 
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BUFFALO 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1892 

NOTHINC BUT iHE ADDRESS CAN BE PLACED ON THIS s1or.. 

TYPE B-BUF(C) March 13, 1883 BUFFALO, N.Y. 
Buffalo cancels in 1879 and 1880 are seen with two digit year dates; no year 
dates are known fo r 1881 and 1882; year dates appear in 1 883 to 1885 and 
1887; no year dates for 1886 and 1888 to 1892. No year on some in 1884 

to 1887. 

llnHINC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BE PLACED ON THIS SI OE. 

TYPE B-BUF(D) August 4, 1885 BUFFALO, N.Y. 
The Buffalo cancelling die has a 25 mm. dial with an 8-bar oval canceller 

measuring 24.5 x 20.5 mm. A "v" notch is cut in the top bar. The service 
letter "C" is known by early 1881. Not until August 4, 1885, is the "D" seen. 
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BUFFALO 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1892 

••.i:· ···· -
-.!(..: ~)-..... \ . . -·, ~ .. -
~- -

TYPE B-BUF(C) (April) 18 (1888) BUFFALO, N.Y. 
The Buffalo cancel shows several errors in the indicia with 7 PM time on the 

first line and not on the second line. On the second indicia line, APRIL does not 
print and only day "18" printed. The two lines were reversed. 

NOTH INC BU-T THE AD DRESS TO BE 0 -N TH I S SIOL 

~ · ,. ... ·-·- ' · ... . ..... 
EE Woodford 

Knowlesville, NY 

TYPE B-BUF(D) June (29, 1891) BUFFALO, N.Y. 
As with this example, the Buffalo cancels appear to show an inking problem by 

1 889. This condition seems to gradually worsen to a point where cancels 
appear to be ink starved. Only a portion of the dial is seen by June 1891 . This 

copy shows only JUN and a 10 PM time. 
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BUFFALO 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1892 

~c ~( m~~~-- · 
..... 

~F__.,e_~~---~~ 

TYPE B-BUF(D) August 7 (1891) BUFFALO, N.Y. 
We believe in an attempt to correct the inking problem the clerk transposed the 

dial and canceller dies. This unusual Leavitt type is known for two days, 
August 6, and 7, 1891 , with three copies known. 

TYPE B-BUFFALO (September) 15 (1891) BUFFALO, N.Y. 
In addition to the transposed die cancels, this unusual cancel shows a dial only 

with the canceller die removed by at least September 1891. The cancel was 
used in this condition for six months. Latest known is February 4, 1892. 

138 



CHICAGO 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 

I~ 

· ._/ !. \..._;/ 
WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESS ACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE B-CHl(2) June 13, 1879 CHICAGO, ILL. 
This cancelling die was composed of a 24 mm. dial and an 8-barred canceller 
measuring 25 x 21 mm. A numeral "2" was used in place of a service letter. 

Three other cities had numbers; Boston, New York and Philadelphia. 

TYPE B-CHl(2) November 6, 1879 CHICAGO, ILL. 
The Chicago machine was used briefly for five months. The correct use is June 

10, 1879, to November 7 , 1879. A previous listing of use in 1880 was 
erroneous. Complete and well inked examples are very scarce like this late use. 
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CINCINNATI 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-TH E MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE B-CIN(D) June 12, 1879 CINCINNATI, 0. 
A dull bluish to bluish-black shade of ink was used on the Cincinnati cancel 

during its brief tenure of six months. Reported used between June 10, 1879, 
and December 8, 1879. To date, only the service letter "D" has been recorded. 

~,~c 8 
I t-1 IVi 
7S . o . . 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON TH I S SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THEOTttf~ 

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
TYPE B-CIN(D) December 8, 1879 CINCINNATI, 0. 

Cancelling die for Cincinnat i used a small , 24 mm. dial with the canceller 
measuring 25 mm. x 20 mm . A bar slug replacing the year is listed in the 1985 
Catalog (Stratton) but it needs verification. Bar slugs were mainly used early in 

t he year w hen the new year date had not been received in time .. 
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CLEVELAND 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1885 

'·'> 
WRITE TH E ADDRESS ON THIS SIOE-THE MESSACE ON THE. 

f ·Z? (? x " (/1 q) ~~ 
/~{(Y 

TYPE B-CLV(O) October 28, 1879 CLEVELAND, 0. 
The earliest use in Cleveland is dated October 28, 1879, and the latest known 

in the first period is July 13, 1880. Machine shut-down was probably from 
mechanical failure . This service letter "D" is unique from Cleveland. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON TH IS S i DE - THE M ESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE B-CLV(C) July 13, 1880 CLEVELAND, 0. 
Cleveland cancels are seen in two periods, 1 879 to 1 880 and again from 1884 
to 1885. This July 13, 1880, cancel is the latest known use in the f irst period. 

There have been no Cleveland cancels seen for 1881, 1882 or 1883. 
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CLEVELAND 
GROUP B- CANCELS 

1879 - 1885 

TYPE B-CLV(C) December 5 (1884) CLEVf:LAND, 0. 
The Type B cancels from Cleveland have a 24.5 mm. dial with a 24.5 x 20.5 
mm. canceller with a "v" notch. Again, by November 5, 1884, the Cleveland 

machine is cancelling cards . No year dated cancels are known for this second 
period. 

NOTHINC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BE PLACED ON THIS SIDE.. 

TYPE B-CLV(C) May 23 (1885) CLEVELAND, 0. 
After a long unexplained absence of four years, the machine was operating 

again in the Cleveland Post Office. The "C" is the only service letter known in 
the second period. This May 23, 1885, use is the latest known for Cleveland. 
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DAYTON 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1880 - 1891 

NOTH INC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BE Pl.ACCO ON THIS SIOl. 

TYPE 8-DA Y(D) September 25 ( 1884) DAYTON, OHIO 
The Dayton cancelling die incorporated a 23.5 mm. dial with a 24.5 mm. x 
20.0 mm. 8-bar oval canceller. Known used between July 10, 1880, and 

February 20, 1891 . During this 1 0 % year period, no year dated cancels are 
reported. 

TYPE 8-DAY(D) February 20 (1891) DAYTON, OHIO 
The latest use of the Leavitt machine in Dayton is seen dated February 20, 

1891 . It is not uncommon to see an inverted service letter. The cancels from 
Dayton are very common. 
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TYPE 8-DA Y(C) 

DAYTON 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1880 - 1891 

,,,,,-- · - ·· -· .... 

--=z 

...... , 

• 'PH.1.9 31'..l NO 3:>VSSlW 3Hl-301S SIHl NO SSJllOOV 3Hl 3111:1.ir. 

December 13 ( 1880) DAYTON, OHIO 
The only post office to use a Leavitt machine to cancel their outgoing and mark 

their incoming cards was Dayton. These inbound postal cards received an 
inverted marking on its front. Canceller's top bar shows no "v" notch. 

TYPE 8-DA Y(D) 

-
~'[)\·:·~ wr:\J::!)_ · .. -·---

HJ. NO 3 :>vSSl W 3 H.L-301S SUU NO SSlllOOV lH.L l.l.llUl 

June 23 (1881) DAYTON, OHIO 
Several inbound times are noted on cards with receiving marks into Dayton. 

The majority of these known markings have a " 7 AM " t ime as seen here. The 
marking on this page shows the "D" service letter. 
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DETROIT 
GROUP B-CANCELS 

1879 - 1886 

TYPE B-DET(D) November 3, 1879 DETROIT, MICH . 
Postmaster Codd's December 26, 1879, testimonial letter says his Leavitt 
machine had been in use some eight weeks (installed late October). This 

November 3, 1879, cancel is the earliest known and was used until 
November 15, 1886. 

@~-~-
#e~: 
~~ 

TYPE B-DET(D) October 10, 1881 DETROIT, MICH. 
The cancels have a 24.0 mm. dial and combined w ith an 8-barred oval 
canceller measuring 24.5 x 20.5 mm. A "v" notch is cut in the top bar. 

Cancels have a two digit year date for 1879 to 1883 but no year dates for 
1884 to 1886. 
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DETROIT 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1886 

NOTH INC BUT THC ADDRESS CAN 8£ P~t:O tll'I IHIS SIDE. 

~ ." ,J ~'/ r- pr{_;< / 

Ou-~ t?,...<.h~ 

TYPE 8-DET(DI January 2 (18841 DETROIT, MICH. 
Sometime in January 1884, the Leavitt machine probably suffered mechanical 
problems. Cancels reappear in 1 886 but the machine was used very sparingly. 

Early January 1 884 cancels show the old (83) year date slug reversed so it 
printed a bar. Only service letter "D" reported. 

TYPE B-DET(D} January 23 (1886} DETROIT, MICH. 
No Detroit cancels known after January 1884 and for all of 1885. A new 
or repaired machine was installed in January 1886 with sporadic use until 

November 15th. All 1886 dials show the three line indicia; month I day I time. 
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HARTFORD 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1883 - 1889 

µ,J/V(, I JI. c~ ~ C/"lA_/ • 

l'" ~"~ 
&~ 

TYPE 8-HART(D) February 18 (1883) HARTFORD, CT. 
The cancelling die in this machine had a 25.0 mm. dial and a 24 x 19.5 mm. 

canceller with no "v" notch. Service letters "C" and "D" were used in the 
Hartford machine. This February 18 cancel shows the second day of use. 

TYPE 8-HART(C) July 2 (1883) HARTFORD, CT. 
The majority of Hartford cancels overlap the top edge of the card . An 

adjustment to the Leavitt machine was necessary to prevent this overlapping 
from occurring. Hartford cancels that do not overlap are rarely seen. 
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TYPE B-HART(Cl 

HARTFORD 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1883 - 1889 

December 31 (1885) HARTFORD, CT. 
The Hartford cancels are generally well inked and show unusual clarity 

eG.ropared with other cities Leavitts. The majority of known examples have the 
service letter "C". Several of the cancels are reported showing a 

bluish-black ink. 

TYPE B-HART(Cl December 2 (1889) HARTFORD, CT. 
The latest reported example from the Hartford machine is this December 

2, 1889, cancel. The machine saw daily use for 6 Yz years. Cancels were in use 
February 17, 1883, to December 2, 1889. 
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IND IANAPOLIS 
GROUP B- CANCELS 

1879 - 1892 

TYPE B-IND(C) August 1, 1879 INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
The Leavitt machine used two dies in Indianapolis. On June 30, 1879, the 

machine was installed with a 25 mm. dial and a 24.5 mm x 20.5 mm. 8-bar 
oval canceller. The cancel shows a European style date reading 1 AUG. 

TYPE 8-IND(C) March 15, 1881 INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
The smaller Die I dial (25.0 mm.) with a two digit year date is known from 
1879 to 1881. Service letters "C" and "D" were both known in the Die I 

cancels. This cancel has the "C" lying on its left side. 

149 



INDIANAPOLIS 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1892 

.. f\' D 
~--=·-,.~ 

tlOTHl"C BUT THE ADDRF.SS CAN BE PLACLD ON THIS SIDE. 

TYPE B-IND(D) May 22 (1884) 
courtesy of Robert Patkin 

INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
The Die I cancels used from 1 882 to 1 884 have a small mark "." where the 
two digit year date is normally seen. This May 22, 1884, cancel is the latest 

reported use of Die I. This dial was used in Type CT cancels in 1886. 

NOTHING BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BE PLACED ON TH!S SIDE.. 

TYPE 8-IND(D 

·~ - ··/ ' ,~) I D.f {I· ·/. / / 

October 16, 1884 

/ ; .. · / _, I, 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 

For the next 4 % months, subsequent to about May 22,there appears to have 
been no Leavitt machine operating in Indianapolis . The new Die II cancelling die 

first appears on October 7, 1884 with a new 26.0 mm. dial and a two digit 
"84" year date. 
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TYPE 8-IND(C) 

INDIANAPOLIS 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1892 

October 28 (1885) INDIANAPOUS, IND. 
This new Indianapolis Die II canceller die was larger than the Die I. The 25.0 x 
20.5 mm. canceller had no "v" notch in the top bar. Both service letters "C" 

and "D" were used. Die II cancels are reported from October 7, 1884, to 
September 1, 1892. 

H.Ernc::t JTnowlc.c:~ Acot.932 
C1an~pello, Mass. 

TYPE 8-IND(D) May (5 , 1892) INDIANAPOUS, IND. 
The indicia in Indianapolis dials are interesting as no year dates are shown after 
1884; and no time after 1887. Only the month appears after 1889, with a few 
dials showing a bar slug. The indicia in this Die II dial has only a "May" slug. 
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KANSAS CITY 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1880 - 1888 

WRITE THE ADOR!AS . .PN T.IUS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE O_THER 

., 

tl;f;~~.....c.-;.,,. ~,r () 

~~ 
TYPE 8-KC(C) December 1 (1880) KANSAS CITY, MO. 

The Leavitt machine was installed in Kansas City later than other cities and 
may have been a transfer and not a new machine. The earliest use is the 

December 1, 1880, seen above. Both service letters "C" and "D" are known. 

NOTH INC BUT THE AOORESS CAN BE: PLACED ON THIS SIOt. 

TYPE B-KC(O) August 8 (1883) KANSAS CITY, MO. 
The Leavitt machine experienced inking problem briefly in Kansas City in 1883 
and 1888. The cancels show only the top two-thirds . A similar ribbon problem 

seen for other cities . Bluish-black ink has been noted for 1883 and 1884. 

152 



KANSAS CITY 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1880 - 1888 

NOTHINC BUT THC ADDRESS CAN BE: PL.A.:;(D ON lHIS ~IDE: 

Type 8-KC(C) April 22 (1885) KANSAS CITY, MO. 
The Kansas City cancelling die used a combination of a 24 mm. dial and a 24.5 
mm. x 19.5 8-bar oval canceller with no "v" notch. There have been no reports 

of any year dated cancels. Kansas City cancels are rated uncommon. 

Type 8-KC(-) March (15, 1888) KANSAS CITY, MO. 
Note the odd dial in this Kansas City cancel. An inked appearing spacer bar has 

an unusual location above the month "MAR" and a lost day (15) slug or 
omitted slug. Cancels are known from December 1, 1880, to April 24, 1888. 
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LOUISVILL Y 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879-1880 

WRITE THE AOORESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSAGE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE B-LOU(Dl August 22, 1879 LOUISVILLE, KY. 
The cancel shows early use for the Leavitt machine in Louisville . To date, only 
the service letter "D" seen for this city. Period of use for this city is between 

July 15, 1879, and November 6, 1880, or a brief 16 months. 

TYPE 8-LOU(D) November 6, 1880 LOUISVILLE, KY. 
The cancelling die for Louisville used a small 23.5 mm. dial and an 8-bar 

oval canceller measuring 25 mm. x 21 mm. Generally, the majority of 
reported cancels are lightly struck. All cancels show a two digit year date. 
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NASHVILLE 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1885 

TYPE B-NSH(Dl July 31, 1879 NASHVILLE, TENN. 
The Type B cancelling die for Nashville used a 24.0 mm. dial with an 8-bar 

oval canceller measuring 25.0 mm. x 21 mm. The above July 31, 1879, cancel 
is the earliest known. The only service letter reported to date is "D". 

TYPE 8-NSH(D) March 22, 1881 NASHVILLE, TENN. 
Nashville cancels have a bluish shade of ink for 1881 . The year dated cancels 
are known from July 31, 1879. to January 31, 1883. Year dated 80's have a 

major defect as described on the July 23, 1882 card on the next page. 
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NASHVILLE 
GROUP B- CANCELS 

1879 - 1885 

NOTHING BUT TH ( ADORESS CAN Bl: PLACED Otl THIS SIDE. 

TYPE 8-NSH{O) July 23, 1882 NASHVILLE, TENN. 
A defective two digit year dated slug was used in 1 880 and through January 

1883. The original "80" year shows a normal "8" but the "O" has major 
damage to its right side and appears as "BC". 

NOTHINC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN B!: PLACED ON THIS SIDE. 

TYPE 8-NSH{D) January 31, 1883 NASHVILLE, TENN . 
This is the latest use of the defective year dated slug appearing as "8C". 

Shortly thereafter, the year date is removed and the die was used with no date 
from February 1883 until March 30, 1885, which is the latest known. Note 

the day slug "31 " is inverted. 
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NEWARK 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1880 -1891 

~~~:i'·~ . · ·~ 

T I ·.~ 
f' M 

N.J/ 
WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SllH-THE MESSACE ON THEOTHEA 

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
TYPE B-NRl<(C) October 1 (1880) NEWARK, N.J. 

The earliest Leavitt cancel known from Newark is dated October 1, 1880. 
The die had a combination of a 24.0 mm. dial and a 24.5 x 20.0 mm canceller. 

No "v" notch in the top bar. Known used October 1, 1880, to 
December 28, 1891. 

.AC.~ 
..me..~ 

..,,.. . · ·~~ ,#::.. '\ 
~~~=;,-~ •: .· c 

............... ~. As 

NOTHING eui: THE ADDRESS TO Bt ON THIS t . 

a-~. ~ 
c&~~ 

~£<::! 
TYPE 8-NRK(C) May 29 (18881 NEWARK, N.J. 

The lower third of this Leavitt cancel is missing and only the top two-thirds 
prints. An inking problem with the ribbon is known from March to September 

1885 and from March to July 1888. No year dated cancels have been reported 
from this city. 
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NEWARK 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1880 - 1891 

TYPE 8-NRK(C) December 14 (1889) NEWARK, N.J. 
Unlike this well inked example, the majority of Newark Leavitt cancels 

appear to be ink starved. To date, the only service letter reported has been 
the "C". Bars in the canceller are thick, much thicker than most cities. 

F. JOHNSON & CO., 
Teas, &c., 

NEWARK, 
New Jersey. 

,;. 

TYPE 8-NRK(C) December 28 (1891) NEWARK, N.J. 
Newark's Leavitt machine was used extensively for over 11 years. This 

December 28, 1891, cancel is the latest use for Newark. Its Leavitt 
cancels are rated as common. 
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NEW ORLEANS 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879-1880 

Earlier in this study, we quoted a 
testimonial letter to Thomas Leavitt from the 
Atlanta Postmaster in which he st.ates that ... 
"For the larger offices, I tl1ink it indispensable." 

Another testimonial letter from the 
New Orleans Postmaster is quoted here in 

full.. This is one of many postmaster letters 
that give a glov.i ng report on the recently 
acquired Leavitt machines placed in their 
office for trial. We have quoted from 27 
postmasters and post office officials. 

"Post Office, New Orleans, La. 
December 61

1i, 1879 

I take pleas me iu stating rhat the Leavitt Postal Card Postmarking ;md Cancelling 
Machine placed in this OJlice five months ago, has worked satisfactorily in every 
respect, and is now in good condition. 
It seems to accomplish all that is claimed for ir and is a desirable acquisition to a 
post office where a large amount of business is transacted. 

\iV. L. M cMILLEN , 
Postmaster" 

WRITE THE ADDRESS.ON THIS SI 0£-TH £ M ESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-NO(D) December 6, 1879 NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
During the ten months that the Leavitt machine was used in New Orleans, 

two different dials were used. Apparently, major damage was suffered to the 
original and a new dial was ordered. This cancel shows a date of "Dec 6 I 8 

PM I 79" , the same day the testimonial letter quoted above was written. 
Another interesting point, the cancel is in bluish-black ink. 
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NEW OH.LEANS 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1880 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS S IDE-TH IL. MESSAGE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-NO!Cl January 12 (1880) NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
Two dials were used in this Leavitt machine. The Die I dial above has a 23.5 

mm. diameter in combination w ith a 25.0 x 20.5 mm. canceller. Die I was 
used from July 14, 1879, to January 12, 1880. Latest use of Die I is 

shown here. 

TYPE B-NO!Cl May 11 , 1880 NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
The Die II cancelling die continued using the previous 8-bar canceller but 

added a new and larger 25 mm. dial. Seen only with service letter "C" . Die II 
cancels used April 24, 1880, to May 11 , 1880. This is the latest known. 
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NORWALK 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1883 - 1888 

NOTHINC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BE PU\C(O ON THIS SIDE.. 

E. B. Hale, &. Co. , 

Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

TYPE B-NOR(D) October 6, 1883 NORWALK, OHIO 
Norwalk's 13 horizontal bar canceller has a center die space unlike all 

other Group B cancels. It is similar to cancellers seen in Group D. It has a 
22.0 mm. bar height w ith a length of 26.0 mm. Some cancels 

overlap the top edge. 

NOTH INC BUT 1H E AOC h~ : ·:: C.·\N ldE l'LAGCD C:'I THIS ~,fl)(. 

TYPE B-NOR(D) February 19 (1884) NORWALK, OHIO 
The Norwalk cancelling die used a 25.0 mm. dial with 13 horizontal bars. 
Known only with a "D" service letter. A 11 mm. die space was cut in the 

center seven bars for the service letter. A bar slug was used for the year date . 
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TYPE B-NOR(O) 

NORWALK 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1883 - 1888 

March 1 ( 1 886) 
courtesy of Bart Billings 

NORWALK, OHIO 
A two digit year date is known for 1883 and a bar slug was used in 1 884 as 
shown above. Since the 1 985 catalog several new discoveries are known; an 

April 24, 1 885, a March 1, 1 886, and a January 25, 1888, cancel. 

./ ·' . ·· i ~ ; " ' ... · ~ 

...... -----­,.-.-...-............ ~...=. ... ~ .. ~ 

----· 

t --· 
) 

./ 

TYPE B-NOR(O) January 25 (1888) NORWALK, OHIO 
A newly discovered January 25, 1888, cancel extends the use for Norwalk 

cancels by two years. The three new Norwalk cancels extend the period used 
from 1 884 to 1888. The periods of no use are probably due to mechanical 

problems. 
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PHILADELPHIA 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1887 

' . ... , 
·. '~""~· 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIOE-THE MESSA.C°'E-Qf!)_~,.,.11RER 

B . C . Kauff:man. 

Colu:mbia. 

PA. 

TYPE 8-PHL(D) August 25, 1879 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
The Philadelphia machine used two dials. Die I has a small 23.5 mm. dial with 

a 25.0 x 21.0 mm. 8-bar oval canceller. The period of use for the Die I is 
June 6, 1879, to November 11, 1879. 

4-7~ 
~~ 

~ ~ 
~~~~~ 
~-7~~-/i/ 

~ 
TYPE 8-PHL(D) November 3, 1879 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

A clerk's error during the facing procedure caused the Die I cancel to be 
cancelled on the reverse side. This error shows a clear and complete 

impression of a Die I. Only service letter "D" is known for the Die I cancels. 
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PHILADELPHIA 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1887 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSAC~ ON THEOTH~ 

........ ,. 

TYPE B-PHL(D) December 2, 1879 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
Earliest use of the new Die II cancelling die is shown above. The larger 25.0 

mm. dial was installed and used with a new 24.5 x 20.5 mm. 8-bar oval 
canceller. In Die II cancels, only service letter "D" has been seen. 

-

NOTH INC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BE PLACED ON THIS SIDE. 

courtesy of Joe McDonough 
TYPE B-PHL(D) December 5, 1882 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

The Die II cancelling die was in use for three years, from December 2, 1879, 
to December 5, 1882. The two digit year date was used throughout 

1879 but only the sporadic use of the year date has been reported from 1880 
through 1882. 
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PHILADELPHIA 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1887 

TYPE B-PHL(3) January 7, 1880 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
The earlier Die I cancelling die was placed in service again by November 

21, 1879. The only difference between Type B-PHL(3) and Type 8-PHL(D) 
cancelling dies is the "D" service letter removal and the numeral "3" insertion. 

NOTHlllC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BE PLACED OH THIS SIDE. 

TYPE B-PHL(3) October 11 , 1882 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
The cancel clearly shows an earlier Die I but with the new "3" replacing the 

earlier D service letter in Die I. Year dates are known between 1879 and 
1881 but no year dates are seen from 1882 to 1888. This cancel is clear and 

well inked. 
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PHILADELPHIA 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1887 

TYPE 8-PHL(3) September 11 (1883) PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
The cancels on this card both have the same "8 PM" time and date. The 
Wesson (TOB) handstamp touches only the bottom portion of the stamp 

imprint. Moments later the clerk probably felt the card needed the 
Leavitt cancel. 

courtesy of Gilbert Levere 
TYPE B-PHL(3) September 23, 1887 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

The Type B-PHL(3) cancels do exist for 1887. Currently, dates are known 
from September 23 to November 3, 1887. The brief use of the Philadelphia 

machine in 1887 suggests a mechanical problem. 
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PHILADELPHIA 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1887 

A panel of three Philadelphia citizens 
were on a Bicentennial committee formed in 
1882 to commemorate the 200th Anniversruy 
of William Penn's landing in America. He had 
sailed from England on September 5, 1682, 
with 100 emigrants and landed at New Castle, 
Delaware on October 24, 1682. From there 
Penn and the colonists proceeded on to 
Upland, Pennsylvania. 

A special, semi-official card (page 
168) was issued beru·ing a stamp-like portrait of 
W illiam Penn and a large likeness of a post 
rider carrying the mails in colonial times. T he 
card also honors H enry Waddy, first 
Postmaster for Philadelphia. (not Waldy <L<> 

printed) 

On the reverse is ru1 ill ustrated 
likeness of ru1 1882 steam locomotive and mail 
car with the names of the committee members 
for this gaJa. event. T he nrune of the incumbent 
Philadelphia Postmaster Henry S. Huidekoper 
is inscribed on the ribbon similar to that on the 
1881 issue postal cru·ds. 

The face of tl1e card has a 
Philadelphia cancel, a Leavitt dial dated 
October 24, 1882, the same month and day 
that WiJlian1 Penn landed in America two 
hundred years earlier. 
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A special semi-official card was also 
issued at Philadelphia in 1887. It 
commemorated 100 years of progress in the 
U.S. Postal Department. 

O ne hundred years earlier, a 
convention was held at Philadelphia. from May 
29tl1 to September 17, 1787. to revise the 
Articles of Confederation. 

The previously used plates engraved 
for the semi-officiaJ cards of 1882 were used 
again with several revisions. They continued to 
picture tl1e post rider and the early steam 
locomotive with a mail car. The re-engraved 
plates now honored the Philadelphia. born 
Postmaster General Ebenezer Hazard. They 
listed the 1787 post office statistics, comparing 
them witl1 srune statistics 100 years later. 

The face of the card shows a 
Philadelphia cancel, a Leavitt dial dated 
September 15, 1887, without the canceller die 
(page 169). 

On this date, one hundred years 
eru·lier, 55 delegates were getting ready to 
adjourn from the historic 1787 Articles of 
Conf edera.tio n Convent.ion held 111 

Philadelphia. 



HENRY WALDY,P.M. 
of Tekonay. nowTacony: 

U. • .r. WU'-LU OU 

PHILADELPHIA 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1887 

Face of special 1882 semi-official card 

J .T.BINGHAM, Ass!P.M. 

W.B.MADARA,SuPro,mrRv. 

E.W.ALEXANDER , SUP! MAILS . 

Reverse of 1882 card. 
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PHILADELPHIA 
GROUP B - CANCE~ 

1879 - 1887 

UNITEO ITATtl POIT OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 

- 1787.- MaU 

Poatmuter GeoeraJ, 

EBENEZER HAZARD. 

"' t r-,, .. 
N11ftl1Mr ot ..... 0111Mt, JS. 
Numhr of P ... t ... t.,. .,.d ClerU. 17$. 
NuW1bar of Lttkt C.rrlt.., No ... I •-r~"-· ll•t•re4 Lttters, Nooe. 

1887 Commemorative card. 

UltlTED STATES POST OFFICE DEPABT•ENT. 
-188'7.-

Poatmaster Qeneral, 

. .. l , .. ~ 

WILLIAM F. VILAS 
Moll TnnlpOl't.tlOll now.- . . . ;,. . 

,, .~: C'·i.~ .;J ·-;l;tfili~./ . ;~t 

, • . ' ' ' '1- : ' ' ... le • • ... .;.i,., .,;.;tClfliM~, ss;1s7:'"; .. .., , .~.-,. .. ; "" ~'' . 
Nuftlber of Poetmatten alld Cl•rb, $3,087. 
Number ofl•tt•• Curiare, S,707. 
M .. ., Or4are, l,ltO,JOI, AM.uet, $115,&35,121.11 • 
. Reetet."d l•tt•n ... Paroale, IJ,3tS,02t. 

. .. . 

J.eUen, ••w1papera, le., aTeraie ·b&n41e4 dallJ at PJdladelpla~ P11 •• 1.001,nu 
J,M,CA"'-

Reverse of 1887 card 
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PHU . .AD ELPHIA 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1887 

U"ITED STATl:S POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 

-1787.-

. .,, ·, [-' .·· 

PO.tmuter Oeaenal, 

EBENEZER HAZARD. 

N•mber of P09t 01floee, 75. . 
Nv111ber of Po1tmot1ers end Clerld, 175. 
Mv.•kr of Lotter Carrion, Noao. I 

Mo11ey·Order1, None. 
Registered lettere, None. 

.. .... , 

TYPE B-PHL(3) September 15, 1887 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
This 1887 Commemorative card shows the complete cancel with a 1 PM 

time dated September 15, 1887. Note the 8-bar oval canceller with a numeral 
3. The dial only (Sept. 15) 1887 Commemorative card has a 2 PM time. 
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PHILADELPHIA 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1887 

TYPE B-PHL(3) October 21 (1888) PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
This Leavitt cancel is the latest reported use of the Type 8-PHL(3) and 

the use of the Philadelphia machine. In use almost nine years, the die shows 
considerable amount of wear. Used from November 21 , 1879, to October 

21 , 1888. 

llOTHINC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BE: PLACED ON THIS SIDE.. 

TYPE 8-PHL(O) June 10 (1885) PHIL' A, PA. I STA.B 
The Station B cancels have a large 26.5 mm. dial with an 8-bar canceller 

measuring 24.5 mm. x 20.5 mm. Used between April 18, 1885, and January 
2, 1886. No reported year dated cancels. Only service letter "D" is known . 
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PHILADELPHIA 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1878 - 1892 

TYPE 8-PHL(D) June 24 (1885) PHIL'A,PA. I STA.8 
The Leavitt machine was used in Station 8 briefly for 8 % months. It was the 

only station using a Leavitt machine. Late use implies a machine was 
t ransferred to Station 8. The stat ion cancels are ext remely rare. 
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PI'I!SBURGH 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1880 

. ~. 

r". 
courtesy of Gilbert Levere 

TYPE B-PBGH(D) October 30, 1879 PITTSBURGH, PA. 
The Type B cancelling die from Pittsburgh shows a large 26.0 mm. dial 

combined with a 24.5 x 20.5 mm. 8-bar oval canceller. Earliest known use 
of a Leavitt cancel from Pittsburgh and a "D" service letter is seen here. 

-:-r ' - ··-) IYI 
79 

·," PA . 
HRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS S IDE-THE MESSACE ON THE orlic 

TYPE B-PBGH(C) December 1, 1879 PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Both service letters "C" and "D" are known but only a single specimen of a 

"D" has been seen. The machine is reported in use from October 30, 1879, to 
June 23, 1880. Specimens of this cancel have been rated as very rare. 
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PI'T'TSBURGH 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1880 

TYPE 8-PBGHH June -, 1880 PITTSBURGH, PA. 
This poorly cancelled card shows no day slug but under the stamp there is 

the notation "Hurrah for Garfield". In Chicago, on June 8, 1880, the 
Republican Party nominated James A . Garfield for the Presidency. Later, he 

was elected in November 1880 as our 20th President. 

TYPE 8-PBGH(C) June 23, 1880 PITTSBURGH, PA . 
Generally, Pittsburgh cancels were poorly cancelled by the Leavitt machine. 

Year dated cancels are known for 1879 and 1880. This is the latest known use 
for Pittsburgh. 
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PROVIDENCE 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1880 - 1882 

WrilTi THE ADDRESS ON THIS SID E-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-PRV(D} October 5 (18801 PROVIDENCE, R.I. 
The Type 8 cancelling die installed in Providence used a small 24.0 mm. dial 

in combination with the 8-bar oval canceller measuring 24.5 x 19.5 mm. 
No "v" notch in the canceller. This October 5, 1880, is the earliest 

reported use. 

WRITE TH E ADDRESS ON THIS S I DE-THE MESSACt.. ON THE OTHER 

/ 

,/ 

TYPE 8-PRV(D} 

/ ( ..:::;? _/. . (,..:l ~/ :' :: ·,, • J l/·. /_ r /?7- } 
, {/,Y •/ •· ~ .?(_. (_. - · -- -./ -

I _,. 
/ / 

2 ; . ( 

November 3 (1880) 

..,._,,) .J 
) \ . ~· .... , '--"' 

PROVIDENCE, R.I. 
Another early example of a Leavitt cancel used from the city of Providence. 
To date, only service letter "D" is known. The majority of cancels seen from 
this city have a clear impression and amply inked. Used for over 19 months. 
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PROVIDENCE 
GROUP B- CANCEI.S 

1880 - 1882 

~\T5,~ 1" 

(a~11 r · s C' 
11 P 1,1 

R. ' · 
WRI TE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-TH E MESSAGE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-PRV(D) April 8 (1881) PROVIDENCE, R.I. 
It is unusual to see this very late time of " 11 PM" on Providence 

cancels. It does suggest that mail was cancelled and sorted for early morning 
outbound trains. Foreign matter under the day slug "8" caused the extra ink. 

TYPE 8-PRV(D) January 1 (1882) PROVIDENCE, R.I. 
The canceller bars in the Providence die are unusually thick when compared 

with other Type 8 cancellers. Year date cancels are unknown. 
The cancels have been reported from October 5, 1880, to May 

25, 1882. 
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RICHMOND 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1880 - 1882 

--
TYPE B-RCH(Cl August 20 (1881) RICHMOND, VA. 
Type B cancelling die was combined w ith a 25 .0 mm. dial and a 25 x 21 mm. 

8-bar oval canceller. The complete impression of the cancel is rare for 
most show only the partial right side. Only the service letter "C" is seen. 

TYPE B-RCH(C) January 11 (1882) RICHMOND, VA. 
In 1880, the month and day slugs are on one line. Later, in 1881 and 1882, 

the month and day slugs form two lines as shown here. No year dated cancels 
are known. Known in use from September 27, 1880, to January 13, 1882. 
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ROCHESTER 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1880 - 1885 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SID E- THE MESSACE ON TH E OTHER 

TYPE 8-ROC(CI November 6, 1879 ROCHESTER, N.Y. 
The lightly inked card shows early use of the Rochester machine with a faint 
"NOV" month slug . The reverse side message reads "Dear Papa, Winter, with 

6 inches of snow upon us. Election returns are awaited anxiously. . . " 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESS ACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-ROC(C) November 14, 1880 ROCHESTER, N.Y. 
The Type 8 cancels from Rochester have a 25.0 mm. dial with an 8-bar 

canceller measuring 24.5 x 20 .5 mm. Only t he "C" service letter reported . The 
top bar shows the "v" notch. Rochester cancels usually appear ink starved. 
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ROCHESTER 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1880 - 18825 

NOTHINC BUT THE ADv RESS CAN BE: PLACED ON THIS SIDE. 

TYPE 8-ROC(C) April 14, 188- ROCHESTER, N.Y. 
Year date cancels from Rochester are seen from 1879 to1880 but none from 
1 881 to 1 885. It is not unusual for Leavitt dials to show no year date and/or 

for cards to show no year on the reverse. The card has no year date. 

NOTHINC BUT THE AODRESS CAN BE PLACED ON THIS SIDE:. 

E. STEINFELD, 
lo E.. Main, Cit_y 

TYPE 8-ROC(C) May 9 (1885) ROCHESTER, N.Y. 
This poorly inked Leavitt cancel shows the latest use for Rochester. The 

machine was in use for 6 % years but this does not reflect reported copies. It is 
rated as scarce. Known between November 2, 1879, and May 9, 1885. 
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ST. LOUIS 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879-1887 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SI OE-THE MESSAGE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-STUDI June 28, 1879 ST. LOUIS, MO. 
The Type 8 cancelling die installed in St. Louis had a 23.5 mm. dial with a 
25.0 x 21.0 mm. 8-bar canceller. Known used June 28, 1879, to May 28, 
1887. This city was one of the earliest to receive a new Leavitt machine. 

0 ·, 
, ...... . 

d'lt 1 ~ 
I l 1 I ' ; I 

--~~~I,· 
~"fM( ADDRESS ON THIS SIOE' -THE MESSAGE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-STL(D) June 11 ( 1 881) ST. LOUIS, MO. 
A unique combination with two different Leavitt cancels on one card. The 

card was posted in St. Louis, June 11, 1 881, and received two days later in 
Dayton. A receiving mark dated June 13 is seen in the lower left corner. 
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TYPE B-STL(D) 

ST. LOUIS 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1887 

June 15,(1886) ST LOUIS, MO. 
Leavitt cancels are seldom found on the International card The card was 

posted overseas to London, England on June 1 5, 1886. It was in transit for 
13 days. Year dated cancels were seen only in 1879. 

TYPE B-STL(O) April 13, (1887) ST. LOUIS, MO. 
This example shows late use for the Leavitt machine in St Louis with May 

28, 1887, being the latest. During the facing, this card was not correctly faced 
resulting in a cancel error. St. Louis cancels are rated very common. 
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SAN l<'RANCISCO 
GROUP 13 - CANCELS 

1880 - 1890 

.. 

TYPE 8-SFR(D) September 29, 1880 SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
The Leavitt cancelling die used a 24.5 mm. dial with a 24.5 x 20.5 mm. 

canceller. This cancel is an early use for San Francisco. Service letter "D" 
was used in 1880 and 1881. The next year letter "C" was used until 1890. 

WtUTt: THE ADDRESS ON THIS S IOE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-SFR(D) October 4, 1881 SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
For 1881, the San Francisco cancels have no year date or show only a "1" 

probably from a damaged year dater slug. Year dated cancels have been 
reported from 1884 · 1886 - 1887 and 1888. Other year dates could exist. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1880 - 1890 

TYPE 8-SFR(C) August 11 , 1886 SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
Note the "7 AM" time in this Leavitt cancel. The same early time 1s seen in 

other cancels that suggests an early train departure. Year dates were 
arbitrarily used in the San Francisco machine in its 11 year use. 

____ ,,.... 

TYPE 8-SFR(C} May 6, 1887 SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
Year dated cancels were used irregularly between 1880 and 1888 with no 

given pattern of use. Note the inked corners around the 8-barred canceller. A 
very unusual die cut is apparently the result of an unfinished die. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
GROUP B -CANCELS 

1880 - 1890 

,,.,.....,--"t.\ 

tr~~:~,=============~q 
.(,,.... ;~ ... 

• ~ =·~-~~===~;;;r.:; 

TYPE B·SFR(C) (June 14, 1889) SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
By the late 1880's, the San Francisco dials show many unusual aspects that 
are found in the indicia make-up. This cancel shows the complete absence of 

any indicia which is generally reserved for third class mail matter . 

4 

~ .. - ' ' ,.,,,..,,. .-.-·-... .~ . 
.l.?1 ~ "-::.~ • .I 

...... ~~ ~ ~ 
':? 

\\~;;:=::;:===:;e=~~...__....... ., 

/ 
TYPE 8-SFR(C) November (5), 1890 SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

This dial has a partial spacer bar, only a month slug and no day, no time and 
the only known "90" year date. The cancel is known from September 24, 

1880, to November 5, 1890. This is the latest reported. 
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TOLEDO 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1887 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SI OE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-TOL(D) December 8, 1879 TOLEDO, 0. 
The cancelling die used in Toledo had a 26.0 mm. dial with a 24.5 x 20.5 mm. 

8-bar oval canceller. There is a "v" notch cut in the top bar. Leavitt cancels 
used during the first year of installation ( 1879) are scarce. 

J.F.~J 

wwck~A~ 
c/t(IU/, 

TYPE 8-TOL(D) August 23, 1882 TOLEDO, 0. 
No complete "81" year date is known but for April 18, 1881, a full "8" and 
partial "1 "are known (a damaged "81" shown here) An April 11, 1 881, is 
known with no year. The damaged "81" date has been seen for April 18, 

1881, to April 26, 1883. 
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TOLEDO 
GROUP B - CANCEL5 

1879 - 1887 

TYPE B-TOUDl August 21, 1883 TOLEDO, 0. 
This specimen is an exceptionally clear and well inked copy of a Leavitt. An 
inverted year date is not scarce.Only the service letter "D" has been seen 

Known November 21, 1879, to September 27, 1887. 

NOTHINC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BE PLACE:O ON TttlS SIDE. 

~7$~ 
,7~-~~. 0ff'. 

TYPE B-TOL(D} June 22 (1885) TOLEDO, O. 
Note an unusual appearing 8 barred oval canceller with the reason being the 

11 .5 mm. outer ring around the "D" is missing. Perhaps lost during its 
periodic cleaning. No year dates known on some examples from 1881 to 1 887. 

186 



WASHINGT ON 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1882 

WAITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS StOE-THf MESSACt. ON THE (ffHEA 

TYPE B-WASH(D) November 18, 1879 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
The earliest use of a Type B from Washington is shown above in bluish-black 
ink. Some other cities used the same ink that suggests it was sent with some 
machines. Known used between November 18, 1879 and March 24, 1882. 

WAITE THE AOOFIESS ON THIS S IOE -TH E MESSAC t. ON THE Of HER 

TYPE 8-WASH(C) July 29, 1880 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Washington's new Type B cancelling die had a 25.0 mm. dial with an 

8-barred oval canceller measuring 24.5 x 19.5 mm. The service letters "C" and 
"D" are reported. By 1880, Washington cancels show the ink as iet black. 
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WASHINGTON 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879-1882 

~ fYJ?b~. cJl(J, ~ 
~~J 
11&~~ cJ~ 

TYPE 8-WASH(C) April 7 (1881) WASHINGTON, D.C. 
This card addressed to Fort Benton, Montana Territory shows the canceller 

with a "C" service letter leaning slightly left. Common phenomenon in a 
Leavitt service letter as no restraining pin was used for the letters. 

I 
1 J!o.'il <J)Jficc i}r.p;zrfment. s1a11pb11rnmeorr°'1omee 

0 PFICIAL BUSINESS. ~o.st (tffi.c.c at 

aRd dale of rt«1 t. 

County of--------------- -:;;1r--fa;:,L ------
·"tate of ------ -- -----------~/ __ \/_ __ 1_ ______ ----------

TYPE 8-WASH(C) May 1 (1881) WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Facing procedure in offices with Leavitt machines was a daily task of placing 

all cards in the same upright position in stacks for the machine operator to 
process. Penalty cards having a Leavitt cancel are seldom seen. 
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WASIIINGTON 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879 - 1882 

'!\'RITE THE ADDRESS ON TlilS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE B-WASH(C) October 7, 1881 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Between 1879 and 1882, year dated cancels are known for each year the 

Leavitt machine was used. Occasionally the year is absent or a bar slug was 
used early in the year. The Type B cancels are rated as scarce 

from Washington. 

TYPE B-WASH(C) February 8, 1882 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
This two cent International Postal Card to France is the correct rate for 
overseas mailing. Cards used overseas with Leavitt cancels are scarce. 

Message says a package was mailed by the Smithsonian Institution. 
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WASHINGTON 
GROUP B - CANCELS 

1879-1882 

NOTH INC BUT THE AODRE$5 CAN BE PLAC(O ON THIS SIDE. 

TYPE 8-WASH(C) January 7 (1882) WASHINGTON, D.C. 
In January 1882, a bar slug was used briefly until the arrival of a new "82" 

year dater slug. On occasions, the new year slug would not arrive in time to be 
installed and the old "81 " year was reversed, creating a bar print. 

TYPE B-WASH(C) March 24, 1882 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
The March 24, 1882, cancel is the latest reported use of the Type B for 

Washington. A new Type C cancelling die was installed seven days later with 
14 horizontal bars in the canceller but they continued using the old dial. 
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GROUP C CANCJ.<:LS 

A new style of canceller "it11 18 
honzontaJ bars was used in Boston by 
February 25, 1882. During this same year, 
Baltimore and Washinglon received a similar 
horizomal bar canceller. 

A provisional canceller die was used 
briefly in Washington and Indianapolis for 
unknown reasons in 1885 and 1886. 

Boston's new six pa.ired horizontal 
bar ca11celler designated as Type C-1 was 
placed in seivice on March 1, 1882. The 
designated Die Cb dial was 11sed in Lhe new 
cancelling die. 

'The same si'\ pai1 eel b<u- canceller 
was used \\1th the Die Cc dial in Boston and 
designated as a Type C-2 cancel. Again, the 
previous six pa.ired b;u- canceller die was used 

m Type C-3 cancels but now witJ1 the Die D 
wa.l. 

In Washington, a new 14 horizontal 
bar cam:eller (six paired bars with a single bar 
above and below) designated as Type C was in 
use from March 31, 1882, until April 2, 1891. 

Baltimore used a similar six pa.ired 
b;u· cru1celler designated as Type C. Kno\.\n 
used from May 18, 1882, to Apnl 30, 1887. 

The Die Cb, Die D ru1d Die Cc dials 
were used in live combinations with three 
cancellers in Group C and Group D cancels. 
These rhfferent combinations were used on 
t\\'O machines in Boston from Fcbh1aty 25, 
1882, to July 19, 1886. The th1ee Boston dial 
die~ ;u·e Illustrated here:-

s ~o 
cno z o 51o 

QJ 'Z 

lt1 A~<:-;· ~Ass · 

DIAL DIE Cb DIAL DIED DIAL DIE Cc 

25.5 mm. 25.0 lllfll. 26.5 mm. 
Medium "'.\1ASS." Small "'.\1ASS." L1rge "MASS." 

Dial used in DiaJ used Ill Dial used iii 
Types B-2, B-3 T}1)CS 0-1, D-2 'T'ypc C-2. 

:u1d C-1. C-3 and X-D 
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BOSTON 
C-1; C-2; C-3 

12 I IonzontaJ Bars 
6 pairs 

23 mm.widt11 
17 nun. height 

GROUP C CANCELS 
1882 - 1891 

\V ASIIINGTO;\' 
TYPEC 

l t 1101 izontaJ Bars 
G pmrs + 2 

23 nun.width 
21 llllll. height 

BALTIMOHE 
TYPEC 

12 Horizontal Bais 
6 pairs 

21 mm.width 
17 mm. height 

TYPE C-1 March 2 (1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
The new Type C-1 cancelling die was installed with a Die Cb dial used earlier 
in Type 8-2 and B-3 cancels. This new six paired bar canceller was used for 

23 days. The earliest known Type C-1 is March 1, 1882. 
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BOSTON 
GHOUP C - CANCELS 

1882 - 1886 

NO:lilllC l:lUI 111( AUORE~>CAN BL r'LAClD (.)N iHI.> 510~ 

//:_j.~~-

TYPE C-1 March 8 (1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
Cancelling die 1n Type C-1 used the previous 25.5 mm. Die Cb dial with six 
paired horizontal bar canceller. The canceller bars have a 23 mm. width and 

height of 17 .0 mm. Year dated cancels are unknown for Type C-1. 

When the registered le~tte~ or parcel accompanrin---;;-s Ora is de/iv~ .\!h~;st~11s(e; . •t 
will require Slfl.'latl/re to the receipt on the other srde. al {~n fllf~ 'ffCPrg O~ f9~~ .. 
eries, and mail this care/ without cover to address below . - ------ i-

i A penalty of S300 is fixed by Jaw for using this car ~r o~!"iJutn offi:·d1 ~~~~~:·-.~:.;·~I: 

11 osf U}/Jic P I/ rpil rflne11/. ·<11A ~ ..... """""' ~""" I 
OFFI'JIAI, nt:SI:-.'ESs. j'gost ©ffic.e nt I 

I RETC:RX TO~ ""'"'"'"""~· 
Name of Sender •...•••... 1. ..••••••• --!·-·---·----------------------···· 

Street and Numober, ~ - ----······--------'!..-~-::i..r;vi:." r,Lll. .... r\L ... .f! ....... . 
or Post Office ox. { 1 • 1 ' : ' l 1 , ~ J.. i H 

,. • ~ !. ..... ~ .... ; ,,..., , ' \ - ,.. l 

Post Office at ...... ____ --------------------------... ---------~---------·-------· 

County of ····----·--·-···-······-·-···-··· .. SiP'11 of-----------·-····--·-------

TYPE C-1 March 22 ( 1 882) BOSTON, MASS. 
The period of use of the combination of a Die Cb dial and the six paired bar 

canceller was from March 1 to March 23, 1882. The cancel shows late 
use for Type C-1. The penalty cards with Leavitt cancels are not common. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP C - CANCELS 

1882 - 1886 

,,., - c...,.. 
,. J) t..: '-'.'...-' 
·~'-' ' ·- ··-·,,,,,,, 

NOTH INC 6UT THE ADDRESS CAN 6E PLACED ON THIS SIDE. 

TYPE C-2 March 31 (1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
The Type C-2 cancelling die continued to use the same six paired bar canceller 

used earlier in the Type C-1. The new Die Cc (26.5 mm.I dial with large 
letters was installed March 30, 1882. This card shows the second day of use. 

'901HltlC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BC PLACED ON THIS SIDE. 

TYPE C-2 January 24 (1884) BOSTON, MASS. 
The Type C-2 cancels seen from Boston are very common. Known March 

30, 1882, to January 25, 1885, except for January 26, 1884, to April 
24, 1884, when Type D-1 was in use. The cancel shows late use for this 

first period. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP C- CANCELS 

1882 - 1886 

a.roe~ 

~k.vnh~f, 
TYPE C-2 April 25 ( 1884) BOSTON, MASS. 

Type C-2 cancels are once again seen by April 25, 1884, with lightly inked 
impressions. The earliest seen use for the second period is shown here. The 

absence of Type C-2 for the previous three months was possibly due to 
machine problems. 

lilO"rtllllC BUT THE A DRESS C-"~ BC PL.AC ( !) ON THIS !::IC<. 

-' .... 
, _-:," 

~ .. 
L . ~~~ .~BANK, 

Q~ 
~ 

TYPE C-2 January 20 (1885) BOSTON, MASS. 
Like most examples, these two "Leavitts" appear to be inked starved in the 

second period due to an ineffective inking system. During the second period of 
use, the Type C-2 cancels are seen from April 25, 1884, to January 26, 1885. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP C - CANCELS 

1882 - 1886 

NOTHINC SUT THE ADDRESS CAN S E Pl.ACED ON THIS 510£. 

MESS. JOHN N. BARR & CO .• 

NASHUA. 

1\. Tl. 

TYPE C-3 November 4 (1885 BOSTON, MASS. 
The cancelling die used in the Type C-3 appears to be made up of two 

previously used dies; the six paired bar canceller die found 1n Types C-1 and 
C-2 cancels and the Die D dial seen used in Type D-1 , D-2 and X-D cancels. 

- ... _.. .... --

TYPE C-3 March 22 ( 1886) BOSTON, MASS. 
Note the unusual combination with an inverted cancel showing in the 

lower left corner from a clerks error and a corrected "American" cancel used 
a half hour later. Type C-3 is known from November 4, 1885, to 

July 19, 1886. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP C - CANCELS 

1882 - 1886 

N0' "'"C 81JT fkl ADDRESS C'J>.N BE Pl.ACED ON THIS SI OL 

........... /I 

~ o-v.-g -<'~ 

/I { t I cf_ f_c_ /rr"IA/VV 
~'1~ 

TYPE C-3 November 17 (1885) BOSTON, MASS. 
The Type C-3 cancelling die was used for over eight months on this machine 

The above card shows a 10:30 AM posted time. The cancels with the 
half-hour time are scarce. However, due to quantities, Type C-3's have been 

rated as common. 

TYPE C-3 July 19 (1886) BOSTON, MASS. 
On June 27, 1885, the top of the Type D-2 cancelling die suffered damage 

and was re-engraved for continued use. The same Die 0 dial was used again 
in Type C-3 cancels. July 19, 1886, is the latest use of this die. 
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BALTIMOHE 
GROUP C - CANCEL~ 

1882 - 1887 

NOTHINC BUT WE ADDRESS CAN BE PLACCO ON THIS SIDE. 

courtesy of Joe McDonough 
TYPE C-BALT May 12 (1882) BALTIMORE, MD. 
The new machine was installed by May 12, 1882, with the Type C cancelling 

die. The city's Type B cancels were used for three years or until April 15, 
1882. During the following four weeks, no Baltimore cancels are seen. 

TYPE C-BALT February 5 (1883) BALTIMORE, MD. 
The Type C cancelling die was combined with a 26.0 mm. dial and a six pair 
bar canceller. The card shows a time of 10 PM on February 5; was received 

in Boston at 9 PM; and FORWARDED to Gloucester at 9 AM the next day. 
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BALTIMOnE 
GROUP C - CANCELS 

1882 -1887 

TYPE C-BALT September 24 (18841 BALTIMORE, MD. 
Thrs unusual six paired bar canceller appears to have had the bars serrated but 

in checking other Baltimore cancellers this serration does not appear on 
Type C's. An oily rag for die cleaning was the probable culprit. 

• ; ' !··~ 

TYPE C-BALT August 18 (1885) BALTIMORE, MD. 
The bottom left cancel was caused by a clerks error in facing the cards in 

stacks just prior to their being cancelled. The inverted cancel shows the time 
as 8 PM with two hours elapsing before the corrected cancel at 1 0 

PM . 

201 



BAI:flMORE 
GROUP C - CANCEL~ 

1882 - 1887 

TYPE C-BALT February 9, 1886 BALTIMORE, MD. 
The Leavitt machine was used in Baltimore for five years with no reported 
year dated cancels from 1882 to 1885. During the following year, an "86" 

year was installed in the dial but this year dated cancel 1s very scarce. 

TYPE C-BAL T April 30, 1887 BAL Tl MORE, MD. 
The above cancel shows an unusual provisional, single digit, "7" year date. 

The bizarre date was used for only four months. The single digit dates are very 
scarce. Type C cancels are known from May 18, 1882, to April 30, 1887. 
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V\' ASII IN GTO N 
GROUP C - CANCELS 

1882 - 1891 

NOTHINC aur THE ADDRESS CAN ec PL.ACCO ON THIS SIDE.. 

TYPE C-WASH March 31, 1882 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
The latest reported use of the previously used Type 8 in Washington is 

March 24, 1882 Seven days later, on March 31, 1882, the new Type C 
cancelling die was installed This cancel is the earliest reported use for 

a Type C. 

SMITHSONIAN lNSTITUTION, 
W ABBINGTON, D. C. 

OFFICIAL. BUSINESS. 

u1heg 1t111 cont lO aemei the J"'~mfnt 
011 I i flt 1 usu iU • • 1u\,jec:t tv 

---~--~~-----
/.~ff~-.?-/,····--·-··---

······------····· c..::-.&~7 v/ 
TYPE C-WASH May 23, 1882 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Between 1 882 and 1891, two digit year dated cancels are seen fo r each year 
except 1890. Examples without year dates are irregularly seen between 1884 

and 1890. The cancels are known from March 31, 1882, to April 2, 1891. 
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WASIIINGTON 
GROUP C - CANCELS 

1882 - 1891 

NOTHINC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BE PLACED ON THIS SIDE. 

TYPE C-WASH October 11, 1883 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
The dial used previously in the Type B die was also used in the new 

Type C die. The new six paired bar canceller shows 14 bars with the added 
bottom and top bar. The height is 21.0 mm. and width is 23.0 mm. 

~. If?~ ~ ~°-o 
(J~~ 

~~ ~r. 
~-

TYPE C-WASH January 3 (1887) WASHINGTON, D.C. 
This cancel shows a bar slug in place of the two digit date. Bar slug varieties 

are reported in January and December 1 887; February 1890; and January 
1891.Year date slugs were reversed to create this bar slug variety. 
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W ASIIINGTON 
GROUP C - CANCELS 

1882 - 189 1 

TYPE C-WASH October 18 (1889) WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Two digit year dates are seen from 1882 to 1891 except for 1890. In the 

same period no year dated cancels are known between 1884 and 1890. This 
clear example of the canceller shows 14 bars in six pairs with two added bars. 

·--·-.._. -------
~~~ -:.::· -::::. 

.. . ~--

TYPE C-WASH April 2, 1891 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
The above Type C cancel is the latest reported use for this type that was used 
for nine years. Generally the cancels are well struck. Cancels are plentiful and 

very common. During use of the Type CT, no Type C cancels are known. 
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GROlJP CT- CANCELS 

The cancelli11g dies used in the Lem·i11 
machines designaLecl as Group CT were m use 
for only brief periods ;md can be considered as 
provisional dies. Two cities arc known lo ha\'e 
used the Type C.,1 c;u1cel, 'Yashingro11, D.C. 
and I.ndianapohs, Ind. 

The reason for the use of the Type CT 
ca1Jcelling dies is not kHovm. In all likelihood, 
it was probably due lo a mcch;mical problem 
in their operauonal machine at d1e Lime. 
However, no impaired cancels an: known from 
eitJ1er city 

GROUP CT 
CANCELLER 

prior to the use of their prons1onal die. 

The orig111aJ dies were returned to Ll1cir 
respccrive machines after using the provisionaJ 
cLe. The Lwo dies show no lrace of damage or 
hanng been re-engraved. 

Illuslrated here is the Type CT six bar 
canceller having a thick inked smudge Lhal 

occasionally appears as a seventh bar on both 
\\';t'ihington and Inclianapohs cancels. It is 
likely Lhat d1e same Type CT canceller was 
used in both cities. 

Six horizonlaJ bars. 

Long thick smudge 
caused by the top 
edge of lhc cue. 

2 1.5 m111. lcngd1 
1.).5 mm. height 

TYPE CT-WASH November 16 (1885) WASHINGTON, D.C. 
This Type CT provisional cancelling die was used from November 16, 1885, 

to January 18, 1886. The earliest use of the temporary cancel is seen 
above. There is no year date. 
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GROUP er -CANCELS 
1885 - 1886 

AMERICAN TYPE 85-9 December 11 , 1 885 BOSTON, MASS. 

Several American machines used a thin 6 bar canceller at this time like the 
CT six bar provisional. Both dies were 16 mm. tn height, probably cut from the 
same bar stock. The American Postal Machine Co. was the Leavitt proprietor. 

TYPE CT-WASH 

d(f~~I 
HD~ 

~t~~I<. 
November 27 (1885) WASHINGTON, D.C. 

It is unusual to see a provisional cancel without the proverbial ink smudge 
over the 6 bar canceller. The Type CT rectangular canceller has six horizontal 

bars. It measures 24.5 mm. in length and 16 mm. in height. 
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GROUP C"T - CANCELS 
1885 - 1886 

'I tDe ecltl~ss to b~ 09 l!J is side. 

TYPE CT-WASH January 11 (1886) WASHINGTON, D.C. 
During the 64 days w hen the Type CT cancelling die was being used, there are 
no Type C cancels known from Washington. Type CT cancels were rated as 

rare in the 1985 catalog but are now downgraded to scarce. 

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
TYPE CT-WASH January 18 (1886) WASHINGTON, D.C. 

This is the latest reported use for the Type CT temporary cancel .. Compare 
the two cancelling dies. Type CT and Type C both used the same dial. 
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GHOUP CT - CANCELS 
1885 - 1886 

TYPE CT-IND April 8 (1886) INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
The Type CT provisional cancels from Indianapolis were used February 25, 

1886, to April 20, 1886. It appears that the die was a hybrid using the earlier 
Type B Indianapolis Die I dial and Washington's bar canceller from Type CT. 

TYPE B 
Die I Dial 

INDIANAPOLIS, 
IND. 

July 1 ( 1 882) 

Die I used 
in Type CT 

TYPE CT 
WASHINGTON, 

D.C. 
December 30 

(1885) 

The canceller 
was used in 

INDIANAPOLIS 
CT cancels 

in 1886 
~}Jc3f' ~~--# 

~y~ ~p-
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GROUP D CANCELS 
1882 - 1885 

130STO:'\ -- TYPE D-1 
18 Ilonzonlal Bars 

25.0 11m1. Jengt11 
22.0 mm. height 

BOSTO:'\ - TYPE D-2 
19 Horizontal Bars 

27 .0 mm. length 
23.0 mm. height 

TYPE D-1 February 25, 1882 BOSTON, MASS. 
This February 25th cancel is the earliest reported use of the Type D-1 

cancelling die with 18 horizontal bars. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP D - CANCELS 

1882 - 1885 

The Die Ch, Die D and Die Cc diaJs 
were used in fi\'c combinations witJ1 three 
cancellers in Group C and Group D ca.ncels. 
These cl11Terent comhmattons we1 c used on 

two madnnes 111 Boston from Febrnary 25, 
1882, to July 19, 1886. The tJm:c Boston clrnJ 
dies <1rc 1Jluslt'ated ht..•rc:-

DIAL DIE Cb 

25 . .5 mm. 
Mediwu ";\JASS.'' 

D1aJ used 111 

'rypes B-2, B­
and C-1. 

DIAL DI~ D 

2.'i. 0 mm. 
Small '';\lt\SS." 

Dial 11Sed in 
Ty} K'S D-1, D-2 
C-:~ ;iml X-D 

DIAL DIE Cc. 

26.5 mm. 
Large "MASS." 

D1al used in 
Tn>c C-2. 

TYPE D-1 February 25, 1882 BOSTON, MASS. 
February 25 is the earliest reported use of the Type D-1 cancel. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP D - CANCELS 

1882 - 1885 

TYPE D-l - lst Period - Fcbruaiy 25, 1882, to June 20, 1882 
TYPE D-1 - 2nd Period - January 28, 1884, to April 19, 1884 
TYPE D-1 - 3rd Period - July 21, 188 i, to October 9, 188 i 

TYPE D-1 February 28 (1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
This Type D-1 cancelling die used a combination of the Die D dial with an 18 

bar canceller. The Boston Type D 25.0 mm. dial was used with four cancellers 
in thrP.P. neriods. 

NOT HINC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BC PLACCO ON THb 

TYPE D-1 June 10 ( 1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
The machine was functioning properly for over 1 5 weeks, from February 25 to 

June 1 0, 1 882, showing a complete 18 bars. By June 15, a partial 12 bar 
canceller was seen. The cancel shows late use of a normal 18 bar canceller. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP D - CANCELS 

1882. 1885 

NOTH INC BUT Tit( l\UOHE';.5 CAN Bt PLACCO ON THIS St DE. 

TYPE D-1 June 15 (1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
The earliest Type D-1 cancel showing the major problem in the machine's 
inking system is the June 15 cancel with 12 inked bars. The missing inked 

bars were caused by the ribbon slipping while inking the cancelling die. 

- - -=,.,,-"----- -
The Post1w1st~1· n::: ·urt,•. llfl Registered L6tters. &c .. ~~rd' fritch, w. II up th~/d&a..: 

this 8111. and 1vr1te the l]a me of his Post Office. County, and ~in the b1a'n ddrs~fliiS-s7iC, 
The Postmaster receivmg this Bill fn RegistereiJ. P ge will at ofj COffl r 

with letters. ltc., inclosed : make entries on record o g1!Jtered"'matt8r e •• 
postmark below; sign this Bill on other side, noting adr errqri;, pptl. tetur it ;ill. •fie t!!!"Ybg-~ 
Post Office without cover. \ ' . · 

A penalty of $300 is fixed by law for using this' card on other than oHicial business. 
1'= = === = ================= =======11 
I' Jlo:;f U}fJice if/t,p;irfmtnl. Stamp berrnmeor Po•t Oltiee 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS. ~ost (!)ffi.c.c (ti 

II RETURN TO : 

~ h 
t 1 !/ Poshnaste1· at ······---d-f .. 4 . ..n..,,.. .. _____________ _ 

u d date of mei t. 

44, 11:-f/)h 
J.J' J. - ~ '-<'/) County of-------- __ ._t.).ir . ,--![----------

State of - -------····---- ---•--- . ----------------

TYPE D-1 June 19 (1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
A slippage of the inked ribbon caused the cancelling die to be partially inked. 
This condition is known from June 15 to June 20, 1882. Date of this penalty 

card appears as "21 " but the day slug "1 9" was inverted. 
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ROSTON 
GROUP D - CANCELS 

1882 - 1885 

N01Hll'IC !:!UI THE ADDRESS CAN BE PLACED ON THIS 510[.. 

/'· ,,. 

~-;<,;> /; 
'--' /' ·' 

i 

,' .! ' 
f ,,-'I 

... / , ' . 
_/ I .· 

/// -~--- 7 /'- . / 
~/" ..... 

/ / ' + ./ 

.:---~·--• L --

, . 

__. .. / 

TYPE 0 -1 June 20 (1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
Both varieties of the Type D-1 are known for June 20, 1882 (this complete 

18 bar canceller and the partial 12 bar). Latest first period use of Type 0-1 is 
June 20, 1882, and it is then unseen until January 28, 1884. 

' 
) ', 

NOTHINC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BE: PLACED ON THIS ~ iC' ~: 

. . - ,,. .. . ·-· ·-·· · ~· --

h~~~ 
0/:-~­

~» 
TYPE 0-1 January 28 ( 1884) BOSTON, MASS. 
The earliest second period use is shown above. Absence was possibly due to 

machine repairs but more likely it was due to the new Type C-2, known by 
March 30, 1882. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP D - CANCElS 

1882 - 1885 

I 

1 
Bast '1)ffice {)tp;ufmenf. 

:I OFFIC lAL BUSINESS. ~ost ©fticr at 

"B.ETURN TO: 
aad datt ol recei t. 

J]lf Ir~· -, £'tu~tm,aster at ·--------'J.].-.li.1:i-l-r'f'°:tllt'y ";\-----.·· 
-· -l v ]·t J J ~ ... 

County of ---·-------·····.)_.(~-· · ·· ··~.t--~·---· 
J -\. ! • ! ... : 

.littate of ----------···········--- ----5...;._, __ ·----

TYPE D-1 April 19 (1884) BOSTON, MASS. 
A complete and well inked cancel is the exception for the Type 0-1 during the 
three periods. For the second period, cancels are reported January 28, 1884, 

to April 19, 1884. Type C-2 cancels are unknown during this three 
months of use. 

The Postmaster making up Registered Letters. &c .. for dis~~h. ;,,m:mtu.p. the <Jfhir.s1"'de of t . · 
this Bill. and write the name of his Post Office. County, and Statem th11blank'qpll(ess on tan iid.e ::: 

The Postmaster receiYing tMs Bill tn Registerea Packege will af 1)nC9- compare. eotrie:s 1 -
with letters, &c., inclosed: make entries on record of tegiste~ed mltfter r'1ceiYed;~mp :-. 

postm'3rk b.e·l.ow: sign . this Bi1,' on other side. noting any errors, 'and relu. rn i4 trf:/ltBff!!J.1n9 1'~­
Post Office aithout cover. • . J .. :,:-::.::.:. --. ·, :: 

A penalty of S300 is fixed br. la"I for using this card oh.~t~-~r than offjpal b.usineS"S,.:··. -. ·· ~ 

----~ ~--- -
!Jo.SJ (/)/Jfrt li/tJ!ilffmtnf. Stamp bm am of ~oil tllliee 

OFFIC lAL BUSINESS. ~ost (!)fficc at 
I "B.ETURN TO; 

pd date ti rtmpl 
• J ;) ·; . 

~ t t ' · · -l< Ll j· ' ~011 11u1.s e,. at ·-·--------~ ..... -U-·1.· .. ··-··------·· 
..... , • • l ] ~; .. 

County of --·-·-···- ·-··-···-·- ..... ~.i~---r······-·· ........ ., 
State of.·-·-·----····----··--··-----·····-··-· 

TYPE D-1 August 13 (1884) BOSTON, MASS. 
After a three month absence, the Type D-1 cancels are once again seen in 

Boston. The reason for the machine absence is not known. While the inking 
system may have been repaired, examples continue to appear ink starved. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP D - CANCELS 

1882 - 1885 

.· 

NOTHINC BUT TH£ ADDRESS C'IN BE PLACED ON THIS 510(. 

TYPE D-1 October 9 (1884) BOSTON, MASS. 
After 1 2 weeks of use, the Type D-1 machine again ceased to operate 

and for the final time. This example is the latest known for Type D-1 . Reported 
used during the third period of July 21 , 1884, to October 9 , 1884. 

courtesy of Joe McDonough 
TYPE D-2 January 27 (1885) BOSTON, MASS. 
This January 27, 1885, cancel is the earliest known use of the new Type D-2 

cancelling die with 19 horizontal bars. The canceller's length is 27 mm. and the 
height is 23 mm. Early examples are generally poorly struck. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP D - CANCELS 

1882 - 1885 

- ----·----

TYPE 0-2 February 13 (1885) BOSTON, MASS. 
This strange looking cancel appears as a new shortened bar with a 

16.5 mm. width. On copies we have inspected, they show the right side to be 
poorly inked. The Die D dial is seen in the Type D-1 and D-2 cancels . 

TYPE D-2 June 26 (1885) 

. -·-
. --::: -·­-----

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
BOSTON, MASS. 

The cancel shows the complete cancelling die having no damage to the top rim 
of the dial or to the top bar of the canceller. Sometime after "8 PM", on June 

26, 1885, the Type D-2 die suffered some major damage. 
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TYPE D-2 

BOSTON 
GROUP D - CANCELS 

1882-1885 

June 27 (1885) 

-­··--·· ­~­·--·-··· --.. -·­--

BOSTON, MASS. 
There was severe damage to this cancelling die on June 27, 1885, to the 

uppermost part of the dial's rim and to the top 19'h bar of the Type D-2. The 
earliest damaged cancel reported rs this June 27, 1885, example at "1 PM." 

TYPE D-2 July 10 (1885) BOSTON, MASS. 
This over-inked cancel clearly shows the severe damage suffered to the 

topmost part of the dial and canceller. We cannot determine the cause but 
it could be due to a foreign substance adhering to a card or from an internal 

machine part as described on the next card (July 30, 1885). 
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BOSTON 
GROUP D- CANCELS 

1882 - 1885 

~OTHINC BUT THC ADDRESS CAN BC PLACED ON THIS SIDE:.. 

iJf c~)/4#'. 
fo~ 

'~ 
TYPE 0-2 July 30 (1885) BOSTON, MASS. 

Reports of over-inked cancels appear to be exaggerated from the quantity of 
postal cards observed. Apparently the inking system was damaged from a 

broken or a loose machine part causing the Boston cancel to be overinked. 

P P.OC TO ~~ ~ \' I LLE , 

TYPE 0-2 August 1 (1885) BOSTON, MASS. 
The machine ceased to operate shortly after suffering the damage and 

apparently underwent some minor repair. By August 1, the cancel shows 
little damage to the die suggesting that 1t was re-engraved. 
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BOSTON 
GROUP D - CANCELS 

1882 - 1885 

TYPE 0-2 August 3 (1885) BOSTON, MASS. 
The repaired machine continued operating until August 9, 1885. 

For a period of three months, from August 10 to November 4, 1885, there are 
no cancels known. A new Type C-3 machine was installed by November 4. 

220 



Page 222 blank in printed book and 
deleted from eBook



BOSTON 
GROUPE- CANCELS 

1886 - 1890 

Leavitt continued through the ye.a.rs to 
make improvements to his postmarking 
machine but Government OfficiaJs continued 
to ltst three bas1c defects he had failed to 
correct: 

a..) Percentage was considered too 
high for the quantity of cards 
found with heavy inking on the 
reverse side. 

b.) The number of damaged or 
destroyed cards was 
propo1 lionally too high for lhe 
number of cards cancelled. 

c) Percenlage of cards that 
passed through the machine 
without a cancel considered 
too high. 

Lea\ 1tt sold Jus patents, machines and 
rights to a group of mvestors headed by Herny 

\Vrute in 1881. 'n11S was after many 
unsuccessful attempts to perfect his machine. 
Under tJ1e direclion of Mr. ''' aite, the group 
took control of aJl Leavill machines, ones in 
operation and their maintenance. 

l ... 1.ter, on December 23, 1885, this 
same group of busi11essmen inco11Jorated the 
American PostaJ Machines Co. 

The goal of the group was lo construct 
and lease c;u1ccUing machines Lo the United 
Stales Postal Oep<u tmenl. 

The last chru1ge to a patenteG Leavilt 
machine was made for use in tJ1e Boston Post 
Office under the cbrect supervision of Waite 
and tJ1e Ame11can Postal Machines Co. A new 
Tn>e E c;mcelling die was mstallcd on or 
before August 17, 1886. 

The Postmaster making up Registered Letters, &c., for ditJ(Jat~ , will r,u;>~ '11.e other $ide o,... 
this Bill, and write the name of his Post Office, County, and Staffi in the blank ad8ress on tl>is sidlt. · 

The Postmaster receiving this Bill in Registered Pack01ge w~fr!j'~? comeare entt"/eS., :. 
with letters, &c., inclosed: make entries on record of re ister receiver;/.;' stampl' 
postmark bel~w: sign this Bilf'on other side, noting any er~ors, If fe fJ:i it ta the m.aZ'"Jp / 
Post Office without cover. \ f 

A penalty of $300 is fixed by law for using this card on o 

l!Josf (J}lfice Qtparfment. Stamp hers111meor Pou omce 

OFFICtAL BUSINESS. ~.o.st ©ffic.c at 

R:Hl'rUE.N" TO: ~ j. ud ~of rett1 

Pofltmaster .u ___ :11r.df/.n:rJ ~ 
County of------·---------------- ----~-----·77J.7f? 

State of. __________________ :/J./2_1__£._((d;:, _______ _ 

TYPE E August 17 ( 1886) BOSTON, MASS. 
The earliest use of the new Type E cancel is seen here. 
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BOSTON 
GROUPE- CANCELS 

1886 - 1890 

···········=7 
#-

........... . .... ... . ...... . .... .. . . . . . ~·············· '""" '*""''''' '''''' '-

TYPE E-BOS(Dl November 16 (1886) BOSTON, MASS. 
This Type E cancelling die used the combination of an 8-bar oval bar canceller 
measuring 24.5 x 19.0 mm. and a 26 mm. dial. The cancel is seen only with 

a "D" service letter. In use August 17, 1886, to July 8, 1890. 

The Group E cancels are known only 
from Boston where the machine was in 
operation for almost foLu- yea.rs. The American 
Postal Machines Co. was the proprietor of this 
machine arnl 16 otJ1er Leavitt machines still 
operating in 1886. 

The American Company was 
developing their own machines "vith seven 
machines being evaluated .i.n Boston at Lhis 
time. In late November 1884, a ma.chine 
invented by Martin Van Buren Ethridge 
was 

BOSTON 
TYPEEDIAL 

Dia.meter 26 mm. 

"MASS." 
16.5 mm. width 

and period. 
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installed in the Boston Post Office as its first 
operational machine. 

The Leavitt rnachine operating with the 
Type E cancelling die was removed from the 
Boston Post Office in July 1890. At the time, 
there were 16 improved American (Ethridge) 
machines operating in Boston and t"Wo 
machines were operating in Philadelphia. The 
first American ma.chine was installed in 
Philadelphia by Mai-ch 4, 1890, when there 
were no longer a11y Leavitt machine in 
operation. 



Office of 
C. BRIGHAM a: CO. 

MILK CONTRACTORS, 
380 Tremont Street, 

BOSTON. 

( 

BOSTON 
GROUPE - CANCELS 

1886 - 1890 

.. - -( .. /?<...( 

TYPE E November 16"10 AM" (1886) BOSTON, MASS. 
Facing errors could cause a card to receive a cancel inverted and reversed on 
its back side as seen above. On the face of the card are three WESSON TOB 

cancels. 

BOSTOi'\ 

PROVIDENCE 
PROVIDENCE 

(B) 

(0) 

Nm·ember 16,1888 9 15 A:\1 (Co1rectecl cancel has 
a 15 minurc rime error) 

i'\o\'ember 16, 1888 2 30 PM (Heceniug) 
No\'ember 17,1888 -i -15 PM (Forwarded) 
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BOSTON 
GROUPE - CANCELS 

1886 - 1890 

£:a.~£-f 
%~~J-

TYPE E-BOS!Dl September 13 ( 18881 BOSTON, MASS. 
The Leavitt (American) machine was constantly in use for almost four years in 
Boston. The Type E cancels are very common and seen used on three issues of 

postal cards. 

TYPE E-BOS(D} July 30 (18891 BOSTON, MASS. 
There were no more than eight (American) Leavitt machines that continued to 
operate in 1889. The following year the number was reduced to only seven 

machines. During the four years of Type E use no year dated cancels are 
reported. 

226 



Page 228 blank in printed book and 
deleted from eBook.



Page 230 blank in printed book and 
deleted from eBook.



GROUPX 
1881 - 1882 

Early in the de\'elopmenl of the Lea\'itt 
Rotary posumukmg machme, I-leruy E. vV aite 
was looking to 111\'CSt money in a business 
ad\'enture that showed promise and 
opporlw1it}. Posmve reports were received 
about the Leavitt machine from postal officials 
which prompted lum to contact Leavitt in 1877 
about a possible business association. 

At this time, Leavitt had received no 
compensation from the Postal Department for 
his machines. The lack of funds prevented d1e 
expansion of his ideas and the continued 
e:x-pcnmental \\'Olk he desired to undertake. 
The need for financrnJ backing forced Leavitt 
to reach a mutual agreement wil11 \Vaitc. 
Lca\'ltt received $3,000 from him which 
enabled Leavitt to lme a relali\'e, a Eliza.h 
Leavitt Ilow:ud. He '''L'\ a skilled mechanic 

It not oh.lied for In Five Days, 
return to 

HALL & WHITING, 
oos·ro~. MAss. 

and was ,-ery capable in ass1sung in the 
consu ucuon of machines and the necessat)' 
expcrunental work. 

In 1881, Congress appropriated $6000 
to compensate Leavitt for use of his machines. 
The compensation was the only money he ""as 
to receive from rhe Cnited States Government. 

Pnor to this time, LeaviLL and Howard 
had st;uted l11c construction on a new machine 
using a diverse system for feeding letters into 
the machine's pnnting cylinder. It featured a 
toothed plate that separated and pull the 
bottom letlc1 into Lhe machine's cylinder. 

Leanll's parent 235,952 fits the basic 
idea of Ule ncc<lle feed system coYered in the 
:\farch 30,1880 patent application. 

SOHOOL COMMITTEE, FOR THE TOWN OF 

tR~~ 
r;;~lav~ (/h~ 

TYPE X1-A 3rd Class(l 881) BOSTON, MASS. 
The earliest known Boston experimental cancel has needle marks that fit Sub­
Group 1 with six equally spaced marks. With no explicit date, the probable use 

was January 1881. 
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SUB-GROUP 1 
PIN PUNCTURES 

The feed system used in the Group X 
machines is an important factor in their 
identification and their period of use. Cancels 
fall within five Sub-Groups as we have outlined 
and identified by the location and number of 
needle marks on the letter's face. 

The system used in feeding letters into 
the new Leavitt experi.mentaJ letter machine 
would 

separate and pull the bottom letter into the 
machine by using a toothed plate with needles 
or pins. The pins would penetrate the soft 
paper and pull the bottom letter into the 
machine's printing cylinder for its cancellation. 

Leavitt experimented with this type of 
feed system for over two years, using 5 
different needle arrangements. 

SUB-GROUP 1 

TYPE DIAL 

X-lA 
X-1 
X-1 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Total of six needle punctures, 4.5 to 5 mm . 
apart in one grouping. Height measurement of 

t11e six needles is from 24 mm. to 25 mm . 

Circumstantial evidence suggest one machine 
was used and transferred between three cities: 

DIE CITY 

A BOSTON 
A I NE\iV YOHK 
A I WASHINGTON 
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KNOWN USE 

3rd Class - (January - 1881) 
Febnt<U)' 1, 1881 - February 2, 1881 
Februaiy 8, 1881 - April 2, 1881 



SUB-GROUP 1 
PIN PUNCTURES 

.---
Post Office D£¥J~rtment. ~-.,. '. l ; . ~~ 

Office of Third Ass't Postmaster General. 'q' f £r: 
8 0 

Dwision of Dead Letters. 2 P Ni ~ 
Official Business. 

A penalty of $300 ~ ·xed by law, for using th~ Q • C • 
Envelope for oth han Offi~usine&B~ j • / ./ · · · 

',M. / uf ?PU;~ ~ 

~;?£-£/- 0 ~£-<__ 
frl~~y-4 ~ 
-....--/ ,/ /Y 

- / . 
"' 

courtesy of Louis Geschwinder 
TYPE X1 A WASH DIE I February 8 (1881) WASHINGTON, D.C. 

The Leavitt experimental machine was transferred from New York to 
Washington early in February 1881. Classified as a Sub-Group 1 with six pin 

marks. This is the earliest known Type X-1 (for Washington). 

#Hdt:.£ c~,~ 
I 7µ L.__ ut· 2 J~-~ 

rfl~~k 
OLJ~ 

TYPE X1A WASH DIE I February 15 (1881) WASHINGTON, D.C. 
The early use of a Group X experimental cancel from Washington. 
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.JOHN A. BAKER. 

AGRIC U L'fURAL 
WAREHOUSE~ 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

SUB-GROUP 1 
PIN PUNCTURES 

TYPE X1 A WASH DIE I March 3 (1881) WASHINGTON, D.C. 
This first class experimental cancel shows the day slug "3" 
in an inverted position. This type of error is very common. 

TYPE X1 A WASH I February 21 (1881) WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Group X experimental cancels are seldom seen on penalty or postal cards 
which have been rated as extremely rare. The needles or pins used in the 
feeding plates were not designed to penetrate the very hard stock used in 

cards. 
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7-. '(' 

SUB-GROUP l 
PIN PUN crt 1RES 

TYPE X1 A WASH I April 2 (1881) WASHINGTON, D.C. 
The experimental Sub-Group 1 cancels are reported used from February 8 , 

1881 , to April 2, 1 881. Two cancels have been reported on postal cards and 
the one penalty card . The six pin marks have been circled. 
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L. S'l'RAlJ'S & SONS, 
omNA. AND GLASSWARE 

4'2 & "W!llE?l STlll:ET, 

NEW YORX. 

, 

SUB-GROUP 1 
PIN PUNGrURES 

a ~I Cl-~; ~ 
~~ 

-96 
courtesy of Robert Patkin 

TYPE X1A NY DIE I February 1 (1881 ) NEW YORK, N.Y. 
The only two known Type X 1 A Die I cancels are shown on this page. 

TYPE X1 A NY DIE I February 2 (1881} NEW YORK, N.Y. 
The Leavitt machine was involved, between 1876 and 1882, in several tests 

on cards in New York using a Type B cancelling die. There were 
two more New York tests in 1881 on Group X letter machines. 
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SUB-GROUP IA 
PIN PUNCTURES 

Boslon's experimental Type X-D 
cancelling die used a 25.0 mm. Die D dial 
with an 8-baJ oval canceler measuring 24.5 
mm. x 18.5 mm. The two copies have an 
inverted "C" service letler. 

TI1e fine lettering in t11e dial shows little 
wear suggest.ing the Die D dial was originally 
used in the Type X-D cancelling die before 
being 
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installed in Boston's Type D-1 cancelling die. 
1\'Pe D-1 cancels arc known in three periods, 
the earliest 1s February 25, 1882, and the latest 
is October 9, 188 t.. 

The facts suggest the two known 3rd 
Class C:\.'Jlerimental cancels designated as Type 
X-D were used prior to February 25, 1882. 



SUB-GROUP lA 
PIN PUNCTURES 

• 
• • 
• 
• 
• 

Total of six needle 
punclures, 3.3 mm. apart, in 
one grouping. The height mea­
surement of the six needles is 
16.5 mm. It is similar Lo Lhe 
Sub-Group l needles but with 

TYPE DIAL DIE 

X-D D 

A.. H. ROFFE & 00.'8 

SUllSClllPTTON AGENCY, Ju 
11 Bmdcl~ t\., Beat=>, Mau., 

ICrt'LO ~ """' "'''""".: \trl; ""U Foa•to,. • 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES, 
AT CLUB RATES. 

:,cuJ yo111· uthlrc'• liw t·rce Cu~11logue and 

'tJn; 'l'HI:: l'HICES. 

a clifTerent spacmg. 

Boslon 1s t11e only ciLy knmm to have 
used the Sub-Group IA classification . 

CITY KNOWN USE 

BOSTON 3rd Class (1882) 

TYPE XO DIAL D 3rd Class ( 1 882) BOSTON, MASS. 
The above 3rd Class cancel is now classified as a Sub-Group 1 A. The two 
known copies have six needle marks in one group measuring 16.5 mm. in 

height. They both show an inverted "C" service letter. 
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SUB-GROUP 2 
PIN PUN crURES 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Two groups, e<tchgroup 
with four neccUc puncLUres . 
Measurement bcl:\'\'een each 
needle pw1ct11re V<u'ies bcl:\Yeen 
5.0 mm. and 5.5 mm. 

Distance between the 
two groups of four needle 
mark.., ,·mies between 23.0 mm . 
to 24.0 mm. The OYeraJI mea-

TYPE D IAL DIE CITY 

XI B I BOSTO:'\ 
Xl B II BOSTO:'\ 
X2 B BOSTON 

XI A II ~E\\' YOH!\. 

XI A II \''ASHINGTO:'\ 

Fi1.•1 .A 1· U !.'.·,·s, 
2 PAHK. ~ll<l'C:I, l\l)·.ro~ 

OhJ•Ch of Ari a• .J Bm~~• or4c; 

------~~;) 

surement of both groups wmes from 55.0 
mm. to 56.0 mm. 

The date~ of use suggest l:\vo Group X 
cxpc1imental letter machines were constructed 
for use in rhe three cities. It's possible one of 
lite machines in Group 2 was refurbished and 
used in Group I. 

Tlu-ec cit1es ;ire knmm in Sub-Group 2: 

KNO~'N USE 

Scptc111he1 ao. 1881 - Dcccu1hcr 20, 1881 
December J 1, 1881 - December l..J:, 1881 
Dcccmber20, 1881-April 19, 1882 

Ocrohe1 11, 1881 - Ocrohc1 19. 1881 

Octohe1 a1, 1881 - ~O\'Cmhc1 18, 1881 

-~ .. ...._ 
~-

TYPE X1 B DIE I September 30, 1881 BOSTON, MASS. 
The Type X1 B is an example of Die I with a Dial B. It is the earliest known 

experimental cancel classified in Sub-Group 2. 
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SUB-GROUP 2 
PIN PUNCTURES 

The Group X ex'}JerimentaJ cancels on 
lellers and cards is a.n interesling area for study 
due to the "vide range of varieties. 

are known to ha\'e used three different diaJ 
dies, nine canceller dies in five Sub-Group pin 
puncture types and two varieties of TRANSIT 
markings. 

Boston's experimental letter machine 

DIAL A 

24.0 mm. 
Wick "S" 

"MA..5S." 17 .0 mm. 

BOSTON'S 
XI-A X3-A 

X'T-Aa XT-Ah 

BOSTON 
DIAL IDENTIFICATION 

DIALB 

24.0 nun. 
Narrow"S" 

"MASS." = 15.0 mm. 

BOSTOi'\'S 
Xl-B I & II 

X2-B 
X3-B 

X3-2B I & II 
X-i-B 
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DIALD 

25.0 mm. 
Wide "S" 

"MASS." - 14.5 mm. 

BOSTON'S 
X-D C-3 
D-1 D-2 



SUB-GROUP 2 
PIN PUNCTURES 

TYPE X1 B DIE I December 18, 1881 BOSTON, MASS. 
This letter shows a 2-cent vermilion adhesive paying a local letter rate for 

December 18, 1881. Note the 18 under 5 PM, a clerks error shows the year 
date was inverted. The two groups of four pin markings have been circled. 

TYPE X1 B DIE I 

' /i;7 50 _ /15j~ 
~~~,}?~(a 

J~a,,~cy:~-
Ya.z.-d/' 

October 1 881 BOSTON, MASS. 
The Type X1 B Boston cancels are known using only a service letter "D". The 

3rd Class use shows the day and time slugs were removed. The Die I canceller 
has a thin, flat top bar. 
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SUB-GROUP 2 
PIN PUNCTURES 

~~~o 
cf66 @faak;ik-n ~ 

-

9~. --
NEAR ALL THE GREAT STORES ANO FIVE THEATRES. 

Rc•t 1.ocAtioo in lheCity, :md Charges ReaSOnQb) a~.-. • ~ ~~ 
ALi;o, RooMs ON Tn& EvRor&AN PLAN. , 

1'. A. BAllKJm, M"6v.r,rr />V 

,/j'~~-/ur ~~ ~ 

?~nr~~ 
~/ 

TYPE X1 B DIE I October 28, 1881 BOSTON, MASS. 
The Dte B dials that show the Sub-Group 2 needle marks are designated as 

Type X1 B cancels. This Type X1 B Die 1 has a 24 x 19.5 mm. 
10-bar oval canceller, with eight short bars. 

Return t1. ')LAPP & BAILEY, 
f. O. Box 1144, BOSTON, Mw., 

II not delivered within 5 de.ya. 

courtesy of Unknown Patron 
TYPE X 1 B DIE II December 14, 1881 BOSTON, MASS. 

This Sub-Group 2 cancel designated as Type X1 B has a Die B dial. There are 
three examples of the Die II and all have a "C" service letter. The only date 

reported is December 14, 1881. 
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SUB-GROUP 2 
PIN PUN CTURF.S 

j 

t)~ . di " u.) · ~ 
: ,-. 

- ~ ~ 
'I.: i" 

· . 
.. . .lo ' 

' · 

TYPE X1 B Die II December 14, 1881 BOSTON, MASS. 
The Die II cancelling die has the 10 bar oval canceller measuring 24.0 mm. x 

19.0 mm. The top bar is round and not flat as in Die I. Die II has ten short 
bars on the right. 

~~ooDWARD & 
~-t.· .0(/ 

~~ '9-1 
~~ GENERAL ~ 

COMMISSION MERCHANTS. 
No. 88 MURRAY STRBET, 

Ni.W YOR IC. 

.•. 

.. 

... 

courtesy of Gilbert Levere 
TYPE X1 B NY DIE II October 14, 1881 NEW YORK, N.Y. 

The New York cancel designated as Type X1 B has a Die II dial and unlike the earlier 
Die I, only service letter "C" is known. Copies are known only for October 14, 1881 , 

and October 19, 1881 . 
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SUB-GROUP 2 
PIN PUNCTURES 

eanKer's Patent /:', 
~. Cl.I.Jc 

O· SWINGING CAN. 6 t 
THE SA.PEST, MOST :RCONOltllCA.L A.ND 

BEST SHIPPING CA.N IN lJSE. 

If uncalled for in 7 

days, return to 

~ I Platt Strl'l't, :>i. \'. 

Agent fur Oollier Oo'a Oold Pressed Oa.ator Oil. 

' / 
i ( ; r 

,('. 

'{ . / 

TYPE X1 B NY DIE II October 19, 1881 NEW YORK, N.Y. 
The ten barred oval canceller measures 24.0 x 20.0 mm. with eight short 7.0 

mm. bars on the right. The two copies reported of Die II are shown, 
above and on preceding page. They are rated extremely rare . 

. 
DR. s. ~·m:~~IE'S, "WILSONIA" MAGljE-~~, 

14 Winter Street. / () 0 "-\ ~ - - ~ 
BOSTON, - MASS. Q' Q_; O [ r; iQ 1- \ ;:---=--

~
PM .::-..=:-- ·; 
b I :-:..=-...::-· 

1.1A5$· --...;.....,..., ... ......."' ' ~=: ... -=-=-==.: ~; 
I -~--~-=---=:!:. 

TYPE X2 DIAL B December 30, 1881 BOSTON, MASS. 
Type X2 cancels have 17 horizontal bars with seven oblique cuts that slope 

down to the left . A dial B was used in this type. The "WILSONIA" 
magnetic garment guaranteed to cure all ills . 
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TYPE X2 DIAL B 

SUB-GROUP 2 
PIN PUNCTURES 

Third Class 1 882 BOSTON, MASS. 
The indicia lines in the dial were removed for Third Class use. The letter 

enclosure is dated February 1, 1 882 

MOUNT HOPE IRON CO. 
Nails, Spikes, Plate and Band Iron, 

No. 137 Miik St., corner of Oliver, 

BOSTON. l\IAss. 

Retur11 ((1101 delit•ertd i11 6 <lay1. 

.~ --­_.._.,, -~ .. .......,. --.--r 
_. .-..- ..ic .... -... " ............. _.._,._,,,. .-::. 
.......... ~.._.09"_. ~ 
... .. JI~-

.. .... ·----.....-.---"'· ,. ~_,, ~-- ; 

, _.__.. ~"- -
.._. .. _ ... , ... H•' -

~ ...... ~~ · .. --- . ,,. ..,...,,.,._ .. __ . 

TYPE X2 DIAL B January 4, 1881 BOSTON, MASS. 
The new Boston canceller with 17 bars measures 41 .0 mm. x 25.5 mm. with 

seven diagonal cuts. The "81" year date was used in error. The correct 
"82" slug arrived too late. 
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A. H. ROF1· E: t'l.:; C<J 'S 

~l L~L'ld l'TI()\ :\1 :E\CY. 
:: :::::!:!l :.: .• !:::~::. ?:::: 

\ U .• \\11 I 

l\T CLUn f?AT~!". 

~.·1 ·! \ ,• t .... , , -., I 1111 

.\di . JI I' t I 

SUB-GROUP 2 
PIN PUNC1'URES 

L ,..,. - • ; ,,._ ::- : ,.-. -~-
• -- .. ,,. - - ·- . -.. ..__ .. -'-·• --- --·~-- ·~~-_:-_::::-

![--M-: :Jr--/ I]~ 
~~~ 

~( 
courtesy of Robert Patkin 

TYPE X2 DIAL B January 10 (1881) BOSTON, MASS. 
Discovery of the earlier "81 " date error resulted in reversing the year slug to 
show an inked bar in place of the year date error. Type X2 is known used 

from December 20, 1881, to April 19, 1882. 

11is -yoUTH'S OOMPA.Nzo 
't A Weekly Pilper }[, 

ror YOl!ng 1•t:op1t .. anti lhU l"amtly. 

41 Tcmvle l'IAce, l!oaton, Mate. 

J>_\l,-ltcrnrn II 1101 C"llctl lur lo ten days. 

( 1/ 7 '/ / f 
( 

f£nc ,., · o /t - \ •-'~ 

(l)APH 19 7 . 

/ 

./\ </ / 
, / f it /- I 7 V (I (/ 

TYPE X2 DIAL B April 19 (1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
To show Third Class use the time and year were removed. In 1882, these Type 

X2 cancels slope down to the right. This Type X2 cancel 
with a Dial B is the latest reported use. 
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SUB-GROUP 2 
PIN PUNCTURES 

~j)E\Ar ill ii© ~~~JI!D " - .. ~ --- ~ 
C. c. SARGENT, 

f.\©~Jri!J1~~-~ ~~1 ~~"nfrHJ~~ v~ r--. -:' '8 nJ.h""' 'J'l r}f" -; --~ -.... 

_/c-({J_ ~-~~~;N~;r_'!Jl~~~ 
51.5C!IS.53 ND.MARKET 5T.-806TON 

I ELC:l'll11Nt·: :l't f">. 

TYPE X2 DIAL 8 Third Class 

CORINTH, 

VT. 

BOSTON, MASS. 
Note the early 1 880' s typewriter use on this illustrated cover printed in red 

ink. The indicia was removed prior to Third Class cancelling. 
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TYPE X1 A WASH II 
WASHINGTON,D.C. 
October 31, 1881 

An early Die II cancel 
showing the continued 
Washington use of 
the Dial A. It also 
shows that the 
machine had a 
capability to 
cancel extra 
long letters. 

~· 
...... 1 

;.; "? - ~ ,s ~ 

SUH-GROUP 2 
PUNCTURES 

I 
.: 

.t 

::: £ ~ 
~§·~ · ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~~<r""J~f§~;--~--;;::-~~: __ -_ .. =r-~--;~~~~~~-,-~~~~~~~~.:..:::.~~~__J 

~\ S t# N $ lJ - TYPE X1A 
,~ -~ .s /;j .:: ... f;;J ~ - .. o WASH DIE II 
~ t::; ~ ... :q~z 

Ey ~ ;z ! 5 ll ... ···'····'/ WN~:~:b~;~~:,~·if, 
;;: 0 q ,.$/ 0 .$"#. -
i;.f €¥ - ... ~~~ -o(,,; ~ 'Q r":" ~ : The feed system in the Type X-1 
~ ___ '"'"(.,-<> 
~ ;:::: ,: 0 ii.::;:: Washington machine designated as Die II 

.~~~ -~ ... ~"": with a Sub-Group 2 cancel. With two 

'~ ~ ::s ~ § o-.. groups of four pins each. Envelope shows 
~ §. .._:Z eight pin marksin their correct position . 

.$' J Reason for the odd placement of the cancel 
ff appears to be from slippage seen in the eight 

inked bars. The bottom canceller bar and 
portion of the dial doesn't print. Three days 

later one sees no indication of an inking problem. 

248 



SUB-GROUP 2 
PIN PUNCTURES 

\. 

~~g~~ 
faa~~--Z> 

~·~ 

TYPE X1A WASH II November 18, 1881 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Group X cancels are usually seen on letters and rarely found on postal cards. 

The Die II cancels are reported used October 29, 1881, to November 18, 
1881 . The type was used for 21 days. This cancel is the latest known use . 

... ............ , .... "" .......... -.. _,"' 

';i·~ I .., I ... . " . 
-:,~ : 

JI ........ • 

"' . 
-c-- -- -- --...-

! I 

. , 11 : 1 1, ( ;, I ( I I ( /1) 
I • I I 

JI ~ 1 I ' 
(' ,{/ I ,J ,.· ()-,'/ /11 U' >-·Cf I ( 

'----- I ..... - 1·- - - I 

-·() , • ' , If A Ir ; II (/ I l I ( ( ( (, I (. .t' 1-·. <7 { ( f ~- 7 I 
' , 

J II! fr ' /It' ;/fl' t1 
... . ..... -- .. - ~ ---- - -

TYPE X1 A WASH Ill November 27, 1881 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Interestingly, Die Ill cancels are seen from November 27, 1881, to October 30, 

1 882, but only two cancels are reported for 1 881 . This Washington dial is 
known for all Group X cancels. 
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• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

TYPE 

X-1 
X-1 
X-1 

X-1 

SUB-GROUP 3 
PIN PUN crURES 

Two groups of ptmcture 
with each group having three 
neecUe 1n;u·ks. The measure­
ment between puncture marks 
is 8.0 mm . 

Distance between tJ1e 

two groups of Lhree needle 
mark groups is 2-l mm. o,·erall 
height measurement of Sub-

DIAL DIE cm· 

I* PHILADELPl lIA 
A I PI IILADELPIIIA 
B II PI-II LAD ELPI IIA 

BALTl~tORE 

Group 3 caucels \'a.rics from 55 to 56 mm. 

Dates suggest that two machines were 
used 111 this sub-group. The machines were 
new or lllay be from two older experimental 
machines refurbished wi1.h new or modified 
feeding plates 

Only two cities are knmm in Sub-Group 3: 

fu'\;0\V:"\ USE 

(December, l881) only 
December 2, 1881 - December 3, 1881 
December 10, 1881- January11, 1882 

Decelltber 7, 1881 -January6, 1882 

* Third class cancel "~thout the dial portion of tlte die. 

JME.A.R.~EJT R.::l!J.PC>R.T C>P 

-W-0 0 ~~~~1 ==~ ~~t . l>, --OW"r. 
Justice, Bate~~---

PHILADELPHIA. 

cour1esv of Roherf Patkin 

TYPE X1A PHIL DIE I December 2. 1881 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
An unusual smaller diameter canceller used December 2, 1881, and 

December 3, 1881 . 
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nox 

SUB-GROUP 3 
PIN PUNCTUHES 

PH;!LADELP::S::J:A._ 

/y. J2 C/"-Y/.rz..'L-- k 
/:J 

C--U '/ 2. -c ~,,~--;? 
-1 

t'. ,)._ /(_/(__ ? 

TYPE X1 A PHIL DIE I December 3, 1881 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
The Die I cancelling die shows the small 24.0 mm. dial combined with a 10 bar 

canceler having a convex left end. A length of 49.0 mm. and height of 24.0 
mm. The cancel is extremely rare. 

JohQ WyelQ & Brother, 
)\lanufacturing Chemists, 

J?lil:LADELJ?Hl:A. 

Jt nol called for '!l'lthin TEN DAYS, Poalmaater 
Tiii 1ilease return. 

TYPE X18 PHIL DIE II December 16, 1881 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
A new, larger dial with a different canceller was installed by December 10, 

1 881 . Dte I and Die II cancels show the "81 " year 
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llET"t;RX Tt) 

ALFRED LEE, Jr., 
206 South Fourth St., 

Pu1L.\DP.r.rtu.\1 !'A.. 

SUB-GROUP 3 
PIN PUNCTURES 

TYPE X1 B PHIL DIE II January 5 (1882) PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
The Die II cancelling die differs from Die I in that the convex left end does not 
match Die I. The larger dial is 25.5 mm. compared to 24 mm. Early examples 

in 1882 show no year date. 

CHARLES H. HOWELL 41. CO., 

FRANKLIN WHITE LEAD and COLOR WO • 

212, 214, 216 R AC E S T R E E T, 0.. J AN I .I .:> u t\rl 

PHILADELPHIA. 02 
PA. 

courtesy of Norman Shachat 
TYPE X1 B PHIL DIE II January 11, 1882 PHILADELPHIA, PA . 

The "82" year is seen by the second week of January. The Die II cancels 
are known from December 10, 1881, to January 11, 1882. Leavitt 

experimental cancels reported for Philadelphia are unusual. 
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SUB-GROUP 3 
PIN PUNCrURES 

Return to THOMAS KENSETT & CO., /_\:L 
122-128 West Falls Avenue, BALTIMORE, Md., l/t. fit 

If not delivered within 5 da.ys. . / f. 

courtesy of William Maisel 
TYPE X1 SALT December 10 1881 BALTIMORE, MD. 

The Group X experimental letter machine was used briefly for 31 days in 
Baltimore. Five copies are known with three being poorly inked. Reported for 

December 7, 1 881, to January 6, 1 882 

- ~, _.,.,..,. /~~iiiiiiiii 

'\ ;0 
. \ ~. 6 . ~ ~.:. 'l) 

1· I I " - . i 

duuzfla;-~ 
I V-v \/ '1 _ Y&~t ( /l 1-t-( / 

{ ) 

TYPE X 1 BAL T January 6 ( 1882) BAL Tl MORE, MD. 
With a one cent circular rate to Germany the enclosure indicated a transit time 
of 17 days to Wismar. Dial is 24.5 mm. and the oval 10-bar canceller is 24.5 x 

19.5 mm. with eight 10 mm. bars. 
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• SUB-GROUP 4 
PIN PUNCTURES 

• 

• 

Two grnups of neecUe 
punctures v.itJ1 each having 
only two punctmes. The 
mcastu-ement between each 
puncture mark is 15.0 mm. 

The two groups are 
sep<lrated by 25 mm .. With an 

Two cities are known in Sub-Group 4: 

TYPE DIAL DIE CITY 

Xl A III \VASHINGTON 
XI A III \\' ASIIIXGTO~ 

(Tnumt ~faiJ) 

X3 A A BOSTON 
X3 B 13 BOSTON 
XT A a BOSTOi\' 
XT A b BOSTON 

X3-2 B BOSTON 
X3-2 B II BOSTON 
xi B BOSTON 

o,·crall height varymg from 55.0 mm. to 56.0 
mm. 

Sub-Group •t cancels suggest that three 
Lca,·itt e:\-pcnmentaJ machines were used, one 
machine in \V ashington and two ma.chm cs in 
Boston. 

KNO\VN USE 

November 27, 1881 - October 30, 1882 
FebruaJ) 1, 1882 - Febntai)' 22, 1882 

September 1, 1882 - September 27, 1882 
:'\ovcmbcr l, 1882 - November 3, 1882 
:".: ovembct l 0, 1882 - :'\ ovember 13, 1882 
:-\o,·embcr 1-f., 1882 - December 29, 1882 

September 9, 1882 - 3rd Class, 1882 
Octobe1 2, 1882 - December 30, 1882 
3rd Class ( 1882) - 3rd Class (1882) 
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SUB-GROUP 1 
PIN PUN CI'URES 

- -

' 

TYPE X1 A WASH II February 1, 1882 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Tests were conducted in Washington to mark transit mail. Two copies are 

known; February 1, 1882, and February 22, 1 882. 

TYPE X1 A WASH Ill March 27, 1882 WASHINGTON, O.C. 
Examples of Group X experimental cancels on penalty or postal cards are very 

rare. The reason for this rarity suggest clerks were instructed not to cancel 
cards due to the pins having difficulty in penetrating the hard card stock. Cards 

would cause the pins to bend or break. 
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lino~ C&Jled tor Wit.bin 10 daya retaro to 

SUB-GROUP 4 
PIN PUNCTURES 

J. F. SAUM & CO. ~ 
General Commission Merchants 

l'or the sale or ll'LOU 1!1 GRAI!!L F ARAI 
.A.ND PLANTATIO.l'I PRODuars, 

Sole Agent.a In the Dlaulot ror 
PA TENT EGG CARRIERS 

.A.ND SPLINT' 
-WIBll ToP BA.Bur Coon-

.ho. 925 .Zouu1ana .1§.ye11#e, 
W A.8BDTGTOW, D. O. 

TYPE X1 A WASH Ill February 17, 1882 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Three different Washington cancelers were installed during the experimental 
machine testing. The same dial was used in the three trials with a different 

Sub-Group pin setting for each. 

-Jcc-u~/ ~~~ 
/tfJc~t:?"rr &0/ 

'-fl~_/ 

TYPE X3A DIE A September 1 (1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
Type X3A cancels have an A dial with a 17 bar canceler having a 6 mm. 
channel between the paired bars. Overall bar width is 42.0 mm. This is 

the earliest use of Type X3A. 
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~fl-- ;<tw~ 

l Raymond's Vacation Excursions. r 

SUB-GROUP 4 
PIN PUNCTURES 

I All Tnvtlll1•1 £xpt'n ... l11du<4,J 

I w RAYMOND, I. A. WHITCOMB:.;,· --~.....-
~ 2./0 IP'ulll:inuto11 St., Boiton. 

~~JP~c~~~~~~~-~w~ 
r ·-.!1A SC~) 

efay~YrYl; 

TYPE X3A DIE A Third Class (18821 BOSTON, MASS. 
The Leavitt cancels with no date indicia are common for the Third Class Group 
X experimentals. The same cancel and corner card on another letter shows it 

was received on September 28, 1882 . 

..,_....~-­- - -

/<~~A~= 
o~~ 

-4/ 
TYPE X3B DIE B November 1 (1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
This 17 bar canceller with a 6 mm. channel between the paired bars was used 
earlier 1n Type X3A cancels. Only the Boston dial is changed in Type X3A and 

X3B cancels. 
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TYPE X3B DIE B 

SUB-GROUP 4 
PIN PUNCrURES 

November 3 ( 1 882) 

............ 4 ----- ........ - ·-. 

BOSTON, MASS. 
This envelope was posted to East Boston to pay the local 

postage rate from Boston. The Type X3B cancels are known with a B dial 
between November 1, 1882, and November 3, 1882. 

courre.\1 of Robert Stendel 
TYPE X3·2B DIE I September 9 (1882) BOSTON, MASS. 

This partial cancel was probably caused when the pins failed to penetrate 
the hard card stock. The pin scraping under "CA" of POST AL CARD was 

caused by the top pin not penetrating the card. No pin marks are 
seen for the second and fourth pins. 
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TYPE X3-2B DIE I 

SUB-GROUP 4 
PIN PUNCTIJRES 

Third Class (1882) BOSTON, MASS 
The long score marks that appear under the cancel were the probable reason 

for the far right impression on the cover The stamp was not cancelled 
so the letter processed again. 

TYPE X3-2B DIE I Third Class (18821 BOSTON, MASS. 
This Type X3-2B cancelling die used the B dial in Die I and II. The Die I has 17 

bars, thin oblique cuts and a thin 5 mm channel. Die II has 1 6 bars, wide 
oblique cuts and a wide 9 mm. channel. 
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SUB-GROUP 4 
PIN PUNCTURES 

- --------·-­, __ 
---- ... 6' ,.,._._.. -.. -­----· , __ 
------.... ~ .-.,. 
,_ .... 

~~~"-P~~ 
~ r?_(_~~'~ 

'?£-~~.IA--­
~ 

TYPE X3-28 DIE II October 2 ( 1 882) BOSTON, MASS. 
This Die II is the only reported cancel with the month, day and time. All 

other known copies are Third Clas with no indicia. The Die 1 and Die II cancels 
are very rare. 

-----~ ____.. ... ·-­-- -----A , ..... _,,,. ..--- -----____ ,, 

r" .-.-.~ -------.. _ .. 
TYPE X3-28 DIE II BOSTON, MASS. 

This Die II cancel shows the B dial in Type 
X3-2. The 9.0 mm. channel is clearly seen 
separating the pair of 17 bars. Bar width is 
15 mm., height is 24 mm. and oblique cuts 

are wide. 
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SUB-GROUP 4 
PIN PUNCTURES 

_ ,,, ;-__ 
_.... _____ I, ...... - .,-.__,., .. - ~ ... ..., .. ..,,, .,,...,., -- • ' ---... ____, - · ; •.a..,,, .. 
,. -· ... , ..­
JI' • -- ~ ...... ---· _. ..... . -.-- i~ 

, ~~ ... -~ 

TYPE X3-2B DIE II 3rd Class { 1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
A few large 3rd class letters of the same type apparently were posted in Boston at the same 
time. This same cancel appears as Type X3-2B, Die II. Majority of cancels were used as 3'd 

class . 
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SUB-GROUP 4 
PIN PUNCTURES 

Since the pubhca1ioJ1 of The Descni;tit'e 
Catalog of LEA FJTT J1ACIIINE 
CAN CELLA TJO,\:S' by Fr:1J1k B. Su·a1to11 i11 
1985, only one new Boston experimental 
cancel has been c.liscon:rcd. 

The Boston lettci is marked b} Sub-Group 
1 pin punctures and the Die B dial that has 
extensive wear "·hen compared with othe1 
cancels witl1 a Die B d1:iJ. The worn dial docs 

DIAL: BOSTON I MASS 

suggest tJ1e new Leavitt cxvcrimentaJ letter 

machine "''as used ,·e1y late 1882 or very early 
in 1883. 

An acU1es1,·e st:irnp is known with a partial 
impression of a I 0 ha1 canceler tl1at is 
undoubtedly fro111 the same cancelling <lie. By 
usmg both measu11.!llh.'llt5, we are able to 
reconstruct the c;u1cclc1 showmg a 10 bar 
canceler split unequally by a 9 .0 mm. channel. 

2 1.0 J111n. Die B DiaJ. 

C\;..:CELER: 10 h01izon1al ba1s han: a ~l.O 111111 channel. 
\\'1d1h of the bars, left side IS l<i.0 111111. 
\Y1dth of the bars, right sicle is 20.0 m111. 
lle1ght of the 10 p;iirecl b;u·s is '.2:~ . .'> 111m. 

TYPE XI. 

CA~CELLEH 
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TYPE X4 DIAL B 

SUB-GROUP 4 
PIN PUNCTURES 

ci:-c@9':JrndllRAMt c£
11

, 

JkndO/Vlw . 
Aj 

Third Class (Undated) 

. .. . 

BOSTON, MASS. 
The new and unique Group X cancel from Boston has been designated as a 

Type X4. The needle marks on the cover are the Sub-Group 4 type. 
Cancelling die is a B dial . 
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TYPE XT DIE a 

SUB-GROUP 4 
PIN PUNCTU RES 

-
'--' 

November 10 ( 1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
In November 1882, a new concept was used in Boston for a brief period. A 
Boston machine was used with a TRANSIT slug in the dial. Die a shows the 
slug on the 3rd line. The Die b slug was probably moved to the top line for 
better visability. The Type XT is the only daily used Leavitt cancel without 
the bar canceller. Dial A was used in the TRANSIT markings. Die a known 

used November 10th to November 13, 1882. 

TYPE XT DIE b November 14 (1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
After four days of using the TRANSIT slug on the third line, the slug was 

inserted in the first line of the indicia. Die b markings are known from 
November 14, 1882, to November 29, 1882. 
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SUB-GROUP 4 
PIN PUNCTURES 

0 

TYPE XT DIE b December 20 (18821 OSTON, MASS. 
The Boston TRANSIT marking shows late use for Die b. The letter was posted 

in Andover, situated 25 miles north of Boston. The cover has a Medford 
address, a Boston suburb. The transit mark was applied the same day that it 

was posted. 

A Boslon machine was used "~d1 a 
TRANSIT slug in the dial. Die a shows tJ1e 
slug on the third line. The Die b slug was 
probably moved to Lhe top line for better 
visibility. The Type XT is d1e only daily used 
Leavitt cancel without die bar canceler. Dial A 
was used in the TRANSIT markings. Die a 
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ki10\\11 used November 10, 1882, to 
November 13, 1882. 

In this srucly, the TRANSIT dies have been 
reversed from d1e 1985 catalog for easier 
sequential listing and die identity. 



SUB-GROUP 1 
PIN PUNCTURES 

The example on this page sho•..vs 
use of the A dial. Envelopes that carry 
transit marks show pin punctures 
proving clearly they are created by 

experimental Leavitt machines . The 
TRANSIT die was transformed to a 
Type XT die by removing the Die A 
dial and inserting a TRANSIT sJug. 

TYPE X3A DIE A September 4 (1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
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LEAVIT'T' CANC ELLATI O N SUMMARY 

GRO UP A RECTILINEAR PO STMARKS 

T YPE A-1 E BO STON I MASS. 

POSTMARK 
DIE 

CANCELL ER ONE VALUE 
GUIDE RARS DIMENSION CORK KNOWN OSAGE 

Prototype 7 I loriz. 60.0 + x 17 .. Smm. 1 2. 0 I Ill Ill. I I 15 '7.5 L 

TYPE A- 1 BOST ON I MASS. 

POSTMARK CANCELLER 
DIE fiARS S IZE 

TWO 
CORKS 

I I Oblique 

TYPE Al/2 

POSTMARK 
DIE C.\NCELLJ.::R 

(None) 

TYPE A-2 

POST~ARK 

DIE 
CA:'\CELLER 

fi ,\RS 

9 Oblique 

TY PE A-2 

POSTM >\RK CANCELLER 
DH. 8 .\RS 

II 9 Oblique 

~7x I 7 10 mm 

BOSTON I MASS. 

DI \1F.NSION 

BOSTON I MASS. 

DIMENSIO:'\ 

2:U) x 17.5 111m . 

BOSTO N I MASS. 

D I ~•1 E:'\ SI 0 :'\ 

2:~.0 x 17.5 mm . 
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KNOWN 
USAGE 

ADDED VALUE 
PREM. GUIDE 

0 I 06 76 - 06 08 76 CO\'Cr 

01 06176 - 03 11 76 Postal 
G 
II 

0 l 06176 
with 2 Stamps H 

l st Day use K 

KNOWN USAGE 

02 02 76 

K\'O\V:'\ US:\G E 

02 '09 '76 - 03131 176 
03 09 7 8 - 0 ill I 78 

VALUE 
GUIDE 

K 

YALUE 
GUIDE 

D 
E 

VALUE 
K:'\ O W:-: CSAGE GUIDE 

O·t., 0176-09, 2377 C 
09 ' 2.5177 - 03/04/ 78 D 

77 JuLY E 
J.\:'\ (1877) E 

Im·er1 cd (;>.:o\') 6 76 E 



LEA VITT CANCELLATION SUMMARY 

GROUP J\ RECTILINEAR POS'T'MARKS cont'd 

TYPE A2-NY NEW YORK (N.Y.) 

POSTMARK CANCELLER \'ALUE 
DIE BARS DIMENSIO:'-J KNOWN 'CSAGE GUIDE 

9 Oblique 22.0 x 17.5 mm. 06 l 0 76 - 06' 28176 H 
08.'1 i 76 - 10, 07 / 76 J 

TYPE A -3 BOSTON I MASS. 

POSTMARK VALUE 
DIE CANCELLER Ll':TTER KNOWN USAGE GUIDE 

II 17 .0 mm. Ring c 12/2.i/ 77 - 03/--/78 E 
1877 llSC G 

Posl Carel J 

17.0 111111 . Rim~ c 03 11 78 - 0 i 03 78 F 

TYPE A4-NY NEW YORK (N.Y.) 

POSTMARK C \;'\CELLER VALUE 
DIE B.\RS DIMENSIO:'\ KNOW:'\ L:S:\GE GUIDE 

II 7 Horizontal 23.0 x 18.0 llllll. 02 21 78 - 02 23 78 K 

GROUP B ELLIPTICAL 8 BAR CANCELLER 

'T'YPE AB-NY(31) NEW YORK (N.Y.) 

POSTNIARK O\'AL VALUE 
DIE C.\'.\'CELLER DI~1E\TSION :'\UMBER KNOWN USAGE GUIDE 

8 I\:irs 25.0 x 19.0 31 02 26 78 - 03 01 78 J 
Fch 26 use K 

II 8 lhrs 2-L.5 x 18 .. 5 31 02 2G 78 - 03 25 78 G 
Fe Ii 2G use H 
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LEAVITT CANCELLATION SUMMARY 

GROUP B ELLIPTICAL 8-BAR CANCELLER cont'd 

TYPE B-NY(31) NEW YOHK (N.Y.) 

DIAL O\'AL 
DIE - DIA. CANCELLER DIMENSION NUMBER 

I 23.8 mm . 8 Bars 25.0 x 20.0 31 

II 23.5 mm . 8 Bars 24.0 x 21 .5 31 

TYPE B-NY(32) NEW YORK (N.Y.) 

DIAL 0\'AL 
DIE - DIA. C.'\:"\CELLER DIME~SIO\' :"\l1MI3ER 

II 23.5 mm. 8 Ba rs 24.0 x 21.5 32 

TYPE B-NY(33) NEW YORK (N.Y.) 

DIAL O\.AL 
DIE - DIA. CANCELLER OIMENSIO:'\ NUMBER 

II 23.5 mm. 8 Bars 2·k0 x 21..5 

TYPE B-NY(3l)Q NEW YOHK I N.Y. 

DIAL OVAL 
DIE - DIA. CANCELLER DIMENSION NCMRER 

Q 25.0 mm. 8 Bars 21.0 x 19 .. 5 31 

TYPE B-NY(33)A NEW YORK I N.Y. 

DIAL O\'AL 
DIE· DI.\. CA:'\CELLER DIYIE:'\SION :'\L'MBER 

A 25.0 mm. 8 Rars 2.5.0 x 20.0 
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VAL GE 
KNOW:'\ lJSAGF. GUIDE 

03/ 26/ 78 - 07/ 22/79 D 
Firs! Day - 03/ 26 178 F 

03 27 78. 01 16179 E 
1879 use F 

\'.\LL'E 
K:'\O\V~ US.\GE Gt'IDE 

0-~108178 - - - - L 

\'ALUE 
KNOWN USAGE GUIDE 

08 27 78 - - - - L 

VALUE 
KNOW\' USAGE GUrr>E 

11 06 80 - - ....... - - L 
0 I 0 ~ 8 1 - 0-~ 2-~ 8 l K 

VALUE 
Ki'\"OW~ CSAGF. GU IDE 

011782---- L 



LEA VJ'TT CANCELLA'TION SUMMARY 

GROUP B ELLIPTICAL 8 BAR CANCELLER cont'd 

TYPE B-1 BOSTON I MASS. 

DIAL OVAL SERVICE VALUE 
DIE - DIA. CANCELLER DIMENSION LETTER KN O WN USAGE GUIDE 

Ca 23.5 mm. 7 Bars 24 .. 5 x 19.0 C/ D 0410.5178 - 07131/79 A 
Time Second Li11c 0 i 05179 - 0 i 15 79 E 

Time First Linc 08 12 79 02 23 80 E 
Time Seco11d Linc 05115, 80 - 07 08/80 E 

TYPE B-2 BOSTON I MASS. 

DIAL 0\'AL SER\'ICE VALUE 
DIE - DIA. CANCELLER DIMENSIO~ LET TER KNOWN CSA.GE GUIDE 

Cb 25.5 mm. 8 Bars 21 .. .5x21.0 C/D 08/01/79 - 04/ 08/ 80 B 
"V" notch 0 7 /16/ 80 - I 2/30/ 80 c 

First Day 08/01 / 79 E 
Service Lcller C ' D 

TYPE B-3 BOSTON I MASS. 

DIAL OVAL S ERV ICE VALUE 
DIE - DlA. CANCELLER DIMENS ION L f:TTEH KNOWN USAGE GUIDE 

Cb 25.5 mm. 8 Bars 21..5 x 21.0 C / D 01 03 81 - 02 23182 B 
"\ "' notch Scr\'icc Letter C c 

Year Date Bar 0 

TYPE B ALBANY/ N.Y. 

DIAL O\'AL Sf:RVICE VALUE 
DIA, C ANCELLER DIMENSIO:'\ Lf:TTF:R KNOW~ lJS:\GE GUIDE 

25.0 mm. 8 Bars 2 L5 x 20.5 mm. CID 09/04/79 - 06124/ 81 D 
"\'" llOlch Service Lcllcr D E 

Month 0 11 First Line F 

TYPE B ATLANTA/ GA. 

DIAL O\',\L SERVICE VALUE 
DIA. CANCELLER D IME:'\SION LETTF:R KN OWN USAGE GUIDE 

24.0 mm. 8 !hrs 2·L5 x 21.0 mm .. c 02105181 - - - L 
"\"' notch 
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LEAVITT CANCELLATION SUMMARY 

GROUP B ELLIPTICAL 8 BAR CANCELLER conl'd 

TYPE B BALTIMORE,MD. 

DIAL 
DIA. 

O\'AL SERVICE 
CANCELLER DIMENSIO~ LETTER 

23.5 mm. 8 13ars 25.0 x 20.0 mm. D 

TYPEB BROOKLYN I N.Y. 

DIAL OVAL SERVICE 
DIA. CANCELLER DIMENSION LETTER 

2.5.0 mm. 8 Bars 2 L.5 x 20.5 mm. C I D 
"\'" notch 

TYPE B BUFFALO/N.Y. 

DIAL OVAL SER\'ICE 
DIA. CANCELLER Dl!vH:NSTON LETTF.H 

25.0 mm. 8 Bars 25.0 x 2-1-. .5 111m. C / 0 
"\'" norch 

TYPE B CHICAGO I ILL. 

DIAL O\':\L SERVICE 
DIA. CANCELLER DIMENSION LETTER 

24.0 mm. 8 Bars 2.5.0 x 21.0 mm. 2 

TYPE B CINCINNATI I 0. 

DIAL O\'AL SF..R\'IC'E 
DIA. CA:'>/CF..LLEH DIME~SIO:'\ l ,ETTEH 

24.0 mm. 8 Bars 25.0 x 24·.0 rnrn. D 
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VALUE 
KNOW): USAGE GUIDE 

03 0179-o.i15 s2 
First Day 03 01 79 

KNOWN USAGE 

08 06, 79 - OG 2 I 8 1 
S<'n'iC(' Lc-ttc-r C 

Time- 011 First Line 

KNOWN USAGE 

I 0. 23/79 - 02 10 ·P92 
Time First Line 

Transposed Dit' 1891 
Dial Only 1891 - 1892 

KNOWN USAGE 

()()110/79 - 11 107/79 
Complt'le Impression 

K~OWN USAG F. 

06/l 0179 - 12/08/ 79 
Y car Date Bar 

A 
E 

VALUE 
GUIDE 

D 
E 
E 

VALUE 
GUIDE 

A 
c 
J 
D 

VALUE 
GUIDE 

E 
G 

\'ALCE 
GUIDE 

G 
G 



I 

LEAVITT CANCELLATION SUMMARY 

GROUP B ELLIPTICAL 8 BAR CANCELLER cont'd 

TYPE B CLEVELAND I 0. 

DIAL 0\'AL SERVICE 
DIA. CANCELLER DIMENSION LETTER 

2k5 mm. 8 Bars 2i.5 x 20.5 mm. C I D 
"V" nolch 

TYPE B DAYTON/ OHIO 

DIAL OV:\L SERVICE 
DIA. CANCELLER DIMENSION LETTER 

23.5 mm. 8 Bars 21 . .5 x 20.0 mm . C / D 
"\'" llOIC'h 

'J'YPE B DETROIT I MICH. 

DIAL 
DI/\. 

O\':\L S EHVI CF. 
CANCl·:LI.EH DIME:'\SION LETTI: R 

\'ALUE 
K:'\'OWN USAG f. GUIDE 

l 0 28 79 - 07 13 80 G 
11 05 8+ - 05 23 8.5 G 

Service Lc·tlcr D II 

VALUE 
K\'OWN lJSAG F: GUIDE 

07 1080-02209 1 B 
Rece i ,.in~ 7'.1ark B 

VALUE 
KNOW:'\ USAGE GUIDE 

2 ~.o mm. 8 Bars 2 L.'i x 20.!i 111111. D 11 0:-S 79 - 01 02 81. c 
F 
E 

"\"'notch 7'.1onrh First Da~ S('(o11d Linc 01 2:~ 86 - l l 2.'i 86 
Year Oat<' Bai 

T'YPE B HARTFORD I CT. 

O\'.\L SER\'ICE DIAL 
DIA. CANC't·:LLER DIMENSION Lf:TTEH 

25.0 mm . 8 Bai~ 21.0 x 19.5 111111. CI D 

TYPE B INDIANAPOLIS/ IND. 

Dl.\L O\'.\L SERVICE 
DIE -D IA. CANCELLER DIME\'SION LETTER 

25.0 mm. 8 Bars ~.5 x 20.!i C / D 

VALCE 
KNOWN USAGE Gl'IDE 

02 · 17183-1202189 B 
Complete Impression E 

Scrdce Lt'llet D D 
Bluish-Black Ink D 

V:\LlJE 
KNOW~ USAGE GlJlf)E 

06 ;rn 1 19 - os 2218 ~ c 

JI 26.0 111111 . 8 Bai\ 2.5.0 )( 20 . .5 C / D I 0 0 7 8·1 - 09 0 119 2 B 
Time 011 First Line D 

Latest Lead11 09 0 I 92 G 
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LEAVI'TT CANCELLATION SUMMARY 

GROUP B ELLIPTICAL 8 BAR CANCELLER cont'd 

TYPE Il KANSAS CITY I MO. 

O\'A L SEH\'ICE DIAL 
DI/\. C.\:'\CF.LLER DIME~SION LETTER 

24.0 mm. 8 I\ars U.5 x 19.5 mm. CID 

TYPE B LOUISVILLE I KY. 

OVAL SF.RVICE DIAL 
DIA. CA'.\JC'ELLER DIMF.NSION LF.TTER 

23 . .5 mm. 8 B;irs 2.5.0 \ 21.0 111111. D 

TYPEB NASHVILLE I TENN. 

DIAL O\".\L SERYICE 
DIA> C.'\.~C'ELLER DIMENSIO'.\: LF:TTER 

2,LO 1111n. 8 Bars 2.5.0 ~ 21.0 11llll. 0 

'T'YPE B NEW AH K I N .J. 

DL\L O\' \L SEH\'ICE 
DIA. CANCELLER DnH.i'\SIOX LFTTf:H 

2,k 0 111 Ill. 8 B;1rs 2 L5 x 20.0 111111. c 

TYPER NEW ORLEANS I LA. 

Dlf\L O\'AL Sl::JWICE 
DIE - DIA. CA'.'\CELLER DIMF..:'\SION LETTER 

I 23.5 mm. 8 Bars 2.5 () \ 20 .. 5 c 

II 25.0 mm. 8 Bars 2.5 0 x 20 . .5 c 
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VALUE 
K;\'O\V:'\ l'SAGE GVIDE 

12.'0l / 80 - 0.51l .P88 
Bluish Ink I 883/ 84 
2 3 Cancel 1883 88 

D 
D 
E 

VALUE 
KNOWN USAGE GUIDE 

07/15 79 - I I 06 80 H 

\'.\LL'E 
KNOW'.'\ L'S.\GE GUIDE 

07 31179 - 03 30 185 E 
Bluish Ink 1881 F 

\'ALOE 
K:"O\\':'\ US\GE Gl'IDE 

10 ·01 80-12128 ,91 D 
2 ·0 Print 1885188 E 

VALUE 
K:\'O\V:"' l1SAGE GUIDE 

07 1 i 79 - 01/12/80 
1880U~e 

Bluish Ink 

0 1/24-180 · 0.5 11 80 

G 
II 
II 

II 



LEAVITT CANCELLATION SU MMARY 

GROUP B ELLIPTICAL 8 BAR CANCELLER cont'd 

T YPE B NO RWALK I O HIO 

DIA L 
DIA. 

O\'.\L SER\' ICE VALUE 
KNOWN CSAGE GUIDE 

25.0 mm. 

CANCELLER DIMENSION LETTER 

l 3 I Ioriz. 22.0 x 26.0 mm. 
with d1C' space 

D 

TYPE B PHILAD ELPHIA I PA. 

06/04/ 83 - 0 ~/ 24/84 
0 ~/ 24/85 - 03/ 01 / 86 

0 1/ 2.5 88 
Year Da l<' Bar 

F 
G 
G 
G 

D IAL O\'AL SERVICE VALUE 
KNOWN USAGE GUIDE D IE - DIA. CANCEL LF.R DIMENSION LETTER 

23 . .5 mm. 8 Ba rs 2.5.0 x 21.0 mm. D 

I 23.5 mm. 8 Bars 2.5.0 x 21.0 mm. 3 

II 25.0 mm. 8 Bars 2-L5 x 20.5 mm. D 

06 06 7!) - I IJ l l/79 

II 2179-10 21 / 88 
09 23/87 - l l / 03/ 87 

H 

c 
0 

ComnH'mora1 j,·e - l 0 ' 24 82 G 
Commemorative - 09 15 87 G 

12 '02 79- 12 05 82 E 

TYPE B PIII LA DELPHIA, PA. I STA. B 

DIAL 
DIA. 

26 .. 5 Ill Ill. 

O\'.\L SEHVICE 
CANCELLER DIMENSION LETTEH 

8 Bars 24.5 x 20.5 mm. D 

T YPE B PIT T SBURGH I PA . 

DIAL 
DIA. 

26.0 mm. 

O\'.\L SERVICE 
CANCELLF.R DIMENSION LETTER 

8 B;irs 2+.5 x 20.5 mm. C I D 
"\'" notch 

TYPE B PROVIDENCE I R.I. 

O\'.\L SERVICE 
CANCELLER DIMENSION LETTER 

24.0 mm. 8 Bars 2·L5 x 19.5 mm. D 
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VALUE 
KNOWN USAGE GUIDE 

04/18/ 85 - 01 102/ 86 K 

VALUE 
KNOWN USAGE GUIDE 

I 0 30 79 - 06, 23 180 
Sc r"in· Lcucr D 

J 
J 

VALUE 
KNOWN CSAGE GUIDE 

10 0.518() - 0.5 25/ 82 D 



LEAVITT CANCELLATION SUMMARY 

GROUP B ELLIPTICAL 8 BAR CANCELLER cont'd 

TYPEB RICHMOND IV A. 

0\'AL SERVICE DIAL 
DIA. CANCELLER Dl~1E;-\SJON LETTER 

VALUE 
K:-.: OWN USAGE GUIDE 

25.0 mm. 8 Bars 25.0x21.0mm. C 09/ 27/80-01 , 13/82 E 
Co mplete Impression J 

Monlh - Day First Line 1880 F 
Month First and Day Second Lint- E 

TYPE B ROCHES'rEH IN .Y. 

DIAL O\':\L SERVICE VALUE 
DIA. CANCELLER Dn1ENSION LL::TTER K~O\VN US:\GE GUIDE 

2.5.0 111111. 8 Bars 2<L5 x 20.5 mm. c IL 02/79 - 0.5109185 E 
"V" 1101ch 

TYPE B ST.LOUIS I MO. 

DIAL O\':\L SERVICE VALUE 
DIA. CA:'\CELLER DIMENSION LETTER KNOWN USAGE GUIDE 

23.5 mm. 8 B;irs 2.5.0 x 21.0 mm. CI D 06 28 79 . 0.5 28 87 A 
Service Lrtrer C F 
Year Date Bar D 

Plus Dayton Rec'd E 

TYPE 13 SAN FRANCISCO I CAL. 

DIAL OVAL SERVICE VALUE 
DIA. CA?\C'EI.LER DIMENSION LETTER KNO\V.:\l USAGE GUIDE 

24.5 mm . 8 Bars 24.5 x 20.5 mm. C / D 09 2.-1.; 80 . 11 05,90 Il 
Service L<'tlcr D E 

TYPE B TOLEDO I 0. 

DIAL O VAL SERVICE VALUE 
DIA. CANCl·:LLER DIMENSION LETTER KNOWN USAGE GUIDE 

26.0 mm. 8 Bars 2 L.5 \( 20.5 llllll. D 11 21 79. 09 27187 n 
"\'" 1101ch 1879 Usr E 
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LEAVITT CAN CELLATION SUMMARY 

GROU P B ELLIPTICAL 8 BAR CANCELLER cont7d 

TYP E B W ASHINGTON I D .C. 

O\"AL SER\'ICE DIAL 
D IA. CA:'\CELLER D IME:'\SIO:\' LETTER 

25.0 m m. 8 Bars 2·L.5 x 19 . .5 mm. CID 

YALT.JE 
K:'\OW:\' l'S:\GE GUIDE 

11 18 79 - 03 2-1- 82 E 
Bluish Ink 1879 E 
Year Date' Bar F 

DC'libcratc 111\'crt 1880 G 

GROUP C HORIZONTAL BARS 

T YP E C-1 BO STON I MASS. 

DIAL B.\H 
DIE - D IA. C'A:'\C'ELLl~R PAIR 

Ch 2.5.5 mm. I 2 I lori7.. 6 

DIMENSIOi'\ 
VALUE 

K:'\O\V:'\ I "SAGE GUIDE 

2:~.0 x 17.0 m m . o:~ OJ 82 - o:~ 23 82 F 

TYPl•: C-2 BOST ON I MASS. 

DIAL B.\R 
DIE - DIA. C.\NC'ELLE.R PAIR 

Cc 26.5 111111. 12 llori7.. 6 

DI ~vt E.N SI 0:-\ 
YALVE 

KNOW:\' l.lS:\GE GCIDE 

23.0 )( 17.0 mm. 0:1 :rn 82 - oi 15 82 c 
0.5 :H 8 2 - 0 I 2-t 8-t. A 
0 I· 2.5 8 i - 0 I 2<i 85 C 

TYPE C-3 BOSTON I MASS. 

I) IAL BAR 
DIE - DIA. CANCELLER PAIR 

D 2.5.0 m m . 12 1 lonz. 6 

DIMENSION 
VALUE 

K:-\0\VN OSAGE GUIDE 

2:~ . 0 x 17.0 111111. 1 1 0 ·1·1 8.5 - 07 19/86 c 

TYPl<: C BALTIM O RE I MD. 

Df.\L 
DI.\. 

26.0 mm. 

B.\R 
C':\;\' CF.LL ER P.\ IR 

12 I loriz. 6 

D 1\1 E:'\ S IO~ 
VALUE 

K:'\OW:\' l 'S.\G E GUIDE 

2-1-.0 x 11.0 111111. o.s 12 82 - oi 30 87 A 
T\' 0 Di~it Year 86 F 
One Di~it Y car 7 G 
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LEAVITT CANCELLATION SUMMARY 

GROUP C HORIZONTAL BARS cont'd 

TYPE C WASHINGTON I D.C. 

DIAL 
DIA. 

24.5 mm. 

B.\R 
CA:'\Cf:LLER PAIR 

H Iloriz. 6 
6 Pair - Bar 

DI~ENSIO:N 

23.0 x 21.0 mm. 

VALUE 
Kl\'O\VN USAGE GUIDE 

Top and Bollom 

oa, 31 /82 - 04102191 
Time First Linc 
Year D:llc Slug 

A 
D 
D 

GROUP CT 1-IORIZONTAL BARS 

TYPE C'T WASHINGTON/ D.C. 

DIAL 
DIA. 

2..i. 0 111111. 

13.\H 
CA:'\CELLF.R P:\IH 

6 1 lonz. i'\o 

DI\t1ENSIO:'\ 
VALUE 

K'.\!OW:'\ lJS.\GE GCIDE 

2-L.5 x lu.O 111111 . 11 rn 8.5 - 01/18 86 E 

TYPE CT INDIANAPOLIS I IND . 

DIAL 
DIA. 

2.5.0 11\lll. 

BAH 
C.\NCF.LLER P.'\IH 

6 I lori z. No 

DIMENSION 
VALUE 

KNOWN USAGE GUIDE 

2 ·u x 16.0 mm. 02 ' 2.5 8() - 0 1./20/ 86 J 

GROUP D HORIZONTAL BARS 

TYPE. D-l BOSTON I MASS. 

DIAL B:\R 
DIE - D IA. C.\:'\CELLER P:\IR 

D 25.0 mm. 18 Horiz. 

Dn1F.l\'SIO:'\ 
VALUE 

K~OW~ l'S \GE GCIDE 

2.5 .0 x 22.0 mm. 02 25 82 - 06 l 0 82 
2 :~ Pnnls 0() 15 82 - 06 20 82 
Full Pri11l 06 20 82 - - - --

D 
E 
F 

Secoml Period 01 28 8 ~ - 0 I 19 g.i D 
Third Period 07 · 21 1 8~-100984 D 
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LEAVITT CANCELLATI O N SUMMARY 

GROUP D HORIZONTAL BARS con t 'd 

TYP E D-2 BO STON I MASS. 

DIAL BAR 
D IE - DIA. CANCELLER PAIR DIMENSIO:\' 

VALUE 
KNOW~ USAGE GGIDE 

D 25.0 mm. 19 Horiz. :\'o 27.0 x 23.0 mm. 0 I, 27185 - 08, 09/ 85 D 

GRO UPE ELLIPTICAL 8 BAR CANCELLER 

TYPE E BOSTO N I MASS. 

D IAL OVAL SERVICE VA LUE 
D IE - DIA. CANCF:LLER DIMENSION LETTER KNO\V:'-J USAGE GUIDE 

I:: 26.0 mm. 8 Bars 2·k.5 x 19.0 mm. D 08 17 8G - 07 08 90 A 

GROUP X EXPERIMENTAL CANCELS 

SU B-GROU P 1 

TYPE XlA BOSTON I MASS. 

10 BAR NUMBER OF 
OVAL SERVICE HO RIZONTAL VALUE 

DIAL DIA. CANCELLER LETTER BARS - WIDTII KNOWN USAGE GUIDE 

A 2i.O 24 .. 5 x 20.0 c 8+8 7 mm. Ja n 188 1 - L 

TYPE XlA NEW YOHK / N.Y . DIE I 

10 BAR NUMBER OF 
O\'.\L SER\'ICE IIORI7..0~T.\L YA LUE 

DI:\L D IA. C,\NCELLER LETTER BARS - \VIDTII K :\'O\V:\' USAGE GCIDE 

.\ 2 k5 25.0 x 20.0 c 8 -10111111. 02018 1 -020281 K 
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LEA VI'fT' CANCELLATION SU MMARY 

GROUP X EXPERIMEN'T'AL CANCELS 

SUR-GROUP I cont. 

TYPE XlA WASHINGTON I D.C. DIE I 

10 BAR NUMBER OF 
O\'AL SERVICE HORIZONTAL 

DIAL DIA. CA:\'CF.LLER LETTER BARS - \VIDTII 

A 25.0 24.5 x 20.0 c 8 - 10 mm. 

SUB-GROUP lA 

TYPE X-D BOSTON/ MASS. 

10 BAR NUMBER OF 
0\'AL SER\'ICE HORIZONT.\L 

DIAL DIA. CAi'\CELLER LF:TTER B.\R.S - WIDTH 

0 2.5.0 2-L'i x 18.5 In\'.C (Nont>) 

SUB-GROUP 2 

TYPE XlB BOSTON I MASS. 

10 BAR i\'UMBl::R OF 
OVAL SERVICE HORIZONTAL 

D IAL DIA. CA'.'\CELLEH L£TTER BAHS - WIDTH 

B 24.0 24.0 x 19.5 D 8 - I 0 111111. 

TYPE XlB BOSTON I MASS. 

10 BAR NUMBER OF 
OVAL SERVICE IIORIZONTAL 

DIAL DIA. CANCELLER LF..TTF..l~ BARS - WIDTH 

B 2-t..O 2-1.0 x 19.0 c 8-10111111 
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\'ALUE 
K:-\0\V.:'\ USAGE GCIDE 

02/08/ 81 - 04/02/ 81 H 
Penalty or Postal Card J 

VALUE 
KN O WN LSAGE GUIDE 

rnrcl Class 1882) K 

DIS I 

\'ALGE 
K:'\OW.:'\ lJS.-\GE GC IDE 

09 :rn 81 - 121201s1 
Year Date Bar 

DIE II 

G 
II 

VALUE 
KNOW:'\ USAGE GUIDE 

1 2 I ~ 8 I - 1 2, l i , 8 l K 



LEAVITT CANCELLATION SUMMARY 

GROUP X EXPERIMENTAL CANCELS 

SUB-GROUP 2 cont. 

TYPE X2B BOSTON I MASS. 

CANCELLER PAIRED VALUE 
DI.\L DIA. BARS Dl\1E:'\S IO~ BARS Cil.\:'\NEL CCTS KNOWN USAGE GUIDE 

B 2+.o 17 11 x 2.5.5 :\o (;'\ o) 7 12r20/ 8 1 -0ttl9/82 G 
Year Date Bar H 

TYPE, Xl B NEW YOHK I N.Y. DIE II 

IOB\R :'\l ' MBEHOF 
OVAL SER\'ICE HORIZOXT.-\L VALUE 

Dl.\L DI:\. CAXCELLER LF.TTEH IL\RS - WIDTH K:'\OW:'\ USAGE GGIDE 

B 21.0 2+.o , 20.0 c 8 - 7 111111 . IO 1-1- 81 - 10 19 81 K 

TYPE XlA WASHINGTON / D.C. DIE II 

10 13.\R XC:".1BER OF 
O\'.\L SER\'ICE HORIZO;>.;T.\L 

Dl.\L DIA. CA;>\Ci-~LLER LETTER BARS - WIDTH 

.\ 25.0 2.+.0x19 .. 5 c 8 - 7 llllll. 

SUB-GROUP :3 

TYPE XIA PII ILAD ELPII IA I PA 

BAH LF.FT CANCELLJ.::R 
DIAL DIA. CANCELLF.R SIDE DIMENSIO;>.; 

A 2+.5 I 0 Ilori.G. Convex .t.9.0 x 2·k0 

(No Dial) 10 I 101 i.G . Convex 19.0x2t..0 
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VAL GE 
K:'\ OW:\ US.\GE GUIDE 

10 12981-111881 
Posl;tl Card 

DIE I 

J 
K 

VALCE 
KNOW;>.; USAGE GUIDE 

12/02 181-12/ 03 18 1 K 

(:·hd C lass 1881) J 



LEAVITT CANCELLATION SUMMARY 

GROUP X EXPERIMENTAL CANCELS 

SUR-GROUP 3 cont. 

TYPE X-1 R PHILADELPHIA I PA. DIE II 

BAH LEFT CANCELLER 
DIAL DI.\. C.\NC'ELLER SIDE DIME'.'\SION 

B 25 . .5 I 0 I loriz. Convex ..J.9.0 x 2-kO 

TYPE XlA BALTIMORE/ MD. 

1 0 BAR N lJ:\ m f, R 0 F 
O\':\L SER\'IC£ HORIZO:'\T.\L 

DL\L DI:\. C.\~CELLER LETTER BARS - WIDTII 

.\ 21-..s 2i...s,19.5 D 8 - I 0 111111. 

St;B-GROUP ''· 

TYPE XlA WASHINGTON I D.C. 

10 BAR NUMBF.R OF 
OVAL SERVIC£ I-IORIZONTi\L 

DIAL DIA. C.\N C£LL£H Ll·~TTER B.'\.HS - WIDTII 

A 25.0 2·1..0 x 21.0 c 8-1011un. 

TYPE X3A BOSTON / MASS. 

\'ALUE 
KNOW:'\ USAGE GUIDE 

12 1(),81 - Ollll t 82 
1882 Use 

J 
K 

VALUE 
K~O\V~ L'S.\GE GUIDE 

I 2 07 81 - 0 l 06 82 K 
Pos1al Carel K 

DIE III 

\'ALUE 
KNOW:'\ US/\G E GUIDE 

11 27 81 - 10/30/82 
1881 Usr J 
1882 Use E 

Transi1 Marking 1882 H 
lklth<'t al<' In,·c1 l 1882 F 

DIE I 

C \:'\CELI.ER P.\IRED \ 'ALU£ 
Dl.\L DI.\. BARS DIMF.:'\SIO:'\ B:\HS C JI.\:'\\'EI. CTTS K:-\0\Vi'\ US:\GE GUIDE 

.\ 2·1.0 17 -12.0 x 2.5.0 Yes 6.0 111111. :"\o 09 0 1 82 - 09, 0,~ 182 J 
:~1 cl Class -(09 28 ,82) H 
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LEAVI'r'r CANCELLATION SUMMARY 

GROUP X EXPERIMEN'T'AL CANCELS 

SlJB-G RO UP 4 cont. 

TYPE X3B BOSTON I MASS. DIE II 

CANCELL ER PA IR ED VALUE 
DIAL DIA. BAHS DIMENSION BARS C IIANNF:L CUTS KNOWN USAGE GUIDE 

13 24.0 17 42.0 x 25.0 Yes 6.0 111111 . No I 1/01 / 82 - 11 /03/ 82 J 

TYPE X 3-2B BOSTON I MASS. DIE I - DIE II 

CANCELLE R PAIRED VALUE 
DIE DIAL DIA.BARS DIMF:NSION BARS C HAN:'\ F:L CUT S KNOWN USAGE GUIDE 

B 24mm . 17 ~o x 2.s . .s Yrs 5.0 llllll. l.2.5 09 09 82 - ~frd Class 82 J 

I I B 24 mm . 16 -1-1 x 2 ~.5 Yrs 9.0 mm. 1 . .50 10/02/ 82 - 12/ 30/ 82 H 

TYPE X4B BOSTON I MASS. 

CANCF:LLER BAR VALUE 
DIAL DIA. BARS DIMENSION WIOTII C HAN NEL CUTS KNOWN USAGE GUIDE 

B 2~.0 10 ~5 x 23 5 16&20 9.0 mm. None 3rd Class 1882 L 

TYPE XTA BOSTON I TRANSIT I MASS. 

DIAL DIA. on: TRANsrr C:\:'\ CELLF:R KNOWN USAGE GUIDE 

A 21H) a First Linc :--:one 11/10/82- 11 / 13/82 G 

:\ 2·1.0 b Thircl L111c None 11 ' l ~/82-12 29 182 E 
(Dies rei't'nNI fiow 1985 c,1/<ilog .1 
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CANCELLATION VARIANTS 

VALCEADDED 

INDICIA VARIAi\TS PREMIUM 

TIME INDICIA s 5.00 Half-hour A.M. 
5.00 Half-hour P.M. 

25.00 Inverted time 
5.00 Missing time 

None Time size (rype AB-NY) 
See Summ<uy; Date line error - page 296 

10.00 European style date 
15.00 Unusual times 

DAY INDICIA 20.00 Dar inverted 
10.00 Day seriITed or missing 

MONTH INDICIA 15.00 Month in\'erted 
20.00 Month error or missing 

YEAR DATE 20.00 Year missing 
20.00 Ye<u- date im·erted 

IND I CIA 20.00 No indicia or mond1 only 

BARS 10.00 Spacer bar 
See Sununaiy; Year date b;u· - page 307 

DIALS See Summary; Dial only (BuITaJo) - page 308 

CANCELS 20.00 Two or u10re cancels 
:--.Jone Panial cancel 

FACING ERRORS 5.00 Im·erted and one normal 
5.00 Irn·crted - one cancel 

10.00 Im erted and re\'crsed 

SERVICE LETTERS ~one Twisted or inverted 
25.00 Sen·icc letter missing 

CANCELLATIONS See Summ;u)'; l1m~rted - deliberate - page 316 
See Sununat1·; Colored ink - page 317 

None Inked omets 
25.00 Penally c;u·ds 
50.00 Overseas use 
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T IME VAR I ANTS 
A.M. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE: ON THE OTHER 

TYPE A-3 

TYPE 8-TOL 

March 14, 1878 
Very early time - "4 A.M." 

Premium - none 

August 1 6, 1883 
Time of "10 AM" 

Premium - none 
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TIME VAR IANTS 
A.M. 

NOTHINC BUT THE AOORESS GAN er l'LACEO ON THIS Sll,J( 

TYPE 8-TOL November 11, 1885 
An unusual time - "9 50 A M" 

Premium - 15. 00 

WRITE THE ADDRESS OH THIS SIO E- TttE MESSAC E ON THE OTHEH 

TYPE B-2 November 26, 1880 
Time of "11 30 AM" 

Premium - 5. 00 
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TIME VAR IANTS 
P.M. 

:.1.3 0 :'. M . 
WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE A-2 

TYPE C-WASH 

tfdi.-bt/; @/' ~ r!J. ?~d:~z.c-6 
/rf ~ke/f!/v 

April 22, 1876 
Half-hour time - "3.30 P.M." 

Premium - 5. 00 

<R-. tA. ~~ 

&~ 
BOSTON, MASS. 

Sc'; . O. ~d:. ~o~. 
12c._.~ 

ri,___~-~ 

February 24, 1891 
Very late t ime - "11 PM" 

Premium - none 
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TIME VA RI ANTS 
INVERTED 

·~: Ct 
WRITE THE AOORESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSAGE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE A-2 April 19, 1876 
Inverted time slug - "12 M" 

Premium - 25. 00 

NOTH INC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BE PLACED ON THIS SIDE. 

TYPE C-BALT September 1 (1882) 
Inverted time slug - "11 PM" 

Premium - 25.00 
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TIME VARIANTS 
MISSING 

NOTHING BUT THE ADDRESS TO BE ON TH•S SIDE. 

---#~~~~ 
~~ tl 

TYPE 8-SF June 27, 1888 
Time is missing. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

Premium - 5. 00 

·-
NOTHING BUT THE ADD ESSTO BE ON THIS 510£. 

>MJlC/~ 
CJ A / 

TYPE B-IND DIE II June (18, 1891) INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
Time, day and year missing (month only). 

Premium - 20. 00 
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TIME VARIANTS 
T IM E SIZE 

4.30 P. M. 
WRITE TH[ A.ODRlSS ON THIS ~ 10 (-THE MESSA.CE ON THE OTHER 

First National Bank, 

Nunda, 

N. Y. 
TYPE AB·NY DIE I March 1, 1878 NEW YORK (NY) 

Large vs. small time size · Large "P. M." 

Premium - none 

-

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

_.-,,r,.r-~~---

/ ~<;?'~ 
TYPE AB·NY DIE II March 6, 1878 NEW YORK (NY) 

Large vs. small time size · Smaller "P.M." 

Premium - none 
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TIME VARIANTS 
FIRST LINE 

-----

TYPE B-BUF January (24, 1888) BUFFALO, N.Y. 

TYPE C-WASH 

Time on first line - "9 AM" (day slug missing) 

Premium - 20. 00 

{~ '.,, : _J_ 

} , 
~ . •, ....... 

April 10, 1882 
Time on first line - "7 PM" 

Premium - 20. 00 
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TIME VARIANTS 
DATE LINE ERRORS 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE - THE MES SAC£ ON THE OT HER 

TYPE A-2 

~~d_{?~ 
Cj°'1d_v ~ 

/}/}A~ ... 

January (20, 1877) BOSTON, MASS. 
Date line error - Day and year missing. 

Premium - 75.00 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS StDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE A-2 July -, 1877 BOSTON, MASS. 
Date line error - Year date and month reversed with no day 

slug. Reverse shows no day. 

Premium - 75.00 
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DA TE VARI ANTS 
EUROPEAN 

TYPE C-BALT September 9 (18821 
European style date - "9 SEP" 

TYPE E 

Premium - 10. 00 

Jlolbi1)3 bulltJeadclresslobe09i ·s 

O\N . ~. 

October 8 ( 1886) 
European style date · "8 Oct" 

Premium - 10. 00 
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DAY VARIANTS 
INVERTED 

WRITE THE ADDRESS OH THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE OH THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-St.L 

TYPE 8-KC 

November 5, 1879 
Day slug inverted - "5" 

Premium - 20. 00 

June 21 (1886) 
Day slug inverted - "21 " 

Premium - 20. 00 
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TYPE 8-3 

DAY VARIANTS 
MISSING 

April (20, 1881) 
Day slug missing - (20) 

Premium - 10. 00 

NOTHINC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BC PLACED ON 'THIS SIDE. 

TYPE 8-KC 

f}JJ& 

January (5, 1883) 
Day slug missing - (5) 

Premium - 10. 00 
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DAY VARIANTS 
INVERTED/SEH IFFED 

WRITE THE ADDRESS OH THIS SIDE - TH E MESSACE OH THE OTHER 

lf ~tfe/~£: . . .. 
~MA/~~ 
~--~ 

TYPE A-2 

TYPE 8-St.L 

I 

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
November 9, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 

Inverted day and year - "9, 76" 

Premium - 75.00 

April 11 (1883) 
Seriffed day slug - "11 " 

Premium - 10. 00 
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TYPE C-3 

TYPE 8-BUF 

MO NTH VARIANTS 
INVERTED 

January 23 (1886) 
Month inverted - "JAN" 

Premium - 15. 00 

February 5 (1892) 
Month inverted - "FEB" 

Premium - 15. 00 
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MONTH VARIANTS 
WRONG/M ISS ING 

TYPE 8-NY DIE I January 1, 1878 NEW YORK (NY) 
Wrong month - "JAN" (Error - actually June) 

Premium - 20. 00 

... -----· ..... 

WRITE THE ... ooRESS ON 1 HI s SI OE-THEM ESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-ROCH (March) 31 (1881 l 
Missing month - (March) 

Premium - 20. 00 
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YEAR VARI AN TS 
MISS ING 

le 0 ~ ·~ 
rA A ; 

JAN . . 
61. 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SI OE-THE MESSAGE ON T'iE OTHER 

TYPE A-2 January 25 (1877) BOSTON, MASS. 
Missing year - (77) No year in January or early February1 877 

Premium - 20. 00 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS (\IDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

,,/~ /:?~ -;/ d­
el)~~ ~~~c:/~ 

~;_ /~ . 

TYPE B-1 July 18 (1878) BOSTON, MASS. 
Missing year - (781 Some year dates do not print. 

Premium - 20. 00 
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YEAR VAR IANTS 
I NVERTED 

WR ITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-lHE llfSSACE ON THE 0 

TYPE 8-BUF 

TYPE 8-DET 

~toductrs ®a~it ~or~ct ~tatian ~tblt, 

(ti I m/r I VJ (ja<J ~ -fJ.U£. / ~"t1'i:-t1n-tlnl. 

August 7, 1880 
Inverted year date - "80" 

Premium - 20. 00 

J :l Jl/ , tit., , 

BUFFALO, N.Y. 

~ r I i~ ) I ; / .. ./, / (/ 
L.,_,J( ( ~.. C( ( 'y (~ !'~ ,/ . I I • -

.' _;) 
. ! / &:; 

October 21 , 1881 
Inverted year date - "8 1 " 

Premium - 20. 00 
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INDIC IA VARI ANTS 
MISSING or PARTI AL 

~~~~ 

TYPE B-SF 

-J (, 

~(#~ 
~ 

(July 3, 1889) SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
Missing indicia - No month, day or time 

Premium - 20. 00 

TYPE 8-IND April (20, 1891) INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
Partial indicia - Inverted month (APR) no day or time. 

Premium - 25. 00 
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V /\HIANTS 
SPACER BARS 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE tHSSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE A-2 

~ ~T~AL B,WK, 

~~% 
September 16, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 

Inked spacer bar - Bar between the date and time. 

Premium - 10. 00 

~.. • ... .i!::-. 
WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE A-2 December 13, 1877 BOSTON, MASS. 
Inked spacer bar - Bar seen under the time. 

Premwm - 10.00 
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VARIANTS 
YEAR DATE BAR 

M.l\R 19 
. , ;-J I 

. :.. J -
, I ' ' """'I • 

- ' 1--' ·:;, / 
WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSAGE ON THEOTH~ 

TYPE B-3 March 19 (1881) BOSTON, MASS. 
Year date bar - (80) year slug reversed to print a bar. 

Premium - 40.00 

TYPE C-WASH December 8 {1887) WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Year date bar - (87) year slug reversed to print a bar. 

Premium - 40.00 
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VARIANTS 
DIAL ONLY 

NoTHINC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BC PLACED ON THIS SIDE. 

TYPE E March 21 ( 1887) BOSTON, MASS. 
Dial only - Probably two cards were cancelled together with the top card 

receiving the canceller portion. 

Premium - none 

TYPE B-BUF November 18 (1891 l BUFFALO, N.Y. 
Dial only - Intentional canceller removal. (Buffalo only) 

Premium - 40. 00 
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CANCEL VAHIANTS 
TWO IMPRESSIONS 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

courtesy of Robert Patkin 
TYPE A-2 May 15, 1877 BOSTON, MASS. 

8 

Double cancellation - First cancel has a "1 P.M." time and second cancel 
shows "2 P.M.". 

Premium - 20. 00 

~ ·~) '~ T 0 N 
!\,~ I\ s s. ~ 
A~. 7. · 
.30 A. · 

WRITE T.HE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSAGE ON THE OTHER 

courtesy of Robert Parkin 
TYPE A-2 January 7, 1878 BOSTON, MASS. 

Two impressions - Slippage was the probable cause of the two cancels. 

Premium - 20. 00 
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CANCEL VAHIANTS 
PARTIAL/MULTIPLE 

WAITE THE AD::'AESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE B-2 October (1 Ol, 187(9) BOSTON, MASS. 
Partial dial - Very poor registration of the cancel. 

Premium - none 

TYPE C-1 March 2 (1882) BOSTON, MASS. 
Multiple cancels - Three cancels are visible on this card. It is 

doubtful the card was processed three times. 
Slippage ? 

Premium - 20. 00 
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(/)0 
r- 0:: 
z 0:: 
<~ 
~0 
<: z 
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~ 

r; 
I>-<~ .~PRAYER 
') ~IW it~ ltl'~~1A HKABLE ANSWERS. 
C..I --OnC'fu:v. WM.\\'. PATTON, D. D. 

WHAT I S SA I D OF JT. 
"The b1>0k wlll be •P••IRlly mluable for reference, knt.I will 

htj" J>OW~rfol t11c1mthe to "pedal P"'.\'ttr, ant.I a great comfort. 
to \Wotlt-••·t111. '"-?,;,, ,..·, Ht1nt11 , IJo..•ton 

"'l'hl• N>o11pllatfon ot r.r,1 •• I• l>\rl(e, wide In It• •Urvey, WM• 
llerl'ul In It.< r\'KUlt.•.''-N"" York o~sm:u. 

"Whlltt c1>11ftt111lng th~ f,.lth of Chri.t.l•o" who hnve be•ri 
tr1111ble•I l)y lnflJel 80phi.trlc•, ltt •IDl't' of lilt•Pled fiwt&, ao•I It• 
H!"llfA.o 1't''-"')1ltf1g Wiii be l'l'"rl\n:.t-1y lt'1QC Utteful to those O( firmer 
lnlth.''- l1lt1tio11nl &fltl#. Plli(Nltlphia.. 

11 1t fllJf\Ufuh lo WOt1JPrft1l ll&rr&tl'fe:!'t (RN not Dlt\n)' Ofllod',s 
doh•K" w11o111 .. ru1 !J buL It cont•ln• no 1<Lnciu<'<I, utrav"ltf'nt, 
A.ml f1tnf"frut th<"Ory uf prayt'r.0 - Chrhtift" ()bJ,rt•tr, /,nuiu•ilf,, 

.. 'Onu •u•h ract ,.. the mAny here pre!!4)lltod goes far towal'd 
Mf•~LUng all th~ Ad•e ..... theories or tbe pbllosophors. The 
book I• an lot•,..atlnl( one to reR•I. &nd wJll be fouo\ uouriabiog 
to r1tfth.•'-n' nmg1't1ttttfon1i:liu1 BnJ.10,... 

"The wrlto•r .. •n>s to ha.e ll•ken M<e to llOUoent\cate m<1•t 
of the narr .. u .. , which he p:he•; Indeed. in nui.ny lo•tane..~ the 
nltwe; nA.m~ O( th<'N wbn lend lum ltat...mentB &re a Jtufflcient 
1tu•rut7 or •N'UMICY; Liie! ore tht><!e Of on"n. known widel7 for 
oolirltt)' and <aodor.-711• IVold1tttaN, Ba11011. 

SOLD BY SUBSORIPTION. 
AOENTS 'WANTED EVEl'tYVllHERE. 

One aacut ... ritt'l. .. , took '40 nr-dcn in thre.e cby, H ;\OQlbrr 
or-dera 100 IAken in • week'• time, •nother ''th~ bea.t thin& I 
e\•tr ~nn,~d (or." 

Addre .. EDt:N. SHUTE, 
J6 Bromfield St., Uostou. 
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VAR IANTS 
FACI NG ERRORS 

TYPE B-PBGH June 18, 1 880 PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Facing error - During the facing procedure the card was inverted 

and reversed in error. Thus, this card was 
cancelled on its reverse side. The card shows a 
corrected hand stamp. 

Premium - 10. 00 

-t 
Your favor of. . .. ~.~ .......... inst. receiv 

TYPE B-BALT June 27, 1881 BALTIMORE, MD. 
Facing error - Card was inverted and reversed before processing. 

The error was not found. Hence, card's face shows 
no cancel. 

Premium - 10. 00 
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VARIANT 
SERVI CE LETTERS 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-1 March 7, 1879 BOSTON, MASS. 
Service lener "D" - Inverted letters are common. There was 

no retaining pin to prevent it from rotating 
The bottom corners of the dial die show 
heavy inking. 

Premium - none 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON TH IS SIDE-THEM ESSACE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-St .L July 15, 1879 ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Service letter "D" - The "D" has partially rotated to its right 

side. Rotation of the "D" service letters 
are common. 

Premium - none 
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VAR IANT 
SERVI CE LETTERS 

WRITE THE AOORESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSACE ON TH£. OTHER 

?, :(r;c 
df-~ I 

~~. 
TYPE 8-2 August 5, 1879 BOSTON, MASS. 

Service letter "C" - The letter "C" has rotated and faces left. 
The rotation of a service letter "C" is 
uncommon. 

Premium - none 

NOTH INC BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BE: PlACCD ON !HIS SI DE. 

TYPE 8-SF August 15 (1882) SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
Service letter "C" - The letter "C" is clearly seen in the canceller 

and has completely rotated and faces left. 

Premium - none 
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VARIANT 
SERVICE LE'TTERS 

WRITE TH£ ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSAGE ON TH 

~./~~ 
p_ L/? 

Gr.f 
TYPE B-BUF February 27, 1880 BUFFALO, N.Y. 

Service letter - No visible service letter or ring. 

Premium - 25.00 

TYPE B-SF August 30 (1887) SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
Service letter - No visible service letter or ring. 

Premium - 25.00 
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TYPE 8-WASH 
WASHINGTON,D.C. 
September 9, 1 880 

Another large imprint on a 
Department of Interior 
penalty card with an 
inverted cancel 
suggesting 
special 
handling. 

Premium - 1 00. 00 

VARIANT CANCELS 
DELIBERATE INVERT 

"11lYT10Q ana11oa ••a.DJ. JO tOD 

-_, ___ .,._.. 

_1""" .... "-
1 " -· _, - -'1&15r£.·~ 

• °' 1.,,ar4nt ~ 1H-" t>tr~ !a• JO J'11•m .au1.1d oo 
ahisod JO iuam..C•d #Q) ])JO.t.11 o• 'P''" 11qi IUll'O. a0t.1td lay 

'SS3NISnB 1Vl:>l,t,t0 

·xor . .i=r.it:O S.0.SNXO 

'.to1.ta~u£ aq~ JO +naml.I'edafi 
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TYPE X1 A 
DIE Ill 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
October 5, 1 882 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
Penalty mail matter 
with a small imprint 

was not given special 
treatment in handling. 

This mail was faced and 
cancelled in the regular 

procedures of daily mail. 

Inverted cancels suggest 
the Washington Post Office 
was issued a directive for 

clerks to give Department of 
Interior penalty mail special 

treatment by segregating their 
mail during its facing to ready 

it for cancelling. 

Premium - 100. 00 



VARIANTS 
COLORED INK 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSAGE ON THE OTHER 

TYPE 8-WASH November 21, 1879 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Colored ink - Several cities received colored ink with their new 

machine including bluish-black. 

Premium - 7 5. 00 

NOT:i.I.(.. l.>UT THE ADOR;:;s CAN SE PLACCO ON THIS :;1oc. 

TYPE 8-KC January 2 (1884) KANSAS CITY, MO. 
Colored ink - Several years after their installation a few cities 

used a bluish-black briefly. 

Premium - 40.00 
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. -:;Jr :. ~ 
::P -
- DE.~ Slk: 

" ~:J ._. ,...,· !~h 
, •• w 
~nee, 

been collected and put 

VAR IANTS 
IN KED OFFSET 

BosTo:->, Au6Ust 5th, 1880 . 

read before the .Ministers' Institute, at 

e, at la~t, after long but unavoidable delay, 

in book form. under the 'title, " I NSTITUTE 

ESSAYS." The) make a substantial volume of 280 pages, which is 

11011 ready for deli,·ery. The price has been put \'ery low,-:- Si.oo in 

paper. or ~ 1.2 5 in cloth. should be happy to recei\e your order for 

one or more copies. 

Kc,,pcctfully, 

GEO. H. ELLIS, P ulll.ISH J::R, 

101 M11.K SrnEET, Bo::.n>N. 

TYPE 8-2 August 5, 1880 BOSTON, MASS. 
Inked offset - One of the complaints of the Post Office Officials 

Was the presence of cancellation offsets on the 
backs of the cards. 

Premium - none 

-~ ;'14"'1~. Wark .N:J., ~iLtJ!:.1888 
»·)ii-rf.if>&• ~~O'i; 'f3ll.. 

" .... ~~~ \ Mq ~ I! IjJLlr order,sdated ...... /~ ..... = .. ~ 
f,T~.1-'''receivedr,·}dshall have prornpt attention, and be 

'E i:i.. g] ·-r,, niade as you direct. 
,.. "' c 

] ] ~0-: Yours respectfully, 
"' .. 
~ E ~ JAMES A. BANISTER. 

~~ ~ : ~ . :: ................. . 

3:] l'.l 
.. "" e 8. 
~ a E ~ ..................... . 
..., 'O ... 0 

a: :qp~ 
::c c 

TYPE 8-NRK October 13 ( 1 888) NEWARK, N.J. 
Inked offset - Few of these heavily inked offsets have been 

observed by the authors. 

Premium - none 
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VARIANTS 
PENALTY CARDS 

SMITHSONIAN lNSTITUTION, 
WASH UIGTON, D. C. 

2,.EE!fIAL BUSINESS. 

.a&:k. ~7..-</... . . .. . 
2~v~?.J, ............. . 

..................... ~f ~-:M 7 V 

TYPE C-WASH May 23, 1882 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Penalty card - There are many types of these Official Business 

cards. This example shows the Smithsonian 
Institution card . 

Premium - 25.00 

UNITED S'J'A'rES 
Hc11artruent of Agriculture. 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 

A 

~~_...((,OK-.t£.:~~---

TYPE C-WASH September 2, 1882 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Penalty card - Another type of Official Business card used by 

the Department of Agriculture. 

Premium - 25.00 
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VAHIANTS 
OVEHSEAS USE 

>' WR IT E: ONLY THE ADO=tE:SS ON TH I S SIDE: 

~/it_' /YfUffna,n,/ta/kf, d Ji,. , ~-;~ 
~ c£;,;,_~ij_d ~/a; ~OA'l :l)'.""i4' 

gttteJ<i~;, -· 
TYPE C-WASH July 12, 1882 WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Overseas use - An International card was used by the 
Smithsonian Institution to France. 

Premium - 50. 00 

TYPE C-WASH February 7, 1890 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Overseas use -An International card used to Germany. 

Note that the time in transit was 1 2 days. 

Premium - 50. 00 
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VARIANTS 
OVERSEAS USE 

NOTHINC BUT 'Ifft AODRE!>S Ci'IN BE PUICEO OH TH " 

TYPE C-WASH June 19, 1882 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Overseas use - This domestic postal card was used to Scotland 

with a one cent adhesive added for the two cent 
International rate . 

Premium - 50. 00 

TYPE C-WASH June 20 ( 1 8901 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Overseas use - This postal card was used abroad with the 

required additional one cent stamp. Card shows 
use to Prussia (Germany) . 

Premium - 50. 00 
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TYPE B-llND Die II September 1, 1 892 INDIANAPOLIS, IN 

LATEST KNOWN LEA VITT! 

-· 

First Day Use of TYPE A-1 ! January 6, 1876 BOSTON, MASS. 
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